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Deborah Perkins Welcome to the 36th concert season of 
the Ithaca Community Choruses!

Our organization, which began life in 1976 as the Ithaca Community 
Chorus (singular), has grown to include two more choruses, VOICES 
Multicultural Chorus and the Ithaca Gay Men’s Chorus. Though each of 
our choruses has its own distinct character, all have at least one thing in 
common: they are open to all singers (in the case of the IGMC, all male 
singers) regardless of ability. For a community the size of Ithaca to offer 
such a range of choral opportunities to amateurs is pretty remarkable. We 
invite you to share with us in the enjoyment of our music as a listener and 
perhaps as a future chorus member.

This season brings you a celebration for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and a mass for peace recently prominent in the commemoration of the 
September 11 attacks. From a Hebrew Sacred Service to Broadway tunes, 
from lively international songs to tight male harmonies, from twenty 
a capella voices to one hundred singers with full orchestra, our variety 
reflects the diversity of our community. Our singers are in their early 
twenties and their early eighties; accomplished performers and folks just 
discovering they love to sing. Many joined this year; many were founders 
of their choruses. 

The Ithaca Community Choruses participate in the community in many 
ways beyond our six major concerts. Our informal summer project, 
Summer Sing, has grown to over 80 participants led by Katie Howell. We 
sponsor open vocal workshops on diverse topics, recently Thom Baker’s 
“Vocal Gold in the Silver Years” and Deborah Rifkin’s “Fun with Aural 
Skills!.” All of our choruses perform in smaller, informal, collaborative 
environments, from the Ithaca Festival to Porchfest to a major birthday 
celebration to the Ithaca Community Orchestra to local churches. 

Without the support of the Community Arts Partnership, our individual 
donors, and the advertisers you see in this program, we would never be 
able to sustain so much momentum. On behalf of our hardworking board 
and steering committees, our very talented directors and accompanists, 
and the 230 or so members of the Ithaca Community Choruses, it is my 
great pleasure to thank everyone who has made this season possible.

Enjoy tonight’s concert!

Susanne Morgan
Chair of the ICC Board
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“Music gives shape and meaning to human 
experience. When words are inadequate, music 

can provide the language of the soul.” 
 

 

 

thanks the Ithaca Community Choruses for  
sharing so beautifully “the language of the soul.”  

 
To learn more about Hospicare,  

our music program and  
Hospicare’s CD “Beauty Crowds Me” 

 
call 607­272­0212 or visit  

 

         www.hospicare.org 
 

 

 

Northstar Public House
607-216-8580 • 202 E Falls Street • Ithaca

Fall Creek’s 

neighborhood Spot 

for Fine Food, Lively 

Libations and Nice 

Nice Vibes! 

open everyday for great 

music and drinks!

Join us for dinner Sunday - 

Saturday at 5pm

& Brunch on Sunday- 

10am - 2m



JOYCE SIRLIN-RAND dcsw
p s y cho th e rap i s t

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

233 South Albany Street, Ithaca, New York  14850
t 607 275 0350   jsr@twcny.rr.com   f 607 273 5978

Ithaca Community Chorus
 & Chamber Singers

Gerald Wolfe graduated from Princeton University and pursued graduate 
studies in philosophy at Cornell University. In 1975 he founded Ithaca A 
Cappella and in 1985 the Ithaca Art Ensemble, a sixteen-voice professional 
vocal ensemble, which in 1988 became the Gerald Wolfe Singers. In 1971 
he became the organist at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church and in 1982 
music director. In 1995 he became parish musician at Grace Episcopal 
Church, Elmira. He has studied voice with Stanley Snyder and Leslie 
Bennett; choral directing with Gregg Smith, Paul Christiansen, Robert Shaw, 
Helmuth Rilling, and Donald Neuen; orchestral conducting with Herbert 
Garber; and small ensemble singing with The Western Wind.

He became music director of the Ithaca Community Chorus and Chamber 
Singers in 1990. Since then he has directed the chorus in a wide variety 
of great choral music, including Bach’s Mass in B Minor and St. Matthew 
Passion, Bloch’s Avodath Hakodesh, Brahm’s German Requiem, Bruckner’s Te Deum, Haydn’s Creation, 
Monteverdi’s Vespers, Mozart’s Requiem, Mendelsshon’s Elijah, Poulenc’s Gloria, Pärt’s Te Deum, and Verdi’s 
Requiem. He has conducted Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis and Handel’s Messiah with the Cayuga Chamber 
Orchestra. In January 1995, Wolfe led the chorus in performing Rachmaninoff’s Vespers in Moscow and St. 
Petersburg, Russia. 

Gerald Wolfe, Director

Dedicated  to learning and performing history’s best choral offerings. 
Oct. 22
7:00 pm

Ithaca Gay Men’s Chorus
Reprise
First Baptist Church, Ithaca

Jan 14.
7:00 pm

VOICES Multicultural 
Chorus
Dr. Martin Luther King
Memorial Concert
St. Paul’s Methodist Church

Mar. 3
8:00 pm

Ithaca Gay Men’s Chorus
Spring Concert
First Baptist Church

April 28
8 pm

ICC&CS
Block’s Sacred Service
St. Paul’s Methodist Church

Jan. 7
7:30 pm

ICC&CS
Jenkin’s The Armed Man: A Mass for 
Peace
St. Paul’s Methodist Church

May 17
7 pm

VOICES Multicultural Choir
Tribute to Broadway
Ford Hall, Ithaca College

These concerts are made possible in part by a grant from the Community Arts Partnership.

2011-2012 Concert Schedule



It’s in our name
Being a financial leader also means being a community leader. That’s why you’ll find us involved in many 
causes at both the individual and corporate level. We believe these efforts can help make our community  
a better place to live, work and raise families.

www.mycfcu.com

Anyone who lives, works, or goes to school in  
Tompkins or Cortland counties may be  
eligible to join!

Your savings federally 
insured to at least $250,000 

and backed by the 
full faith and credit of the 
United States Government.



ITHACA    BAKERY

400 N. Meadow St: 607-273-7110
Triphammer Marketplace: 607-257-2255

www.IthacaBakery.com

BREAKFAST, LUNCH OR DINNER
[BRING IT ON!]

--

Ithaca Gay Men’s Chorus

IGMC Members, 2011- 2012

JOIN
Ithaca Gay Men’s Chorus

IGMC
ALL MEN
are welcome

ithacacommunitychoruses.org
ithacagaymenschorus@hotmail.com

IGMC rehearses Tuesday evenings from 7:00pm to 9:30pm at the 
First Baptist Church at 309 North Cayuga Street on DeWitt Park. 

Thom Baker has directed the Ithaca Gay Men’s Chorus since fall 2010. A member of 
the teaching faculty at The Community School for Music and Arts for seven years, he 
teaches the Daytime Chorale and coordinates CSMA First Fridays Chamber Music.
Baker founded Vocantur, an Ithaca-based chamber chorus that debuted in 2010 
with NYS Baroque. Other music directing in Ithaca includes Women’s Works 
performances of Hildegard von Bingen’s Ordo Virtutum, Brigadoon and A Day in 
Hollywood/A Night in the Ukraine with the Veterinary Players, and the Kitchen 
Theatre production of Stephen Temperley’s play Souvenir, which won a SALT award.  
Born and raised in Iowa, Baker studied music in New York City, singing there and 
abroad as a soloist and professional choral artist for 17 years. He appeared frequently 
and recorded with Voices of Ascension, Musica Sacra, the New York Philharmonic, 
the Bard Music Festival, and AmorArtis, with whom he took several European tours. 
The tenor is an avid recitalist, singing music from the Medieval to modern. In November of 2011, he added 
songs of Wagner and Loy, and will add Mahler’s original version of Das Lied von der Erde to his repertoire in 
the spring of 2012. The spring concert will be held March 3 at 8 pm.
Baker continues his long association with the Grammy-nominated a cappella ensemble Pomerium, with which 
he recorded a fifth program in June. In his most recently released recording, he performed as an ensemble 
member on Bobby McFerrin’s April 2010 release, VOCAbuLarieS, which garnered three Grammy nominations 
in 2011.



VOICES Multicultural Chorus

Lorrene Adams, associate music director 
for VOICES Multicultural Chorus, is a 
member of the music faculty at Lansing High 
School. In addition to teaching introductory 
and advanced-placement music theory, she 
gives voice lessons, directs the school’s Mixed 
Chorus, Varsity Chorale, and Show Choir, 

and is music director 
and conductor for the 
annual school musical. 
Prior to coming to 
Lansing, she held a 
similar position in 
Corning, New York. 

As an advocate for the 
proliferation of high-
quality choral music for 
high school students, 

Adams has commissioned and premiered 
choral works from composers Jonathan 
Santore, Rick Bartlett, and Peter Rothbart. She 
also performed the New York state premiere of 
Dominic Argento’s Walden Pond. She founded 
the Ithaca Opera Chorus Ensemble and has 
directed numerous community and church 
choirs.

A summa cum laude graduate of Ithaca 
College with an M.M. in conducting, Adams 
encourages collaborations between high school 
and community groups and believes that 
choral singing strengthens communities and  
enhances personal mental, emotional, and 
physical health. VOICES Multicultural Chorus 
gives testimony to her beliefs and inspires her 
each time she steps in front of the group.

Dr. Baruch Whitehead is Associate 
Professor of Music Education at Ithaca College. 
An elementary music specialist with the Orff-
Schulwerk Process and founder of the Ithaca 
College Orff certification program, he studied at the 
Orff Institute in Salzburg, Austria. Dr. Whitehead 
is founder of the Greater Ithaca Activities Center 
(GIAC) African dance and drumming ensemble 
and founder/director of the 
Syracuse-based gospel choir, 
Unshackled. He is the 2005 
recipient of Ithaca College’s 
Excellence in Service Award.
For several years, Dr. 
Whitehead has been a 
featured presenter at the 
International Arts and 
Humanities Conference in 
Hawaii for his research on 
music, learning and diversity. He has made many 
international presentations, including Making 
the Connection: African-American and Native 
American Music in Tenerife, Spain in 2004; Music 
of the Civil Rights Movement in Winchester, 
England in 2006; the Russian Mosaic Music 
Festival in Magnitogorsk, Russia; and upcoming 
symposia at Yale University and in Greece.
As an advocate for the preservation of Gospel 
music within mainstream musical settings, he has 
presented multiple workshops on Gospel music 
and West African drumming. He has taught at the 
World Music Village in Helsinki, Finland, and been 
a guest lecturer for the Ahmadu Bello University in 
Nigeria. Dr. Whitehead travels each summer with 
students from Ithaca College to the Dagara Music 
Center in Medie, West Africa, where they study 
drumming and dance. He is the founder and director 
of the Dorothy Cotton Jubilee singers, established 
in 2011. Named for Ithaca resident and civil rights 
pioneer Dorothy Cotton, the group is dedicated to 
the preservation of the “Negro spiritual.” 

Global vision, local volume.
Hear the vibrancy of Ithaca’s VOICES 

Multicultural Chorus!



I N S U R A N C E

Specializing in Auto 
& Home Insurance

If you think your
premiums are low...
it’s probably

MARIETTE GELDENHUYS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Respectful, peaceful resolution of legal issues
                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Collaborative Law   •   Mediation
Non-Traditional Family Law

Divorce   •   Custody   •   Support
Adoption   •   Wills   •   Real Estate

Business   •   Corporations
                                                                                                                                                                          

Gateway Center, Suite 306
401 East State Street, Ithaca
mariette@geldenhuyslaw.com

www.geldenhuyslaw.com
(607) 273-2272

ithaca’snaturalresource

w w w. g r e e n s t a r. c o o p

701 W. Buffalo St.
273-9392

215 N. Cayuga St.
273-8210



brochures | reports | newsletters | 
books | logos | web design | promos | 
buttons and more!

westhillgraphics.com
607-256-1803

Since 1999, we have guided both our local and 
national clients to greater success. By working 
together, we are able to quickly take a project  
and run with it while keeping it within budget.  
Our mission is simple — making you look good 
while keeping the process easy for you.  
Whether you are looking for a comprehensive 
marketing campaign or a simple one-time  
promotional piece, we are  
here to make you shine. 

specializing in graphic design and marketing



Awakenings Bodywork
Rachel Meade, LMT

@ karma

527 N. Aurora St.
Ithaca, NY 14850

(607) 280-9026

TimmyTimmy
Turns

70! !
Arts at Grace Episcopal, Cortland
Audrey Edelman Realty
Awakenings Bodyworks
Bella’s Events
Besemer Hill Greenhouses
Burton S. Markowitz, O.D.
C.L. Mowers Pipe Organ
Cayuga Medical Center
Cayuga Radio Group
Central Appraisal Services
CFCU Community Credit Union
Ciaschi Dietershagen Little Mickelson & 

Co,LLP
ClearView Psychotherapy
Community Foundation of Tompkins 
County
Contemporary Trends
Dewey Neild Photography
Eagle Envelope Company, Inc.
Family Medicine Associates of Ithaca
Fine Arts Booster Group IPEI
Finger lakes Fitness Center
Fingerlakes Wealth Management
GreenStar Cooperative Market

Haute House Hair Salon
Hickey’s Music Center
Hospicare & Palliative Care Services
Ithaca Bakery
Ithaca Cayuga Optical Service
Ithaca Foreign Car Service
Ithaca Orthopaedic Group
Ithaca Veterinary Housecall Services
Joseph Piskorowski, DDS
Joyce Sirlin Rand, DCSW
Judith Abrams
Kendal at Ithaca

Littletree Orchards
LPL Financial
Mansour Jewelers
Margaret Dieter, LCSW
Mariette Geldenhuys, Attorney at Law
McCune & Murphy Physical Therapy
Melzaz T. Richars, DDS
Mimi’s Attic
Montessori School of Ithaca
Moosewood Restaurant
Nancy Young, Therapeutic Massage
New Delhi Diamond’s Restaurant
Northstar House

Pack ‘n Ship Store
Pastimes Antiques
Shortstop Deli
Siu-ling Chaloemtiarana, Broker
Strebel Fund Community Foundations
Strebel Planning Group
Suki Montgomery Hall, Counseling
Susan J. Brown, Family Mediator
Taoist Tai Chi Society - USA
Ten Thousand Villages at Ithaca
The Gym
Thom Baker
Tim’ 70th

Toko Imports
True Insurance
Upper Level Hairstyling
Varna Auto Service
Warehouse Carpets
Waterwheel Cafe
Westhill Graphics, Inc.

We thank all of our sponsors for helping make our concerts a reality.  Please give your business to these fellow supporters of the arts.


