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Notes on Lia Descolorida

”A dead man in Spain is more dead than anywhere else” said Garcia Lorca, explaining that
Spanish poets define rather than allude. Zza Descolorida, a poem written in Gallego (the
language of the Galicia region in Spain) by Lorca’s beloved Rosalia de Castro, defines despa
in a way that is simultaneously tender and tragic. The musical setting is a constellation of
clearly defined symbols that affirm contradictory things at the same time, becoming in the
end a suspended question mark. The song is at once a slow motion ride on a cosmic horse, :
homage to Couperin’s melismas in his Lessorns of Tenebrae, velvet bells coming from three
different churches, heaven as seen once by Yeats, a death lullaby, and the ladder of Jacob’s
dream. But the strongest inspiration for L¢Za Descolorida was Dawn Upshaw’s rainbow of a
voice, and I wanted to give her a piece so quietly radiant that it would bring an echo of the
single tear that Schubert brings without warning in his voicing of a G major chord. There a
two versions of the song, written for specific musicians: one for Gil Kalish’s pearl piano play
ing, the other for the early morning bows of the Kronos Quartet.

Osvaldo Golijov



\ia Descolorida
by Rosalia de Castro

Lida descolorida

como cor de ouro palido,
Vesme i eu non quixera

1ne vises de tan alto.

Q espaso que recorres,

Lévame, caladifia, nun teu raio.

Astro das almas orfas,

| ia descolorida,

e u ben sei que n’alumas

{yristeza cal a mifia.

\ai contalo 6 teu dono,

e dille que me leve adonde habita.

Mais non lle contes nada,
Descolorida lda,

pois nin neste nin noutros

mundos teréis fertuna.

Se sabe onde a morte

Yen a morada escura,
&ille que corpo e alma xuntamente
e leve adonde non recorden nunca,

min no mundo en que estéu nin nas alturas.

Colorless Moon
by Rosalia de Castro

Moon, colorless

like the color of pale gold:

You see me here and I wouldn't like you
to see me from the heights above.

Take me, silently, in your ray

to the space of your journey.

Star of the orphan souls,

Moon, colorless:

I know that you don’t illuminate
sadness as sad as mine.

Go and tell it to your master

and tell him to take me to his place.

But don’t tell him anything,

Moon, colorless,

because my fate won’t change

here or in other worlds.

If you know where Death

has her dark mansion,

Tell her to take my body and soul together

To a place where I won’t be remembered,
Neither in this world, nor in the heights above.

translation by Osvaldo Golijov
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Slowly rocking

Infinitely tender: "Couperin" - "Lullaby", (as in the letters of "Legons de Tenebres")

L.ua Descolorida

for Dawn Upshaw and Gilbert Kalish

Osvaldo Golijov (b. 1960)

Text: Rosalia de Castro (1837-1885)
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