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Foreword

1 have this image of my great-grandfather, who shared my

om when I was seven. I'd wake up and see him by the window,
ying with his phylacteries in the carly light. I think of him always
ng, or fixing things, his pockets full of screws. I remember

ng, three of his children are dead; why does he still pray? Why
he still fix things? But we were taught that God had assigned
task of repairing the world to the Jewish people—Tikkun Olam.
prehensible.

bout eight hundred years ago, Isaac the Blind—who was the
st Kabbalist rabbi of Provence—dictated a manuscript saying
verything in the universe, all things and events, are products
binations of the Hebrew alphabet’s letters.

¢ Dreams and Prayers of Isaac the Blind is a kind of epic, a
ry of Judaism. It has Abraham, exile, and redemption. The
ments sound like they are in three of the Tanguages spoken in
t 6,000 years of Jewish history: the first in Aramaic, the second
dish. and the third in Hebrew. I never wrote it with this idea
d, and only understood it when the work was finished. But
I was composing the sccond movement, for example, my father

sit. out on the deck with the newspaper—the sports pages,
¢ry once in a while he would shout, “There you go! Another
h chord!”

the prelude, the music is like a celestial accordion, rising and
g like breathing, like praying... like air... then the air is
formed into a pulse and heart.

The whole first movement is a heartbeat that accelerates wildly...
becoming frantic. It's built on a single chord, rotating like a monolith.
The Quartet obsesses in cighth notes, the clarinet starts a huge line
in long notes, but zooms in and is caught up in the gravitational spin.
The forces of God and man, they never unite, but they do commune;
you can hear the dybbuk and the shofar, scarching for a revelation
that is always out of reach.

The Second movement opens with a hesitating, irregular pulse;
a skipping heartbeat, the rhythm of death. The violin and the clarinet
hold forth in monologue at the same time, like those Bashevis Singer
stories told in a poorhouse on a winter night. The same four notes,
the same theme, playing in endless combinations.

The String Quartet is an accordion in the prelude, a klezmer band
in the second movement; now, in the third movement, it’s a
shepherd’s magic flute. The last movement was written before all
the others. Its an instrumental version of KVAKARAT, a work that 1
wrote a few years ago for the Kronos Quartet and Cantor Misha
Alexandrovich. In this final movement, hope is present but out of
reach. There is a question woven into the hardening, incense: why
this task? Repairing a world forever breaking down, with pockets
full of screws. The question remains unanswered in the postlude.

—OsvALDO GOLIJOV

Excerpts from a conversation with Brooke Gladstone, October 1996. Used with Permission




Note to the Performers
I have attempted here to integrate two strong musical traditions into
a single world. Therefore you'll see that the notation {or the klezmer
clarinet(s) differs from that of the quartet, the latter being quite
detailed, the former not. I assume that clarinetists approaching this
work will familiarize themselves with the style of Klezmer music and
will listen to and study the records made by the old masters (first
decades of the 20th century). This is essential, in order [or this work
to make artistic sense. I also recommend listening to the recording
by David Krakauer and the Kronos Quartet. The goal is not to imitate,
but to learn from them new ways of performing a line. Doing this, I

feel, will ultimately widen the horizons of “western classical music.”

Glossary of Terms

Balkan Trill . ... .. trill played rapidly while changing embouchure
“Crack the Sound” . ............ “sobbing” in the Jewish manner
Dalontano .. ... .. . . . from alar
Davenen ........ . . .. . . . . ... Jewish act of praying

(involves humming and pendulum-like movement)
Disparcndo .................................. disappearing
Flessibile ... .. ... ... . .. . . flexible
Invilievo ... .. .. in the foreground
Minaccioso . ... ... . threatcning or menacing
Oscilante ... ... ... ... .. .. .. ... oscillatory, like a pendulum
Ruvido ... .. rough
Scorrevole ... .. flowing, gliding
Senza Cedere .. ... ... .. ... ... .. .. without losing intensity
Sholar ... ... . Ram’s horn
SOSpeso . ... ... ... . ... .. ..........suspended
Trascinado .. ... .. dragging
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Senza Misura
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