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FADE IN: ' ‘

SPACE

.A sea of stars is broken by the vast blue surface of the planet,

UTAPAU., Five small moons slowly drift into view from the far
side of the planet. The main titles are followed by a roll-up:

Until the recent GREAT REBELLION, the JEDI
BENDU were the most feared warriors in the
universe. For one hundred thousand years,
generations of JEDI perfected their art as
the personal bodyguards of the emperor.

—— They were thHe chief architects of the invin-
cible IMPERIAIL SPACE FORCE which expanded
the EMPIRE across the galaxy, from the
celestial equator to the farthest reaches
of the GREAT RIFT.

Now these legendary warriors are all but
extinct. One by one they have been hunted
down and destroyed as enemies of the NEW
EMPIRE by a ferocious and sinister rival
" warrior sect, THE KNIGHTS OF SITH.

A éméll silver spacecraft emerges from behind one of the Utapau
moons. The deadly little fightercraft speeds past several of the
moons, until it finally goes into orbit around the FOURTH MOON.

WASTELAND - FOURTH MOON - UTAPAU

A harsh gale blows across the bleak grey surface of the Fourth
Moon. The leaden sky presses down on a‘'lone figure, ANNIKIN
STARKILLER, a tall, heavy-set boy of eighteen. He slowly makes
his way across the canyon floor. The heavy winds whip at him
and make the going extremely difficult. His face is covered by
a breath mask and goggles. He stops for a second to adjust the
shoulder strap on his chrome multiplelazer rifle. Something in
the sky catches his eye, and he instictively grabs a pair of ~
electrobinoculars from his belt. He stands transfixed for a
few moments, studying the heavens, then turns and rushes back in
the direction from which he came.

SUPPLY HUT - FOURTH MOON - UTAPAU

A spacecraft, half buried in the duét, rests next to the remains
of an abandoned supply shack. Annikin makes his way across the
colorless landscape and rushes into the crumbling building. The

.interior of the-hut is shabby, but manages to abate the howling

winds. Seated in front of a thermoheater are Annikin's father,
KANE, and his young brother, DEAK. Kane is a large, burly man,
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.

wearing the distinctive robes of a JEDI. Deak is ten years old,
with dusty blond hair and a large scratch on his cheek. Annikin
slams the door and removes his gear. His ruggedly handsome
face is caked with ‘many layers of dust.

ANNIKIN
Dad! Dadl... They'vé found us!

Deak looks up from a small cube he has been studying. His father
whacks him across the shoulder with a braided wire connector.

KANE ' .

| —— e ts b —

Continue with the problem. Your concentration
is worse than your brother's. (to Annikin)
How many?

ANNIKIN

Only one this time. A Banta Four.

KANE
Good. We may not have to repair thls old bucket
after all. Prepare yourself. -
DEAK |
Me too!
KANE

Do you have the answer?
DEAK

. I think it's the Corbet dictum: "What is, is -
without.” L=

Rane smiles. This is the correct answer., Annikin is strapping
on a utility belt with chrome lazerpistols and lazersword. Kane
rises.and starts for his equipment.
DEAK (Cont.)
Ahhh' Pop...
KANE
Deak, do you feel you're ready?
DEAK

Yes, Sir. 1I've outmarked Annikin in twelve disci-
plines. I'm as good...
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KANE |

All right, son, get your gear,

:"j’”“ﬁeak jumps up with the enthusiasm available only to a ten-
year old and grabs his gear. His father frowns and shakes
his head. :

4, WASTELAND BLUFF - FOURTH MOON - UTAPAU
'Kane Starkiller and his two sons carefuliy'make their way up
a rock bluff overlooling the parled silver SITH spacecraft.
- Rane inspects the craft with his electrobinoculars.

KANE

No tracks. Bi-lock hasn't been opened....Interlor
systems are still on....

L ANNIKIN
BRI :j ‘Jq_ ‘Are we going to wait for him to come. out?

a7%; i{;ﬂ'f‘: SN -

.;i,_ru.ﬁf"; - He's not in there.... He's baiting us. I'm surprised

they only sent one this time. We must be wearing
them down, or they must think this knight is something
special.... Stay on guard, and keep hidden. I'm
going to work my way across the ridge and call his

.. -+ Dbluff, Better we meet.in open combat than wait for

Sl A "him to ambush us.... Keep your guard!

S Kane 1eaves hls two sons and moves off along the obscured

. .. ..ridge. Annikin and Deak watch him intently. Annikin throws
i+ - down his multiplelazer rifle in disgust.

ANMNIKIN

He should have let me go with him,... He's
getting too o0ld to make an open challenge.

7 DEAK
' - He's not too old to'realize you'd just get in the
way.

“Annikin ignores his little brother's remark and sneaks a lock
i .- - wover-the ridge- at the-SITH spacecraft. Kane moves out of the
e -~ -rocks some distance away and starts toward the starship. Deak
¢~ moves to the ridge next to his brother, his chrome lazerrifle
-+ sparkling in the reflected light of Utapau.

R o CONTINUED
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| 'DEAK
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@» o L He's making his move....
ANNIKIN

o Watch your guard... and cover that weapon.
B It shines like a beacon.

R

. Deak reluctantly moves away and watches the other direction.
Kane has almost reached the SITH spacecraft and still there is
no sign of its occupant.

. s,
L P -—e e
- -

DEAR

What's happening?

ANMIKIN

R f{;_qi ‘NMothing. I don't like it.

..

A8l 8 Kane carefully moves to the main hatch of the starship. He

“ .. - s..kicks a valve and the hatch drops open with a louéd clank and

;" .. rushing gas. 2Annikin becomes more tense as his father care-

5. . fully moves inside the spacecraft. Iverything is still.

i 'Even the continual winds seem to have died down. Moments

. pass with no sign of activity inside the enemy starship.
Annikin watches the craft with his electrobinoculars. The

* - waiting becomes unbearable.

es ANNIKIN
€3' T Hf. Something's happéned! He's been in there too
e en veime ~ long.
. | DEPK
: ‘Let me look! Stand my guard. — )

. wi'ipeak’ takes the electrobinoculars from his brother and studies
_the silent spacecraft. Annikin impatiently scans the opposite
- " horizon. :

LT DTR e

DEAK

I think the power just went off. We'd better
wait here until someone comes out.

i _ ANNIKIN
Sl _ What if he needs help?

The power went back on again....
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With the aid of the electrobinoculars, Deak watches the running
lights of the starship flash on and off. Suddenly, something
huge moves in front of his field of view. Before either of the
two young boys can react, a large, sinister SITH warrior in black
robes and a face mask, looms over them. Ile carries a long lazer-
sword which cuts young Deak down before he or his brother are able
to raise their weapons. The startled Annikin backs away in horror,
then settles down and ignites his lazersword, which creates an
eerie red glow. He stumbles over rocks as he attempts to avoid
the charging SITH knight. The evil warrior swings his mighty
lazersword, but Annikin manages to deflect the intended death-
blow.

Finally, Annikin is able to assume a defensive stance, and the

two warriors stand, sizing up each other. The black knight is

at least seven feet tall, and dwarfs the young JEDI. They stand
for a few moments, almost frozen, then in a flurry of blows,
lazerswords clash with the sounds of electric snapping and popping.
Annikin is barely able to hold his own against the experienced
knight. Many blows are exchanged before the SITH warrior is able
to back Annikin up against a deep crevasse. Annikin stumbles

and almost falls over the cliff to his death. .

The black knight suddenly senses something behind him and whirls
around to face Annikin's father, Kane Starkiller, a Jedi Bendu
master. The Sith warrior raises his lazersword, but is cut in
two before he can bring it down again. Kane moves to the fallen
black knight, and studies him carefully. Annikin, still a little
wobbly from the whole experience, attempts to stand. Kane sees
his dead son Deak, and goes to him. He lifts him into his arms
and begins to weep. Annikin stands bewildered, watching his
father cradle his dead brother.

5. INTERIOR SITH STARSHIP - WASTELAND CANYON - UTAPAU

Kane Starkiller slides into one of the four seats of the small
Sith starship. Through the front viewing canopy, he watches )
Annikin drag his younger brother's body to a small crevasse._..
Annikin places a small locket around his brother's neck, makes a
complicated sign with his hand, and dumps the body into the
shallow depression., The giant engines of the spacecraft begin
to whine, kicking up large clouds of dust. ,
Annikin climbs into the seat beside his father and removes his
breath mask and goggles. There are tears in his eyes. Father
-and son lock out across the wasteland towards Deak's grave. The
thunderous clap of an explosion is followed by a small mushroom
-cloud rising_out of the depression. Annikin throws a container
down in a fit of rage.

ANNIKIN
How many more of them are there? I want to

..... .. .. .finish ,it, once and for all! I'm sick of
running... When will it stop?

+ CONTINUED
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. Annikin's father waits silently until his son's tirade is
finished. Annikin sits silently for a few moments.

ANNIKIN (Cont.)
I'm sorry. .

RANE
Son, plot a course for AQUILAE.

Annikin lights up like a Bantha at feeding time.

T ANNIKIN
Aquilae!! You mean we're going home?
KANE

-ff\. - We both need a rest.

R

Kane pulls back on the throttle, and the powerful spaceship
“.1ifts off the surface of the Fourth Moon of Utapau.

" 6. .‘ CLOUD SEA - ALDERAAN

'“A title card appears over a sea of billowing clouds on the
~gaseous planet of Alderaan:

... Alderaan: Capital of the New
GO e Galatic Empire.

" The towering white oxide clouds pass, revealing the Imperial
city of Alderaan. The magnificent domed and gleaming city is
~..perched, mushroom-like,on a tall spire, which disappears deep
"..into the misty surface of the planet. The peacefulness of
this nebulous idyll is broken by the increasing wail of ion
. ~.engines. - Four sleek stardestroyers, from the Imperial Third _
“/Fleet, burst from one of the huge cumulus range. . The craft are
gn;”-.,u,flylng in a tight formation as they bank fteeply, and head
TST T toward the Imperial capital of the galaxy.

& 7. INTERIOR OF STARDESTROYER - ALDERAAN

2. . Stardestroyers are two-man space craft crammed with sophis-
. . ~ticated electronic weaponry. The pilot and gunnery officers
sit side-by-side, surrounded by lighted read-outs and switches.
They wear the gleamlng black unlform of the Empire.

R PILOT
PR Tok-One to chicks: Shape it up. Let's -
rr® __'...-'.‘.__-. ._._"._:.. "“, .. . . ma]:e it good.

CHICK-OlIE

Does that glare bother you?
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. PILOT

Use your face shield, Chick-One.

The pilot is cold and professional as he maneuvers his craft
closer to the others. The positions of the ships are displayed

~on a read-out, along with a. graphic representation of the city.
The pilot gives the gunner a qulck look before he flips his sun-
shield over his eyes.

PILOT

- - ~Here -we _go,_ Count:. three, two,one, now!

o—— . <o et 92 e

8. REVIEW STAND - PLAZA OF THE DADERS - ALDERAAN

On a huge, austere platform stands the dark COS DASHIT, Lord of
Alderaan, Consul to the Supreme Tribunal, and ruler of the
Galatic Empire. He is a thin, grey looking man, with an evil
mustache which hangs limply over his insipid lip. Standing at
rigid attention on his right are several generals, dressed in
the black and grey uniform of the realm. Five members of the
Supreme Tribunal sit off to the side. On the emperor's left
stands CRISPIN HOEDAACK, newly appointed Governor of the Aquilian
Systems, a young, treacherous man with stone-cut, angular
features and piercing grey eyes.

They all gaze skyward, as the four gleaming stardestroyers scream
low overhead in an impressive barrel-roll formation. As the
sound of the spacecraft resonates throughout the glass canyon of
the Plaza, the group of dignitaries return their attention to the
parade of Imperial shock troops, and giant air tanks (which rigde
magically two to three feet above the ground).

The Plaza of the Dader is filled with a hundred rows of troops
as the last brigade marches into position. The sound of a
thousand men snapping to attention is followed by a strange
silence. A light wind blows the great red banner of the Emplre,
creating a subtle flapping sound. The emperor's amplified voice
startles many of the trooms as it cuts through the quiet.

EMPEROR

Upon this battle depends the survival of the
Galatic Empire. Upon this battle depends the life
and long continuity of our civilization. Not since
the great Jedi Rebellion has our destiny been
- placed in such a balance. This is to be the most
-~ magnificent campaign 6f all! You have never been
called without doing something to be remembered,
something notable and striking. The conquering of
) the Aquilaean System, the last of the independent
éfwm . Systems, and the last refuge of the outlawed, vile
L .

CONTINUEL



EI'PERPOR (Cont.).

scct of thn Jedi, willliave such important and

lasting consequences, that I can't but consider

it as an epoch in history. e L

To the rear of the Plaza, watching the spectacle over the

shoulder of a curious Dbureaucrat, stands CLIEG WIITSUN, a tall,

blond young man about twenty yecars old. lie. seems interested

in what thec emperor has to say, hut keeps looking around ner- :

vously as if somcone were after him. His arm rests across his = - '

head, as he carefully but coolly adjusts a glowing blue ring s

on his index- finger.——The emperor necars the end of his speech”--~"*
Crlapln Hoedaacl: has moved up to stand next to the sinister

monarch. The troops shout an Imperial salute in response to a

particularly partisan statement.

y e

EMPLPOR (Cont.)

.es I have pcrgonally asked the Aquilaeans to ij;,Qf, 35&
accept this Treaty of Allience. During the ) 7o
long rer1od of negotiation, they have only e )

: decided to be undecided. We will barter no ~~ ° . 1 Ii
e : longer. Governor Hoedaack has been appointed ™I i& 7w 7il%
g ' the First Lord of the Aquilaean System and Sur- P v
roundina Territories. This is the last frontier L
and the final stone in the great wall of the - ’

Galatic Empire.

e
-’

The trodps cheer, and the emperor escorts Hoedaack inside.
Thitsun nmoves quicklyv away from the Plaza, passing through
several checl: stations, where ho is forced to show his '
identification. » ST

. . te e
B R

9. NIGHT CLUB - ALDERAAI
Vhitsun walks into the glass and chrome splendor of one of the :(g{?
famous nightcluos of Alderaan. Ile moves to the long mirrored—
bar, and sits next to a rough looking man, BAIL ANTILLES,
dressed in the distinctive gold and furs of the Galatic traders.

WIIITSUN
Your glass is emptya
Thitsun sbeaks into a small intercom on the bar front.
WHITSUN (Cont.)

A dantic and...

lle looks in Antilles' glass. ' . ST

CONTINUED
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)

- has taker from his pocket, next to the intercom. It creates T

NITILLES
Mo thanks, Vhitsun. I've had enough.
KNITSUN

Just a dantic then. Bail, it's not like you
to refuse a drink. You're going to give
Galatic traders a bad name. '

A drink appears magically from a small elevator in the bar.
Whitsun takes it, and then places a pen-like transmitter he

a low electronic buzz. . C N
BAR OBSERVATION CENTER - ALDERAAN

A controller sitting in front of a row of monitors taps his
headphones, then flips a switch back and forth a couple of
times. He is obviously annoyed.

CONTROLLER X

Number eighteen is out again. Give me a e e
maintenance check, — SRR Lo

The controller yawns and puts his feet up on the control panel.
NIGUTCLUB - ALDERAAN |
Whitsun leans in closc to Antilles. He is suddenly very serious.

ANTILLES

ha s emesa Y . e

. Whitsun, we've got problems. They've just ~'A;'f"me'-};;
grounded all spacecraft, including trade I R
frigates. Even the ships under Imperial . PR
registry can't move. Something big is up. R -

WHITSUN

I'm afraid they're .not waiting for the Allience -
Treaty. They're already moving against the
System. I've got to get word back.

ANTILLES

The chrome companies are protesting the embargo, : Co e
hut it's going to take some time. ’ ’

WHITSUN
Isn't anything moving?
ANTILLES

Military ships, but...

PalaS Sl b d S L L L



They are interrupted by an Imperial officer, and several storm '

. troopers. The officer shouts over the P.A. system, as the
troops rush to block the exits. Whitsun and the Galatic trader
are tense, but remain cool. .

OFFICER . T T

Attention: All Captains and First Officers of
Guild Trade frigates will accompany me to the ST
Ministry of Transport immediately. -

EEL R S

Antilles gives Whitsun a hopeless look as the troops check

their papers, and then take Antilles away. A small fight S
breaks out in the bhack of the nightclub as one of the trader = = —
captains expresses his dislike of the Empire. Whitsun slams : ' .- -.o0=

-

his glass to the bar in a gesture of hate and frustration.~ _ R
12, GOVERIIOR HOEDAACXK'S QUARTERS - ALDERAAN 3 ) o ' ;;i;

The large, white-on-white executive quarters resound with = - -

the high-pitched laugh of the evil GOVERMOR HOEDAACK. He ' N

slaps DARTH VADER, a tall, grim looking general, on the .

back and the general's mouth makes the sllghtest gesture at =

a smile. e R
- 5 W R e

IIOEDAACK
,gﬁ“ Success, I told you. We are no longer under
the control of the GREAT FAMILIES.... We've
gained a true advantage.

VANT OS COLL, a member of the Suprene Trlbunal, and a man
of the grossest dirensions, appears to be a little worrled

COLL

A rather dangerous advantage. You still have
a System to conquer.

IIOEDAACK
But this system will bring us more scientific
wealth than that of any other House in the
Tribunal, We will easily galn control of the
directorship.

COLL

+Don't underestimate the armies of Aquilae. They're
lead by a JEDI.

HOEDANCK

I've told you about Commissioner Lars, General,

/
?%wm
\k . lle worries a lot.

.-

4

CONTINUED
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1ll.

-

VADER ' ‘
It's a myth that any JEDI still exist.
COLL

General Skywalker is no myth. When I first
arrived at court, he was the First Bodyguard
to the emperor... He lead the Jedi rebellion.

VADER

SEIG DARKLIGHTEB“lepd the rebellion.

COLL

So the emperor would have you think, but I
was there.

VADER
Then why wasn't he hunted down like the others?.
"COLL

Because he is too dangerous, too clever.
Besides, his presence on Aquilae is still only
a rumor.

HOEDAACK
Then why do you believe it?
| COLL

Because I knew him. He's there all right. I
can sense it. Mark my words... Aquilae will
not be easily conguered.

COURTYARD - PALACE OF LITE - AQUILAE

A low, sleek "landspeeder," (an auto-like transport which travels
a few feet above the ground on a magnetic field), glides into the
courtyard of the palace of Aquilae. The planet is’ desert wilder-
ness, but the palace is a sparkling oasis, with low concrete walls
and great turrets spilling over with foliage from rooftop gardens.
The speeder stops before an enormous shaded corridor. Fountains

line the beautiful and highly polished, tiled walkway. Two young

-bqQys, -BIGGS . (7). and WINDOM (S) are -helped out of the speeder by

AMBER, a one-armed bodyguard dressed in the flowing white robes
of the Aquilaean military. The two boys run through the long
corridors, yelling and screaming, their little footsteps echoing
throughout the palace.



LIBRARY - PALACE OF LITE - AQUILAR

. The palace library is a dim, cool room projecting an aura
of time-worn comfort and security. In the distance, the
children can be heard screaming through the corridors. KING
Kayos, silver haired but amazingly youthful under a tanned
and leathery face, motions for one of his aidesto shut the
partially closed door. Ille is in the middle of an emergency
meeting of the Aquilaean High Senate. The twelve men sit in
overstuffed chairs, placed in a large circle. 1A large,
sallow—-eyed Galatic trader named AAY ZAVOS fiddles nervously
with a small scrap of leather as he speaks.

- ..

oo oo —

ZAVOS

My Lord, the chrome companies are with you
. in spirit, but you must understand, they
Sl . can't openly support you.... Imperial trade
' restrictions are very unfavorable, and we
of course, favor your independence.

KAYOS :

.. _ : If there were to be war, would vour frigates
R still supply us?

ZAVOS

S _ .~ Your bluntness is to be commended....It
RSP .. 7. 7. could be arranged.

COUNT SAMNDAGL, a corrupt nohle of the Senate, jumps to his
feet in a rage. '

D A - . SANDAGE

-This is nonsense! Ve have no choice but to

approve the Treaty. If there is war, the Empire -
will destroy our entire System with a snap of the
finger. General Skywalker is a dreamer if he thinks
he can mount anvy meaningful resistance....And you're
.dreamers if you believe him. So ruch trust in one
ChEee o S aged man., You must see...

At that moment, all heads turn as someone enters the room. It
is GENERAL LURE SKYWALKER, Commander of the Aquilaean Star-
force. He is a large man, apparently in his early sixties,
. ~ but actually much older. Everyone senses the aura of power
L. "7r 7" that radiates from this great warrior, Ilerc is a lecader: a
Co JEDI general. Ile looks weary, but is still a magnificent
looking warrior.  llis face, cracked and weathered by exotic
climates, is set off by a close silver beard, and dark, pene-

trating eyes. Sandage is.somewhat embarrassed and quietly sits
down, . ' .

CONTINUED
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GENERAL

Is there anyone here so naive he believes
the Empire would even bother negotiating
if they were contemplating destruction of
this System? Your Excellencies, this is
more than a simple raid on your resources.
You must reach a decision.

MIR NASH, a thin, birdlike senator, turns to the general.

———— 4 P e e -

“NASH

General Skywalker, war is a serious business...
a deadly bhusiness.
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GENERAL

Procrastination is a deadly business, Senator.
War is my business. Illave you approved my defense

measures?
The GRANDE !‘OUFF TARKIN wears the long black robes of the -7’ °= =7~
Aquilacan religion. Ile speaks with a high, cracking wvoice. i
TARRIN
An actual war with the Empire is still only a L i
remote possibility. As a military treatlse, oemat e T R

your- proposal-has~certain merits, but in the . e s
harsh light of reality, an attack against the :
Empire appears to be a somewhat extreme defense.

HNASH

You must understand, General, we are interested : 2
in avo;dlng a war, not startlng one. L e

GENEPAL :
There are times when offense makes the best " 7773 -

defense. If that Allience Treaty isn't signed,
we will need all of the advantage we can get.

KAYOS

Count Sandage,, I want you to head the delegation

to Alderaan. You will leave tomorrow with our

answer regarding the Treaty. My ‘decision will

be forthcoming. _ T e R

The senators whisper among themselves.

KAYOS (Cont.) S

All right, then. HMay the force of others be
with you all.

-~

The senators lcave in a flurry of hushed conversation. The.
general is lost in thcught, and remains in his chair. Biggs and
windom (Windy), the king's two young sons, storm through the

existing secnators,and rush on to Kayos' lap. The king is — :{{
obv1ouqu very proud of the two young prlnccs. He throws .
Biggs into the air, and then catches him again.

WINDY

HMe too! HMe too! . : ST

CONTINUED



BIGGS

e

LEIMA's leaving! Leia's leaving and you gotta . ..., e
say good-bye, -

fie king picks up Vindy and swings him around, then puts him', i s
dovm. S TR

KAYOS ' o i

- Qkay, whippersnapper, go tell your mother and
your sister that I'm on my way.

R P R PE XX 29

The two boys run out of the room and are heard yelling and },}3
screanlng.down the. hallway..—-The king starts out, but stops

in front of the general TR
KAYOS o
Luke, my daughter is leaving for the academy "-jﬁa;ﬂ3ﬁ=:

at CIATHOS. Won't you come and wish her well? iy
It would mean a lot to her. She truly idolizes
. you, you know. Come on, the war will wait.

GENERAL - - il

Of course. I'm sorry My Lord Politics always
seem to distress me.

({@N The general rises, and as they head for the door, Kayos pats ..« .isl-
S him on the bhack.
KAYOS

. e B P sl o7 o LAY
‘ . LR PR L -

I know, Luke. I feel THE FORCE aiso.

15, COURTYARD - PALACE OF LITE -~ AQUILAE

A large, four-seat speeder sits gleaming in the sun-socaked : ' - =~ —=ic-
courtyard. The PRINCESS LEIA, about fourteen years old, .- S 4
possessing a soft beauty and iron will, is embracing her Sl e
mother, QUEEL!l BREHA, a warm, silver-haired matron. There e AR

are tears in the princess' bhluec eyes. Biggs and Windy jump ~ " "7 .
around inside the speecder, disrupting the efforts of the one- o

armed Amber to pack several plaxiform cases. o "'“..{;
Leia embraces the king as he approaches with the general. . . £

. . ’ - ‘.".. - S

LEIA o
Oh, Daddy, 1'l1l miss you so. e s

kf- ‘ KAYOS ' DR
&ﬁﬁm The semnaster will be over before you know it. . -
AN .Youl'll have a grand time. There are so many . AT

new things to learn. I wish I were going. ; A e

e e L gemvene, v fUSSYN TSI it

P I ol R o - " = . - . L
. . . LI




g

16.

) ' 15.

He gives her a fatherly smile, and she hugs him again. The
general stands rather formally to one side. The princess,
her long auburn hair tied in braids, moves to the general
and he bows before her.

GENERAL | . -
May your studies do you honor.

Leia is somewhat embarrassed by the general's formality and
can only- manage an awkward smlle before returning to her

P T e

parents at™ the’ speeder. ' - R R Ul

BREHA

Hurry, Leia. You must make it to Yuell before
nightfall.

The princess' maids-in-waiting, ALANA, a short stocky girl,

and MINA, more comely (somewhat the same stature as Leia) with
long dark hair, giggle and stralghten Leia's dress before she
enters the speeder.. The princess . and Mina hug Alana whose
giggles have turned to tears. The two boys scramble out of the
speeder as Amber helps the princess and her maid into the back .7
seat. The speeder is piloted by a trooper of the First Order., =
Amber jumps into the seat beside him, and the speeder starts
with a low buzzing sound. The Princess waves to her family,
and Mina waves to Alana as the speeder slowly glides out of
the courtyard.,

WAR ROOM - UNDERGROUND FORTRESS = AQUILAE
The war room is a mass of glass enclosures, electronic wall

displays, monitors, and computer stations. General Skywalker enters
a control station, followed by a covey of military aides of .- -

FLL TR I T h
o)

various ranks. As the group hurry through the crowded room, ~;,¥

men rise and salute.the new arrivals. The general stops before ™
a giant displav of the galaxy. - Small symbols flash on and off
over various portions of the blg board. The general studies it
intently.

GENERAL
MONTROSS!

CAPTAIN MOWTROSS, one of the general's aides, snaps to attention.

- ‘e T e -
PN -

MONTROSS

GENERAL

What's the TQ on this?

CONTINUED
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MONTROSS

The last frigate to leave the Imperial capital
was at twenty-three forty, Sir.

GENERAL -

.

Have any ships at 211 left the planet? (to another
aide) Check with tk2 Guild on Horton three.

1MONTROSS | Y,

- olive . ————

At Egénty;four hundrsed, a full battalion of

stardestroyers lef: for what is projected to be

ANCIIORLETAD, or a nearby System. ' : ' e
GENIIRAL -

And no word from 'hitsun. lie should have reported .

by now. Captain Prue! ) T -

1

‘An older, .academic lookihg aide, steps forward.

PRUT - e e

Jadibdita =

What do you make of this?

PRUE

A battalion is invasion force... but the Empire S e
controls that entirz part of the galaxy.... A : R
revolution, maybe. 3t any rate, they're going : e
in the wrong direction to be any trouble for us. ‘ el A

The general ponders this for 2 few moments, then speaks almost
to himself.

GENERML
I don't know... It csesn't feel good.

MONT2SS

2]
e
K

)

GELTTY
Put ‘em on alert.

CONTINUED
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A loud uproar is heard on the far side of the war room.
Everyone turns to see a foreign dressed warrior pushing
his way past several guards and war-room bureaucrats.

The warrior, with his long hair tied in an odd bun on the
top of his head, is Kane Starkiller. 1lle is followed by his

son, Annikin, who rudely pushes the pesky bureaucrats out"
of the way.

BUREAUCRATS
It's restricted. You'll have to wait...(etec.)

KANE

—— —— e eciem -

Get out of my way, boy, before I grind you
into the surface...(etc.)

As the dauntless Starkiller approaches the general, the
guards -stop in-bewilderment as General Skywalker rushes up
to the warrior and embraces him. The two Jedi warriors

. laugh jubilantly and slap one another, as the aldes and
bureaucrats look on in amazement.

GENERAL

- ' Kane Starkiller - you old muscle-rat!

@@m What a sight! We heard that you had
‘(_ been executed.

KANE

So the Empire would like to believe.
I've been in the KESSIL System. . You
remember little Annikin.

' Rane puts his arm around his son, who has been'making eyes

at one of the cute young female aldes. He bows before the
General.

GENERAL

He takes after his mother! (They laugh)
It's so good to see you.

KANE

It's wonderful to be witn another Jedi
again.’ There are so few of us left.

The cute aide goes back to her duties, flirting with Annikin
as she passes. The younqg warrior pinches her on the ass,
which startles her, but she goes on like nothlng happened.

CONTINUED
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CENERAL

I X
\{ What a sight! .

The two JEDI stand looking at one another, hardly believing .
the other is real. TFinally, the general realizes his aides . ‘-
are standing around, gawking at the duo. - -

GENERAL (to the aids)

Wake up, gentlemen. You're on alert. Xeep o
me posted on that battalion. el e

17. COHMTROL STATION - UNDERGROUND FORTRESS - AQUILAE

The general, Starkiller, and his son enter a small glass
enclosed control office. They sit, and an awkward silence
passes as each man waits. for the other to speak. ]

KANE

I've come for your help. j

GENERAL : e e
py Anything you ask. You're a JEDI brother. We're . . lie
A one. : L

M¥ friend, we've been through much together...

I've been through much since we parted. I've

lost much... The Empire has chased us half way: -

across the galaxy... There is no refuge. One

day they will come here... Take my son as your'

Padawan Learner. He would be a Jedi. I've

trained him from birth. He's reached the fifth

stage. He fought in the Kessilian civil wars -
and commanded a Hubble expedition to the CONE . i
Systems. He's a good boy, Luke, and one hell ' a
of a fighter. '

The general looks down, somewhat embarrassed. He scératches
his head, then smiles.

GENERAL

01d friend, you do me too much honor.
I was ncver a match for you. Why don't you finish
his training yourself? : o

CONTINUED
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I'm too old, Luke. I can't go on... You must

finish it.
GENERAL

What kind of talk is this? You're not the
0ld Starkiller I remember. Too o0ld?!?

Starkiller suddenly ignites in a rage and swings his left ¢ e
forearm down with a mighty blow across the solid chrome

desk the general is-sitting-on. The old JEDI warrior's
forearm cracks in two, spewing forth wires, and many fine
rmulticolored electronic components. The artificial limb
flops lifelessly to Starkiller's side. .The warrior rips
open his tunic, revealing a plastic chest stuffed with

£lashing electric parts.

KAME (angrily)

I'm not the same. There is nothing lefﬁ but
my head and right arm... 'I've lost too much, S,

Luke...I'm dving.

The g¢general bows his hecad in sorrow for one of the greatest

warriors in the galaxy and a dear friend.
GENERAL
I'm sorry...

RANE

I'm sorry. I keep losing control. I'm very tired...

Take my son! The JEDI-BEMDU must survive.

We must

prass it on. Only a JEDI can stop the Empire. We're
very old, Luke. A newv generation of JEDI must be

started. Take him; teach him the way of the JEDI-

BENDUT. ..

Captain lontross bursts into the office and somewhat excitedly

salutes the gencral.

MONTROSS

Sir! we have picked up somethingf An asteroid, or
--801lid comet moving away from the Anchorhead System.

WAR ROOM - UNDERGROUND FORTRESS - AQUILAE

'I'l}e general.rushes out of the control station.and back to the
giant Galatic display. HLe is followed by Montross, Starkiller

and his son.

L ]

—

p——

CONTINUED
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20. .
GEMNERAL
Are you sure it's not the battalion? . S m
MOHTROSS

L L T R i

A solid object. 1It's as big as our Third Moon.

PRUE

It's too large to be man-made, and it's too slow

to be a comet. o Ce ,“ﬁ"gshnﬂ;wa3
GENEDAL R

Analysis? )
MONTROSS

It's too far out,

- . .
Lowmt e m -

GENLCRAL X

I'll be with the king. Report as soon as YOU . mr wma .ﬁﬂff
can get a reading on it. (turning to Kane's A T

son) Captain Starkiller, from now on you stlck
close to me.

The older Starllller smiles, and puts his good arm around his . . .-
old friend. _ . C el e

DINING CIIANBER - PALACE OF LITE - J\QUILAE

TR MERRA T
King Kayos moves his arm around BREHA's walst as they stand " '
on a balcony watching the giant twin suns of Aquilae dlsapnear .
behind a distant dune range. Thé general enters, rather in a .
rush, followed by the young Starkiller, who is now dressed in .-ﬁ;-
the white uniform of the Aquilaean starforce. (He still wears ™ % -
the distinctive KESSILIAN hair knot.) They bow before the . R
king. .o B

* KAYOS (pointing to the suns)

Aren't they beautiful, General? “"Always and : ;&
never the same." You're just in time for dinner. R

* GENETAL C
I have‘comq for other reasons. Could....

RAYOS

IR ART

Relax, General. UWe will discuss it, but over
- dinner, There are times, Luke, when I find
you a bit too rigid. 1Is this your new disciple?

CONTINUED
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Starkiller is 1ill at ease and bows again. .

STARKILLER

Annikin Starkiller, Sir.
KAYOS
Where's Kane?
GENERAL

He left for the spaceport at GORDON to visit
——an old friend;- Han Solo, the Ureallian.

KAYOS
We are becoming quite a refuge.
The group sits at a large table, and food is brought in by
servants. They eat. Starkiller is nervous and watches the
general,to make sure he is being proper. .

GENERAL

My Lord, several events have occurred which
P lead me to believe we are in imminent danger
f* of attack. There is no longer time for
7¢,- discussion and debate... .
KAYOS
What events?
GENERAL
Whitsun, our best agent, has disappeared in
the Imperial capital. There is unusual'r military
traffic in the S-4 sectors...
KAYOS

Unless .you have direct, concrete proof of a
pending attack, there is nothing I can do.

GENERAL

By the time we have proof, it may be too late.

CONTINUED
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KAYOS
Luke, I'n leaving tonight. for AMSEL. I'm
mcetlng with the full assembly first thing ' )
in the morning. I am not going to approve .
the Alliance Treaty, and I will get your ot T
-defense measure approved. Just be patient.
You will have the war code. ' -

GEHEPRAL

Tormorrow may be too late. My Lord, I need Saeth
the war code now. We must get our forces
into space.

RAYOS

Cut it must be done legally, with everyone's
approval. Tomorrow you will have that. I

~ doubt the Empire would attack before rece1v1ng
our answer. The separation of war powers is
the one condition upon which you assumed
command of our forces. You're a friend,; Luke, and

e

I trust you. But you're alsoc an outlanuer who RO S
controls a great deal of power. I can't for-
sake my oath any more than you can. Just be
patient. You will have the code tomorrow.
Captain lontross enters the large chamber and bows before-the L
king. ' .
MONTROSS e
I bring a report to General Skywalker, My Lord. ﬁtﬁf:ﬁ
KAYOS i
Ycu may deliver it.
g

NMONTTOSES

Sir, tlic asteroid has disappeared from our scopes.
There is no tracc of it.

GLIIERAL
Were they able to analyse it?
| IMLTROSS
It never came within range, Sir.,
The yeneral rises, quickly followed by Starkiller.

CONTINUED
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GCIEFRAL

Excuse us, My Lord. We'd better get back. I
will wait patiently for the approval.

The general and liontross exit the chamber. Starkiller takes R
one last bite of his dinner, then dashes after his mentor. -7 &

20. WAR ROOM - UNDERGROUND FORTRESS - AQUILAE

The general sits rigidly, facing the big Galatic dlsplay board .

oevgral.aldesand bureaucrats rush to and fro, ignoring the

general.

and snaps._tao_attention..-The- general's eyes open.

He is asleep. Captain Prue approaches the general"i"

GENERAL : -
What are the rcsults?
PRUE
Negative, ‘Sir. o
GENERAL e s
Are you sure? ' , . o iJfF; '.:£@;
PRUE
Ahsolutely,
GEHERAL L
It's just not possible. Somethiné that size - °° "35777”'1255
can't just disappear without a trace...Check L S
it again. L e
PRUE
That's the tenth negative, Sir.
GENF.PAL | o

I said check it- again.

Captain Prue retreats to a computer station. The general looks
around for Starkiller.

GEHNERAL

Starkiller!

’Jgﬁa Everyone near the general turns, but Starkiller doesn't show.
N

o

\

Where is that boy?, Montross!

GLIIERAL

CONTINUED
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llontross rushes to the general and snaps to attention.
GLENERAL
Page Starkiller.

Montross goes bacl: to his station and a few moments later, ~°°°
Starkiller is paged over the F.A. system. The general waits,
watching the big board. Iventually, Starkiller stumbles out

of an enclosed computer closet, fastening his pants and tucking
in his tunic. 2 moment later, the cute female aide rather
sheepishly exits the computer closet. She also is in the

ledging his presence; then, suddenly, without warning and in

one nasterful flash motion, the general stands, grabs a small

baton attached to his helt (which immediately ignites into a
four-foot glowine lazersword,) and swings at the young warrior's
head. In an equally quick movement, Starkiller ignites his
lazersword and blocks the general's blow. Everyone in the‘*war

room is surprised and startled. After a moment, they rush to

the general, Starkiller and the general stand motionless for :
a few moments, with lazerswords locked in mid-air, creating a -~ -v7-%&°
low buzzing sound. Finally, the general grins, and Starkiller
hesitantly relaxes. They lower their swords and turn them off.

GEMNERAIL
You are trained well, but fenember, a JEDI

must be single-minded, a discipline your
father obviously never learned, hence your

.existence. Clean yourself up. Discipline e AR TR

is essential. Your mind must follow the ‘ ¥

way of the BENDU. Lt
STARRILLER .

It won't happen again, Sir. There are many
ncw....

P.A.
General Skywalker, white com. -
The gencral moves to a control station anq picks up a phone.
| PHONE VOICE

Sir, Captain Whltsun has just been admitted
to Med Vac.

GENTDPAL
What's his condition?

CONTINUED
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25.

PIIONE VOICE
No date, Sir.
GEMNERAL ) L
I'm on my way _- -
MED VAC EITRGENCY POOM - UNDERGROUNIID FORTRESS

Captain Starkiller waits in an outer chamber as General Sky- .
walker rushes into the !Med Vac emergency room where several

doctors adre-working on- the ‘prostrate Whitsun. : _ -

GENERAL : ~ Lo

What's his condition? Is he conscious?
DOCTOR I

Partially. He'll be all right - a few .
bruises, primary exhaustion.... i

Whitsun thrashes around in a semi-conscious state. He sees B
the general. . . ’ o

CHEFPAL

"hat happened,boy? What's going on?
~ WHITSUN (with difficulty)

The Imperial Starforce is already on its -i..zgja?V;f R

way, not far behind me... They're going
to attack.

GENERAL 77 TTtvo--

' ....—-
Are you sure? :

WHITSUN
I have tapes...A giant space fortress....
He struggles to give General Skywalker his ring.
GENERAL
As big as our Third Moon?

WHITSUN

Bigger. TIt's unlilke anything I've ever seen.
Sophisticated deflection systems.... work in
opposition to the suns.

CONTINUED
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26.

GENERAL

They vill show up on our screens at . ) .
suarise. They'll attack before that.
The general rushes into the outer chamber where Captain T
Starkiller is waiting for him,

GENERAL
Take the fastest landspeeder to CHATHOS. Pick,_,hw(w;ﬂy,_é#
up Princess Leia... and only Princess Leia. SR .
‘Return by way -of- the Great Reef. Most speed. e =
Starkiller exits: and the general goes to an lntercom and ~ 77 et

pushes several buttons.

CEULRAL
Hontross. . . L
HONTROSS : ]
Sir! SRS *" . *: "‘" - -"‘-
GENERAL o A Lif

Full alert....everyvthing! Get the Royal
Family back here.

HHONTROSS

The princess is at CHATHOS. There are no SRR V)

transportsS....

' CENERAL o N

I've already sent Captain Starkiller for her! .-
Contact the king, first priority. Ile's

probably still en route to AMSEL. Use the

scan com. I'm on my way.

WAR ROOM = UNDLERGROUND FORTRESS - AQUILAE

The war room is on full alert. CLCveryone is at attention, waiting
for the command that will put them into action. The general
enters a communication center, followed by many aldes. Captain.
Montross and. the com alde salute.

I"OITROSS

WUe're having a problem getting through, Sir.
There is a great dcal of interference.

PRUC

‘ .
It could be jamming.
’ CONTTNTIPN




GENERAL

Try a surface link through AMNSEL.

27.

The aides go back to the com-link systen to try to get a line

through to the king.

PRUE

We should be able to spot them at sunrise....

That's not too far off.
GENERAL

Hey'll attack with sunrise. Until the king
glves us that code to start the war computers,

we'll just have to sit tight.
PRUE

All units are on alert, Sir. .
GENERAL (to Montross)

Have you made contact yet? (to himself)
is one hell of a way to run a war.

PRUE
Sir?

COURTYARD - ACADEMY OF CIIATOS - AQUILAE

This

A landspeeder roars into a courtyard of the Academy at Chathos.
Starkiller jumps out, and runs up to the large, heavy doors of
the acadeny. Theyv are locked. He bangs madly on the carved
metallic door, until finally an old woman manages to swing it
open, Starkiller rushes past her into the main courtyard where
Princess Leia and her hand-maiden, Hina, struggle with two large

several more cases

STARKILLER

Forge£ the cases - we've no time.
LEIA ‘

These are' my things. They must...

| STARKILLER

I said forget them, and hurry...

LEIA

Just who do you think- you are?

--cases., They are followed by two very old matrons, dragglng

CONTINUED
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28.

Starkiller grabs the .princess by the arm, and Lo .
hauls her to the speeder. Mina and the old women run after
then. '

LEIN

I will not be treated like this! You bring
my things.... !ly father will have your head... (etec.)

Leia struggles tobreak away from the young warrior's grasp as
he opens the door of the speeder.

STARKILLER : AR S

Settle downl!

When the door to the speceder is opened, Mina starts in, and
Starkiller stops her. '

STARKILLER
You must stay. Here, take the Crest.

Starkiller rips the royal crest from the princess' neck, and

hands it to the startled handmaiden. The 0ld women gasp in 1#:“"b‘

horror. The princess starts hitting Starkiller, with little D
result. '

PRINCESS

Mina's not staying...I'm not leaving her.
You can't....

Starkiller punches her square on the jaw and knocks her cold. ™ '
Mina is panic stricken, one. of the o0ld women faints, and another
starts for Starkiller with a large staff.

STARKILLER

She'll be all right. I'm taking her to safety... --
as ordered., You will wear the crest and continue
as before..

The authority of Starlkiller's voice stops the old lady. He o
places the princess into the speeder, -and maneuvers it T
out of the courtyard. Mina puts on the crest as the speeder

races away from the academy. .

WAR POOI1- = -UNDERGROUHND FORTRESS - AQUILAE
Queen Breha, Biggs and Windy are escorted into a rest area of
the war room. General Skywalker sits rigidly in a chair in the -
cormunications area, apparently asleep.

IONTROSS

Sir, we've made contact!

CONTINUED
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The general opens his eyes and takes the intercom mike.

- ‘

RKAYOS
i
W What is it, General?
GEHRERAL
--The-Ehpire will attack on the rising of the -
sun. My agent made it back. I now have proof.
I need the war code... LT e
KAYOS® . ) . RPN - e e [ER

I!'1l-relay it directly to the computer. Is ‘ .
Breha...? ' . I e

GENERAL . :

The Roval TFamily is safe. Starkiller has
gone after Princess Leia...

KAXOS

I'm on my way back. . : o : SRR DFL IR

25. RED PLAIIIS - AQUILAC

g@« The small caravan of four speeders sits motionless on the vast ,

(?4 red plains of Aquilae. The king returns the intercom to the | o
' pilot and takes a small metallic card from around his neck and

"gives it to the co-pilot.

RAYO0S

Send this sub-land, priority one. (to the pilot)
Get us back to CALVAS immediately!

The four speeders turn around and scream away in the direction .
they had come. They pass a huge ultrasleek powerplow, plantinge=— = -.°
'green fungus in endless furrows. Two clayv-covered farmers, L
riding atop the ponderous machine, watch the speeders disappear S
over the horizon, and into the rising twin suns. A bright object,
twinkling in early morning heavens, catches the eye of the older -
of the two farmers, and he brings the machine to a lumbering halt.
The younger farmer also notices the object, and stares skyward, . S
shading his eyes to get a better view.

Suddenly there is a huye, bright atomic flash on the.horlzon. | SRy

A few moments later, a-thunderous shaking, followed by high S
winds, tumbles the older farmer from his perch. A second flash .
on the opposite horizon bLrings another jolting earthquake, and LA
4 the younger farmer collapses, terror frozen on his face. .. =~ - GRS
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26. READYROO!M - SPACLPORT OUTPOST - AQUILAE

Chaos. Red scramble lights are flashing. Alert horns and attack ..:
buzzers create an unbelievable cacophony. Air warriors, with the
distinctive circle and cross medallion on their white space suits,
scramble out of the low, concrete readyroom, grabblng helmets and R
spacepacks as they race out of the door. S

27. ATTACK RUNWAY - SPACEPORT OUTPOST - AQUILAE

Twelve pilots and navigators dash in unison to a line of waiting .
two-man starships of the destroyer class. Ground Crews SCUIZXY ; .. i-iuit
back and forth, loading last-minute armament, and unlocking -3;’
power couplings, PILOT LEADER, a rugged, handsome boy of twenty, el
gives his ground crew a signal that his is okay. He has a w1nn1ng
smile and a distinctive scar along the side of his face. His -
crew chief pats him on the back.

vt ‘-ﬂ"

CHIET S
Knock them all the way back to Alderaan. . . ."mﬁfi.ﬂ. ey

The canopy is closed and the powerful starship moves onto. the
_ runway. Other crewmen say good-bye to their pilots, some grin, .
'wr --.- some kidding - all with a great deal of hidden emotion. The din
iz 7. of two dozen retrorockets cuts through the uproar, and six silver’™ )
spacecraft leave the runway, and disappear into the morning cloud @ . '
cover, : :

WAR ROOM - UNDERGROUND FORTRESS ~ AQUILAE o N

The general stands before a giant display of the Aquilaean solar -

system. lMontross signals the general. o oo R .
MONTROSS - S S
They're away, Sir. Six from éordon. All other space-:f":vigé
ports were hit. The klng E?SP t arrived yet:. _fﬁtfqu—" !
| ‘GENERAL -

Keep checking. Put those fighters' intercom over
the P.A.

The general sits at one of the intercom panels, and puts on a
headphone. A row of monitors is before him. He turns to .
Montross. , e . oLl e

GENERAL
Where are they?

SPACE - AQUILAE IN ECLIPSE

The eerie, reddish-yellow planet of Aquilae slowly drifts into _
view from total eclipse. A small, bright speck, orbiting.. _ .. el

- vea -

CONTINUED
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' thé planet, sparkles in the light of the twin suns.. The six :
deadly Aquilaecan starships settle ominously into the fore- T e e
ground, moving swiftly toward the orbiting speck. As the sleek .
starships move closer, the orbiting speck is revealed to be a _
gargantuan space fortress. The moon-sized satellite _ - _ _
fortress dwarfs the approaching fighters. Every few moments,

explosions create blinding flashes on the planet's surface,
as the fortress bonbards the planet with a fusillade of lazer

bOltS- ’
30. AQUILAEAN STARSHIP - INTERIOR . et ,,
TS
Pilot leader, in the. flret ship, signals to his navigator who ;a*w:
sits in a small, isolated glass Hubble to the rear of the craft. -
General Skywalker is seen on one of many monitors. A view of = 7 Y

the space fortress is on another. The rest are filled with - =
various computer readouts and displays. One of the.other A
starships reports to Pilot Lecader. "

DEVIL SIX (intercom) T s

Look at the size of that thing! ey, Eowman, . " A

I hope you remembered to bring your pop gun,

Sheen e 'cause I think we caught us a blg one thls.
' " time....

gﬁ\ - PILOT LEADER N

-\‘.:“L,j;.' Cut °ffl DGVll Slx. o e .Stand by- . . LT KT RS e

GENEPAL (monitor) v o oL

It looks like they're still using the basic . " . o
quad-tristation configuration. Use a "ranger SN A
defense.” Concentrate on breath ports and lock = i <
areas. :

PILOT LEADER : —

Affirmative bhase...Copy and transmit.... :
Devil Two, checlk your rotation plates. ) 4 a

DEVIL TWO

Roger, Boss. We're getting a threshold dls- P
turbance on gyro-three. _ _ A R
] GENERAL (monitor) R
Switch over, Five, cover it! ...Devil pack,
generate a spread six formation...May the
- force of others protect you.

ST YR

PILOT

Settle in...Devil pack, stand bv. Mark five... S o
break off, Here we go. God save us all T

T - . . .- ST - . . b oete 4 ee wEee
R e St Pt
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33.

32.

SPACE - AQUILAEAM STARSHID

Fucl pods arc jettisoned. The half-dozen fightecrs break off
inteo a powerline attack on the huge fortress. Multiple lazer-
bolts streak from the starships,creating small explosions on
the complex surface of the fort.

INTERIOR MAIN CORRIDOR - INPERIAL SPACE FORTRESS

The chaos of battle echoes through the vast corridors of the
fortress. 1alls buckle and cave in, sucking debris and per-
sonnel into the vacuum Qf ocuter space. Alarm sirens scream .
as soldiers scramble to large. turbe-powered lazer gun emplace- -~ ',
ments. Sargents yell orders—through the smoke and confusion. . —==._
Men and robots of various shapes and sizes run to their battle
stations. : T TR

-

WAR ROOM - UNDERGROUHND FORTRESS - AQUILAE

The monitors with pictures from the starships suddenly go blank. i
Technicians check channels as others in the war room silently - - - .
listen to the action over the intercom. The general remains

calm, but concerned. - '

e PILOT LEADER (intercom) v ., AR

Tighten it up... Devil Two, tighten it up. '3:]~ L
Watch those towvers.... ’ :

DEVIL TWO (Chewie) L e
Heavy fire, Boss. Twenty-three degrees.
PILOT LEADER . R Tt

I see it, Pull in... we're picking up some "ﬂfgi'fqﬁff’
interference. ‘ : L

DEVIL SIX | -

Wow, I've never seen such fire power. o
PILOT LEADER

Pull in, Devil Two...Pull in!- Chewie???!!
DEVIL TWO (Chewie)

I'm all right, Boss. I've got a target.
DEVIL SIX

There is too much action, Chewie. Get out!

CONTINUED - .
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PILOT LEADER

Break off, Chewie.... Acknowledge. Devil Six, .
can you see Devil Two?

DEVIL SIX o -

I've lost him. There's a very heavy fire zone
on this side. My radar's jammed.

DEVIL FIVE

lle's gone....No, wait. There he is...Fin damage,'J:_f* T
but he's all right. .

A sigh of relief sweeps across the war room. The monitors -~ - .-
flash on, then off again.

e DEVIL FOUR (intercom) D X

Watch your back, Boss! Watch your back!! ~ ' Do

34. AQUILAEAN STARSHIP

-« -~ . The speedy little fighters dart back and forth across the soft™ -
o underbelly of the fortress, leaving a trail of destructmon

é@ﬁ behind them. _
( .

PILOT LEADER

Converge on socuth axis po;nt, p01nt three nine four.
It appears accessible. I'm going.to map the )
-surface., Devil Four, cover me! -
"~ Pilot leader and Devil Four dive in unison through a forest of ..°
radar domes, antennae, and gun towers. Devil Four fires into the
- protrusions as the two starships criss-cross the surface of the
fortress. Suddenly, a dense harrage of lazerfire erupts from a -
tower, catching Devil Four hroadside. The spacecraft bursts
into a million flaming pieces. Pilot Leader reacts to the loss
of his wing man, but continues on his mission. '

35. SUB-HALLVAY - IMPERIAL SPACE FORTRFSS

Constant explosions rock the interior of the fortress. Civilians,
including women and childrern, scurry for safety in the panic-
ridden hallways. Two constructlon robots, ARTWO DETWO (R2D2)
and See Threepio (C3PO),Aare bhlown, slipping and sliding across
the hallway floor into sone freight canisters. Both robots are
rather old and battered. ARTWO is a short, (three feet) claw-
armed tri-ped. I'is face is a mass of computer lights, surrounding
> a radar eye. TIREEPIO is a tall, gleaming android of human pro- SR
'ﬁf’ portions. He is thin, with a +otally metallic surface of an Art <

N Deco design. The robots attempt to get out from under the cani-
sters, but rushing gas from a hroken pipe keeps lknocking them -
over. :

CONTINULD
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THREEPIO y

This is madness; we're going to be destroyedii
I'm still not accustomed to space travel. ’

\

\

ARTWO R "-'f?ﬁ

The external bombardment does appecar to be
concentrated in this area. The structure
has exceeded the normal stress quotient by
p01nt four, althoucgh there appears to be no
immediate danger.

- i - P Kl ol

N o
A R L LU L

TIREEPIO

o immediate danger! You're faulty. This
is madness!

hrtwo gives Threepio a sheepish look and clings to a side-
rail for dear life, as debris flies through the hallway. . .. . .. =73

36. AQUILAEAN STARSHIP :

Devil Two (Chewie), a young hotshot of about sixteen years, =+ ;]
" miraculously dives his ship through a virtual wall of lazer
fire, and blasts a huge radar disc into dust. Chewie signals
his navigator, who lets out a whooping cheer, as the craft

veers into a victory roll.

PILOT LEMADER

Great moves, Chewie. Regroun at p01nt two, zero

one. Coincide, Devil Six. S
GENERAL . R e
¥ace, your map projection shows a weak point o e

at south portal: niner point six. Concentrate
the attack on that point. Coordinate. e

PILOT LEADER
I sec it... It looks good.

Devil Five and Devil Three bob and weave in formation toward
a giant transformer jutting from the fort's surface. -

DEVIL THREE L
I've got a... We're hit. We're hit.

PILOT LEADER
Lject...Rject, Babs; Babs, do fbu read?

DY TN

CONTINUED °
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DEVIL THREEDL

I'm okay. I can hold it. Clear me a little, ”_;_:;;rjr;;hu,
Devil Five... Watch it! Watch itl!

Devil Three wobbles a little, then drops away sharply, plowing L

into a lazergun emplacement, causing a hideous series of chain 7,
reaction exnlosions.

37. SUB-HALLWVAY - IMPERIAL SPACE FORTRESS

A huge explosion rips a large hole in the ceiling of a sub=-
hallway. Artwo and Threepio are in a state of shock as they "~

- scramble tHTough thé rubble. 7There is a constant sound of .
crearlng and snapping as the sections of the hallway resettle
in the fortress superstructure. : -

(1}

ARTVO

You're a mindless, useless philosopher... Come on! . -
Let's go back to work; the system is all right.

TIIREEPIO

You overweight glob. of grease. Quit following mg.}ﬁ
"Get away. Get away. ' o : e ‘-3;

(gﬁh Suddenly, the hallway lurches, and a dead trooper falls through
r . a gaping hole in the ceiling. The foot of the carcase is caught |

in the rubble and it hangs upside down, staring at the two " —; ...
robots. Artwo grabs Threepio, and they cling to each other in
terror. ’

e, e

ARTWO SRR

.t
tEd

We're lost. We're destroyed.

Three harp blasts from an airhorn send the two androids runnlnq‘, :iﬁt
for cover in a hurned-out cdoorway. Five grim-faced troopers "
riding small rocket platforms pass the two mechanical men. -

38. GOVERNOR'S QUARTERS - I!MPERIAL SPACE FORTRESS

The five troopers race through several hallways, and finally stop

in front of an important looking office complex. Two officers -
dismount and enter the complex. They pass through several heavily ..
guarded doorways until they reach the main chamber. Seated be- .
hind a large, cluttered desk surrounded by generals and attaches -
is Governor loedaack. GCeneral Vader paces in front of a row of
blank monitors. The two officers salute Ceneral Vader.

FIRST OFFICER Co e %fﬁf;

All com-link power is out. Twenty-two transformer

sections havé been destroyed. The situation is grave

on all southern levels. Com-link communication o
should be repaired shortly. . e

COMTINUED
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The officers salute, turn and leave the chamber. The general _
turns to Governor lloedaaclk, who looks a little worried. . L el

VADER

"Don't look so worried. HNot even a JCDI
could penetrate this fortress...We've
alrecady wiped out most of their forces.

. HOEDAACK

If-it goes on too-long, we'll run over .  ?7”‘~};';
budget. When do the landings begin? T : ‘

VADER

As soon as the attack has been broken:
not long. '

A short, stocky attache salutes the general.

ATTACIIE
Contamination has set in on quadrents B-5 - “ ' - . Vinad L
and R-4. All sections are sealed. We've =~ .~ = 7oi. 7o
lost two major power stations in the . ‘
southern quadrents. That puts section 5-1 "
in serious trouble. - '

The general turns away in controlled anger and embarrassment.

39. VAR ROOIM.-UNDERGROUND FORTDRESS - AQUILAE cer e e Al
The general sits in a glasé enclosed computer station, watching =
the battle progress on several monitors. An officer enters and
salutes the general. '

e
OFFICLER

Analysis reports those 2Q configurations are
definitely power transformers...Everything in
the southern sectors of the fortress is out.

GEMNERN, SKYWALKER
I'm surprised they are still using external ' .- ~"'ﬁ?1
-pover units. It's a definite weak point. S :
Concentrate on searching for the main cross-
link transformer. .

The officer exits as lontross rushes in. B

HONTROSSG

The senate has voted to end the war. e

. - -
LT ] -

CONTINUED . < -
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GLHERML

g They can't do anything without the king's L e
. ‘ approval; which gives us a little time... : :
e llave you been able to regain contact with

@@M the Xing? .

MONTROSS

No, Sir, All ground communications are
jammed.

GEMERAL
Send four men..from. third squad, to meet the . . .=~ 3
king, and escort him back. Let me know before T nm o SE
he arrives. Is Starkiller back with the RN
princess? . . S
MOIITROSS
Mo, Sir. They're long -overdue.

Pilot Leader checks in over the intercom. ;

e PILOT LEADER

(f' All right, base one, we're in position.
g ' An officer with headphones looks to the general. He signals - . . ;.

o to attack.

40. AQUILAEAM STARSHIPS

All four starships.ﬁive in formation toward a main transformer
area, flanked by several solar towers. -

PILOT LEADLR

Hold your fire until we're within point zero R
five four... lMake it count.

Several ack-ack lazers begin to open fire on the approaching

spacecraft. The starships direct their fire at a large black
transformer, which when hit, spurts bright blue and white elec-

trical arcs. One of the starships (Devil Five) explodes and

careens out of formation, leaving an erratic trail of smoke, ) .
before eventually crashing into a solar panal. B TS

41. SU'B-HALLWAYS - IHPERIAL SPACE FORTRESS

The 1mpact of the exploding starship can be felt throughout

the giant fortress. The tall, gleaming Threepio races through

several corridors, yelling at Artwo, who struggles valnly to
6@& keep pace with his stubby mechanical feet.

..

-~
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. Threepio brealis open the secal on an emergency lifepod A

TIIREEPIO

eeesI don't care what vou do, but I'm getting =+ = - "
out. All the power's out. Those explosions

arc coming from the reactor section. This is L oL
the end. Abandon ship. T I

ARTVWO

Our worlk - we can't lcave! It's desertion.
It's not possible. It's not possible.

THREEPIO | T

e e o oo oE - -

Your programming is so limited. Ny first T el e
order is preservation. You stay. I'm - e
going to eject before the whole thing goes y

up.

red warning light hegins teo flash, and a low hum is heard. R R
The lanky chrome androié works his way into the cramped '
four-man craft.

ARTWO . . oo i

These lifepods aren't for us! It's not right!
A new explosion, this time very close, sends dust and debris
through the narrow passageway. Flames lick at the two robots.
The runt-sized Artwo Jjumps into the lifepod.
ARTHWO ‘ R
It's the end. Eject. Eject.

The safety door snaps shut, and the pod ejects from the
fortress.

T

AQUILAEAN STARSHIPS | T

The terrified androids in the lifepod speed away from the ' B
fortress, and pass the attacking starships. ' :

DCVIL TWO ’ : -
Object approaching. Attack bearing...
DEVIL FOUR o
| It's a lifepod. Forget it. We've got... S .l§ .;_447-
Devil Four is hit by lazer fire, and disintegrates, leaving a.

trail of flaming particles. The two remaining craft continue
the assault. Chewie and Pilot Leader watch the remains of

.Devil Four dlsappear. The general appears over one of the

monitors. . < /..-u ..-fﬁ:

CONTTNITEN
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GLINERAL

Analysis indicates transformer code zero three '
is the main relay. it it, and the whole thing
goes dead.

PILOT LLADCR
We're on our way.
43. GOVERIOR'S QUARTERS - IIPERIAL SPACE FORTRESS

A row of monitors and the main overhead lights go on, and a _.

oy,

trooper appéars on one of theé ‘screens. - ST
TROOPER

Internal relays operative. All power : : -
restored. 2All contaminated arcas sealed. . ' .

An officer appears on another monitor.
OFFICER o

Only two enemy craft remain operative. e e s e sera—e 7 i
We calculate victory by zero three hundred.’ RIS T

66  General Vader switches to another monitor.: : ' L
' VADER

Alert the invasion forces. (turning to the
governor). The planet is ours. A three

hour war. You expected longer. JLDI or not,
we've lLeaten him, and the culture is intact.’

IIOEDAACK

A truly great prize for the Empire. They have R
a treasure. of biotic science. Genetics, cloning - o
they've added two-hundred vears to a lifespan. '
Remesaber, you must caprture at least one member

of the Roval Family alive. The Aquilae family

has ruled this swvstem for ten thousand years. The
peonle will follow no other.- - If the royal 1line

is Lroken, there is a good chance the entire _
population will destroy themselves and their know- .
ledge before submitting to our rule.

The general is interrupted by a call on one of the monitors.

.@wh OFFICER (on monitor)

We've rececived a'message from the planet....

-1 4
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P

40.

AR ROO!M - UNDERGPOUND FORTRESS - RQUILAE

Ceneral Skywalker watches a giant compu?ér display of the
fortress mapped by the starships. An aide approaches.

AIDE

Sir! The ling's convoy was destroyed at
CAT.DIN. All the hodies were contaminated.

GENERMAL

I will audience with tle queen.... Who knows
—of this? =~ T '

AIDE
Yany. It came throuch civilian sources.
GENERAL

Confine Senator Sandage %o his quarters.
Use any pretexzt. Where is the senator’ now?

Sandage and several other senators enter the. computer station. . i

 SAINDAGE
Right here, General...It's over. We've already-
relayed peace terms. to the Empire, and they've
been accepted. Your war has ended.

The general is angry and stands pointing at the senators.

space

They jump back, as if the general were pointing a gun at them,

General

Senator, thiis war isn't over. It's just begqun.
I take my commands from the Royal Family.

SAIIDAGE
The queen concurs. I have her written decree.
It is to be irplementecd immediately..... I order
you to cease the attack. ’

GEMNERAL
Not likely...

SANDAGE
Treason? Revolution? The people won't follow

- you, General...nor will your troops. I suggest
you follow your orders. ‘

CONTINUED
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General Skywalker stands angrily pondering the situation.
Sandage and the other scnators are tensc, a little afraid
that he might cut them down on the spot.

SAIIDAGE
Well, General? T .
45, LIFCPOD - SKY OVER AQUILAE

The reddish-yellow mass of Aquilae seems to enqgulf the tiny
lifepod containing the two fleeing androids.

B P

ARTWO T

It's desertion. They'll destroy.us. How
could this happen?

ot THREEPIO

That's funny. The damage doesn't look as
bad from out here. ‘

46. AQUILAEAN STARSIIIPS e
‘ : T A
Pilot Leader and Devil Two make a second dive on the now
snnoldering transformer area. All firing from the fortress
suddenly stops. Pilot Leader looks baclk to his navigator,

who is equally puzzled. The two fighters continue to

attack the now silent fortress.

K

_ CHEWIEL (Devil Two)
I don't get it. What do you think, Boss? :':iff;"{_jxf¢'?tﬁ
General Skywalker appears on the monitors.
GENERAL (with difficulty) T e
Base one to Devil Leader...Scramble code niner.
Brealk your attac!:i, and return to base. Repeat,
breal your attack. Confirm,

PILOT LEADER

They're hurt, Sir, but they still have power.
We should finish....

GLNEDPAL

Break off. The war is over. Run on white lights.
Get back here, Mace. 'We're going to need you.

-

CONTINUED .
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PILOT LEADER

llvb .

(— Confirmed basc ond. We're on our way. Did
you copy, Chevie? ‘

DEVIL TWO

Roger, Boss,

The two starfighters hreak off the attack and start back
toward the planet. Without warning, the fort directs con-
centrated fire at the two starfighters. Devil Two instantly
bursts into flames, then disintegrates. Pilot Leader's tail
section is hit, and the ship pinwheels toward the planet.
Blood covers Pilot Leader's immobile face.

. - mee——

PILOT LEADER'S NAVIGALOR

- ———

7e're under fire...They re still shooting.’
I thought it was over. We're hit! We're
hit! DPilot is dead....Cjecting.

The dead "Pilot Leader” is jettisoned free of the craft, but
the navigator's eject panel is dead. He struggles with it,
then bangs on the canopy to no avail. The navigator is still
trappnd in the craft when it exploces, leaving only a puff of
pink smoke reflected in the rim light of the planet.

47. DESERT NEAR OUTPOST - AQUILAE

(?F“ Pilot Leader's cdead body drifts toward his arid mothcr-planet.

Ne Automatic roclets kick-in occasionally, to direct and soften
the landing. Two grev-clad troopers stand next to a military
"landspeeder;" watching the descending airwarrior through
electrobinoculars. Mace's corpse hits the ground rather hard,
creating a whirlwind of dust, and the two troopers rush over
to the pilot. The younger of the two troopers, a young boy in
his teens, cradles the dead starpilot in his arms and begins to
Cry.

43. VAR ROOI! - UNDERGROUND FORTRESS - AQUILAL ' : PR

General Skywalker sits alone, meditating in the deserted war
room. Montress approaches the contemplative general.

MOMITROSS
Ilo sign of Starkiller or the princess.
There was much damage in that area...
The queen will see you at ten hundred.

The genecral doesn't reply.

~N
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49, AMASSCilBLY - DEPARTURE AREA - INMPERIAL SPACE IORTERESS
General Vader stands behind a row of men at computer control
panels. A commander reports to the general.

COMMAMNDER

All enemy craft destroyed. TFirst and fifth
division, troops and equipment standing by.

Theée general gives a sly smile of approval and takes a micro-
phone f£rom one of the computer technicians. He speaks to the
troops and pilots waiting in their huge war machines for the
invasion order. '

c——

- A

VADER

The war is won. With the conquering of this
Systernn we have ushered in a new millennium for
the Empire; which will echo throughout the
universe. Our reward is the knowledge this
system possesses. This planet must be con-
trolled with a minimum of force, but you must
not think lightly of this enemy. They have
exacted a heavy toll. Today you will make the -
Empire complete. Do so with pride and care. -

Vader puts down the mike, and turns to his commander.

GENERAL , - : : P
Let the invasion begin.

50. EDGE OF TVE DUNL SEA - AQUILAE

JUNDLAND, or "no man's land," . where the rugged desert mesas
meet the forehboding dune sea. The two helpless astro robots
kick up clouds of dust as they clumsily work their way across
tiie desert coastline. The short Artwostruggles desperately . .
to keep up with the long-legged Threepio.

ARTWO )
It's not possible. We're not built for this.

Your nothing more than a dim-witted, emotion-

brained intellectual. Why you were created is

beyond my logic systems. Thanks to you, we're . o
deserters, and Ulll probably be destroyed on , R
sight. 2And on top of that, you're qgoing the

wrong ‘way! AIl this filth is getting....

The towering Threepio stops short and turns on the blabbering
mechanical runt.

THRELEPIO

I've had enough of you, you pragmatlc, near-
sighted "‘scrap pile. You go your own way.

. . CONTINUED
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lle picks up the tiny robot and tosses him several feet into a
large sand dune. Threepio starts off in the direction of the

dune sea. Artwo struggles to his feet, and shakes a metallic
clawv arm at his disappearing ex-partner.

ARTVIO
You'll he malfunctioning within a day.
You're going the wrong way, but your way
is always the wrong way. '

Threepio stops and yells to the smaller android.

o om erowmm eemcmpme o . PO

TIIREEPIO

And don't let me catch you following me,
begging for help, hecause you won't get it
from me.

Artwo's reply is a rather rude sound, which only an electronic
rerson could make. He turns and trudges off 1n the oppos;te
dlrectlon into the rocky desert mesas.

51. DUNE SEA - AQUILAL

o s e e

)

Threepio, hot and tired, struggleo up over the ridge of a dune,
’ only to find more dunes, which seem to go on for endless mlles.
<§“ He looks back in the direction he came.

TUREEPIO

You little malfunctioning twerp. This is all
vour fault. You tricked me into going this
way, but you'll do no better! T

Ile sits in a huff of anger ana frustration, knocking the sand T
from his joints.

s

52. DLSLRT MESA = NQUILAR

Artyo stumbles through a narrow canyon until he climbs over a
small boulder and sees hefore him a sight he first thinks is a
mirage. Nestled in a rocl: formation is a deserted land-
speeder. .Once the little robot is convinced that he is alone,
he approaches the battered speeder and begins to analyse it.

le climbs into the pilots seat, and attempts to start the
unfamiliar transport. Ile hears a sound,and stops for a moment.
lle sees nothing, so he continues to f£iddle with the control -
panel until the speedeér lurches forward with a start, banging
into a large rocl. The stubby android is shaken, but neither
he, nor the speeder secns to be damaged.

Shivers run down Artwo's metal spine, ané again he has an
eeric feeling that he is helng vatched. 1le slowly looks around,
and sces a large man, Captain Starkiller, standing directly
behind him., He is starilen, then terrified.

CONTINUED
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STATRIIILLER

Where is your master?

The little robot clicks and rattles, Lut doesn't speak.

STARKILLER (Cont.)
Can't you sneak? Ilow (o you relate your
data? VYou're of Karollian manufacture...
You should bhe akle to talk. Are you
damaged?

L1 I

Starkiller pokes at the, machlne, but doesn't see any damage.
Artwo eyes him susn1c1ouslj. The robot turns with a start and

discovers a young girl, Princess Leia, has been standing next
to him for some time.

PRIIICRSS (sarcastic)
Tell, General, who's your friend?
STARKILLER ,
. . I don't know. He doesn't seem to be able to.

talk. Damaged, probably....Jettisoned from a"
damaged ship...

DPPINICLSS
¥What cdo you intend to do with it?
STAFRILLER

We'll take it with us. Could be a storehouse
of valuable information.

Starkiller quides the androicd into the swall luggage area
-beliind the: front seat, then hops into the driver's seat.

PRINCESS

I don't want to ride with that thing. I
orcder you to destroy it immediately.

STARKILLER

Get in! - We've got to hurry if we're going v
to get across the "dunehedge” by nightfall...
You're coming, one way or the other. Will you
join us peaceably?

PN The princess reluctantly gets into the speeder, and it starts
“f' with a jolt.
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54.

46.

ﬁANDSPEEDER - DESTRT IMESAS - ACUILAL ' . !
The speeder flies along, a foot or so above the landscape.
PRINCESS

You are such a barbarian. I'll have my
father cut you into little pieces when

we get haclk...and I'll talie pleasure in
feeding you to the GONTHAS....a little

bit each day. I may save your eyecs though.
‘I have thenm petrlflcu and made into =za : i
necklace. o e m ey

arvse - -~ PR Y

STARKILLER

Your sweetness is only surpassed by your
beauty. Just try to remember, I'm only
folloving orders.

PRINCLSS
.«+ to beat me and abuse me?
STARKILLER | e e TR

I'm afraid I've only learned one way
to treat wild animals.

Artwo thrashes about, trying to relieve the pressure on his
crumped legs.

PRINCESS
You stay out of this.
DUNE SEA

Threepio struggles ton *the tor of a large dune. He is dirty and™
hot. His plight seerms hopeless. lle searches the horizon for

any sign of life. A glint of reflected light in the distance,
reveals an object speeding toward him. he chrome android waves
frantically, and yells at the approaching speeder. The sleek
landspeeder races past him about a hundred vards away. He runs
after it, screaming in desperation, until he stumbles and falls
head over heels down an enormous sand dune. Silently, the
speeder sweeps around in a circle and stops behind the immobile

robot. Starkiller jumps out of the landspeeder and is quickly
followed by Artwo.

PRINCESS

We're in a hurry, remember! If yvou're going
to stop for every unfortunate along the way,
we'll never get hack. We're lucky you got the
speeder running as 1t is.

.

CONTINUED
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Artwo wadd@les up to his fallen partner and starts pulling on

his leg, then runs up and starts pulling on his arm. E
ARTUO -
Function! TFunction! It's me. Come,on}
function. } i
STARKILLER .
Well, my little friend, you've found your
tongue. i
ARTVO B el
L
We must-help him.T. We've heen lost. L
STAPIILLER '

Where Qid you come from?

The little rohot runs around his fallen partner giving him e
small electric charges from his claw hand. Threepio shudders -
from hecad to toe, then regains consciousness. :

THREEPIO e e aesangre e g
* . . ' ooy - : "_’_:.": R A ,-..'r\".' .
. - . .

' What happened? ) _ )
= {“ ' " ARTWO | | o
k'" You're overheated. . Cn .rw~

STARKILLER

Where did you come from?
ARTWO | o o
We were jcttisoned from six twenty<nine, P.R. one. | J
’ STARKILLER , =
I'm.unfamiliar with that ship. What type is it?
| THREEPIO

It's a class M station, not a conventional craft.

Threepio then stands and shakes the young JEDI's hand.

CONTINUED -
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TIiREREPIO (Cont.)

I'm Seethreepio, Human~Cyborg Relations.
Your kindness is greatly appreciated.

Starkiller and the two robots walk back to the speeder.
LANDSPLRIDER — DRSERT CANYON - AQUILAD .
Foth Artwo and Threepio are stuffed into the tiny luggage
compartment. It is late in the day when the speeder rumhles

to a stop in a small desert canyon surrounded by steep cliff
and broken boulders. .

== ' STARKILLER
 We'll rest here.
THROLCPIO

At last. The transport is welcome but my joints
are frozen. .

Everyone climbs out of the low-slung speeder. ' Starkiller
watches the two androids as they stretch their mechanical-limbs.

ARTWO

I've got a bad case of dust contamination. I -
can barecly mnove. :

THRLEPIO

What a foresaken place this is. We seem to - - =~ - . %

be made to suffer. It's our lot in life. Sir,
coula you tell....

Threepio turns and notices that Starkiller and the princess have
disappeared. Iiec looks all arounds - LA

THRELPIO
Where did they go? They've disappeared.
ARTWO
lMaybe they were attacked! I sehse danger!
IIIDDE!N FORTITRISS ﬁHTRANCE - DESERT CALlIYOM - AQUILAE

Captain Stariiiller and Princess ILeia hurry through a maze of
large boulders, until theyv reach a sheer roclk face. Starkiller
locks around to see if they werc followed. Suddenly, a large
section of the rock slides away, revealing a well-lit corridor
carved out of the roclki, Thery cnter, and are greeted by two
jubilant guards. Starkiller gives thel some orders and points

L ]

CONTINUED
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58,

in the direction of the ;peodcr. The secret rock door silently
glldeo closed. _ -

PAIN LIZALLUAY - UNDERGPOUMD FORTRESS - MQUILAL

Starlziller and the princess are greeted by General Skywalker
and iontross. They bow hefore the princess.

PRIIICESS (angrily pointing at Starkiller)

General, I want you to do something with this..
this barbarian. Ttlhere's my father?

GEMERAL . - s
he king is deadT_Your Highness. . LT

All anger suddenly cdrains from the princess. She almost. timidly
asks the ne:xtt question, T TN— T

PRINCLSS : A
My mother?... and brothers?
GENERAL B A PRSI T

She's here. She's safe...so are your brothers.
They're in tlhe main chamber.

Leia,now looklng more like a frightened young girl than a -
vindictive princess, runs down the hallway toward the main chamber.
She vainly attempts to hold back the tears.

DESERT CANYON - AGQUILAE , Cem T m s

The two puzzled androids sit on the landspeeder, pondering the St
disappearance of their saviour. | e

- e

TIHITEEPIO )
> %
¥ Do you supposc we're in danger? '
ANTYIO
Thhe logic of this environment escapes me.
As niqght begins to fall, and the shaddows begin to lengthen, the
two robots begin to get a little edgy. The sound of approaching

feetstartles Artwo, and he ducks behind his taller friend. Two
guards approach the robots. : ’

GUARD

You will remain calm, and you will remain here.

. CONTINUED
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THREEPIO

Certainly. I'm Seethreepio, Human Cyborg
relations. Your kindness is gratefully
appreciated.

Artwo sits rather suspiciously behind his extroverted friend.
59. DROYAL ClIIAMBIR - UNDZRGROUIID FORTRESS - AQUILAE

General Skywalker bous low before Princess Leia. She sits on

a raiscd platform, dressed in the royal robes of a planetary

ruler, The queen sits off to one side on a smaller platform.

The princess waits for 'a few moments before she allows the .
general to rise, : Tt e,

QUCEN

-The senate has been corrupted.’
CCNERAL

They cannot rule-without your wish...
QUEEN IR

I rule by marriage. With the king dead, I am

not strong enough to stop them... Leia is now the
true queen... She nust be protected. The line - -
must be preserved. I an placing the future of our
peorle in your hands. You must deliver Leia and.

her hrothers to the OPIIUCHKI System. They will be
safe tiiecre. Gencral, you must understand, I had no
alternative but to condone an en& to the hostilities. s
I deeply bLelieve your campaign could have been suc= .. -
cessful, but there are things that... Lo T

GENERAL _ .
> I understand, Yo Highnesé...
QUELNM
The chrome conpanies on Ophuchi have offered to
supply you witl: the men and ships necessary to
return Leia to the throne.
GENEPRAL
Can the chrome companies be trusted?
QUEEN
The prlce for their cooperation is high. It
is waiting for you in lMed Center blue. Guard

it as you would the princess herself. No-one
must know of this mission. There are those

CONTINUED
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QUEELK

amonyg the timsted who would wish us ill.
Tal:e only two of your best officers with

vou, the most loyal. tiay the force of
otliers be with you. L e e e e
LZIA ' , -

other, you must not stay.

QULEN -
. 4
I an too old for such a journey. The . e

Lipire already controls the spaceport
cities. You have a long way to travel.
It wvon't he easy.

GENLEPAL

We will have to travel in disguise. I S -
must have full command. lio-one can sus-

pect wealth or. royal training. I fear. : ,

the new cucen will not stand for this.' . e e v e

o &Iy e
T

LEIA (angry)

Do not put words into my mouth, I will
stancd for what is necessary.

|

The general simply smiles.

60. SUB-HALLWAY - GIIDERGROUND FORTRESS - AQUILAE R e

The general walks briskly through an isolated hallway, closely fﬂ;tf*
followed Ly Montross. S

GENLITAL
b

ow is Captain Whitsun's recovery?
HMOUTTOSS

Very goocd; he's up and around.
GENERAL

Fine! Iave Whitsun and ...ah, Starkiller
report at zero three hundred. I want two
converted transports: agricultural type,

twvo days provisions, travel papers, weapons.:
Contact IIAN S0LO at the Gordon spaceport... '
I'll talk to him... with speedl

Montross turns and rushes down another hallway,

. . .. . s Seai e,
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MEDICAL CEITER DLUE - UNDERGROUIID FORTRESS - AQUILAEL

The general enters a stark white waiting area filled with
scholarly looking gentlemen. An attendant greets General
Skywalker and takes him into a small observation chamber
overlooling a laryge operating theatre. An elderly doctor
greets him.

N\

DOCTOR

Good to see you, General. 1I'm afraid we're
not quite ready yet. Thank God you'll be L Ll
.the one taking_them, though. . ST s

An attendant brings in one of tlie scholars from the waiting
arca and places him on a large operating table surrounded
by strange looking equipment. 2An ominous looking clamp is
placed on the man's head. '

GENERAL
How many are geing?
DOCTOR

Thirty-three of the greatest scientific minds
i gﬁ“ in our System...A high price for freedom.

GENTRAL

Thirty-three scientists! Transporting a
group that size, undetected... I don't...

COCTOR S e

Don't worry, General. All you'll be taking
are their minds.
. oo

The doctor moves over to a safe-lilie cabinet guarded by two
attendants. The doctor gingerly picks up a small clear wvial
filled with grey fluid. It has a label which reads: Faubun,
Astro-dynamics...In the background the scholar on the operating
table is underqgoing a form of mechanized brain surgery.

GENERAL
"Bloodory's cistillation?"

DOCTOR | S
Yes. It has been ¢greatly pexrfected. The
brain is condensed into five ounces of
fluid. Clonine cell samples are included

N . so that a structural duplicate of the
scientist can be reproduced. When the

CONTINUED ..
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DOCTNR (Cont.)

duplicate child reaches the age of six, he or
she begins a series of injections of the brain
fluid. By the age of ten years, they have
received all the knowledge and memory of an
experienced scientist: an old mind in a young
body. Ve have prepared a special shock-belt to
carry the vials. ) :

In the background, the linp bodv of the scholar on the operating
table is removed and another scientist is escorted into the

operating theatre. Dr. Bloodory, a portly doctor in his forties, M:z
enters the -room and shakes hands with the general. ==
. DOCTOR

General, this is Dr. Bloodory. Ile'll be
making the trip with you.

BLOODORY
It's an honor to meet you, General. I'm .
sure I couldn't be in safer hands. ' s e
GENEPAL '
’ﬁ@“ The chrome companies are exacting a high
~ 1'rice indeed. Politics will be the ruin

- of us all.

BLOODORY

.

Carcful. If we could rid ourselves of the
politicians, generals would no longer be =
necessary. ' - Coem

DOCTOR
Ve should be rcady by zero three hundred.

The doctors exit, lecaving the general alone to watch the
huge machine extract another brain.

62. SPACEPOPT - ODSFRVATIOI! DECK - AQUILAER

Governor Illocdaack, Cencral Vader walk down a boarding ramp- to
an obscrvation deck overlooking the conquered city of Gordon.
They are followed by a. number of aides and officers from the
Imperial fleet. BRelow them air tanks and other military equip-
ment and supplics are being unloaded.

. : VADER'
@w
N , . Mot much aof a planet.

L

CONTINUED



r

~

63.

54.

HOEDAACK

Darth, vou'we cdone well. Do you think you
will have the Royal Family by nightfall?

VADER

An advance expedition is already on its way
to their underground hideaway. They should
reach it Ly nightfall... but only if this
Count Sandage can be trusted.

R ——

A man hungry for power can always be trusted... %

to betray those in power. I'm surc his
information is correct.

IIIDDEI! FORTRESS CANMYOLI!

The huge roclk face of the canyon opens, and tw¢ shabby agricul-
tural landspeeders are pusited into the late ‘afternoon sun.
Artwo and Threepio stand on the far sicde of the canyon with ‘X’
their guards, watching in amazement. The general and Captain °
Starikiller walk behind the men pushing the landspeeders.

GENERAL

We'll take them with us. Theyv know more about
that fortress than any ten men. They will be
very useful.

STAPIILLER T
Can they be trusted?
GENLERAL

Loyalty can't he programmed. They can be trusted -
never to harm a living creature, and to always
give accurate information...as they know it, to
anvone who asks. You just have to remember not

to tell them anything that you don't want to fall
into the wrong hands. . : : '

The gencral approaches the two robots. Artwo shyly moves around
his taller companion.

GENLRAIL

Greetings. I'm Luke: Agricultural Engineering.
7e're going to be travelling together. You're

going with us to help set up a hortastation on
BANTI:., ’ ’

. CONTINUED -
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Threepio shakes hands with the general.
TIFPTEDPIO

I'm Seethreepio: IHuman Cylorg relations.
Your kindness is greatly appreciated.

_ Threcpio and the genaral both locok down at Artwo. Threepio

gives tlie smaller android a little kick.,
| ARTWO
/Artwo Detwo: Fusion Repair.
GENERAL (to Starkiller)
' Load them into one of the speeders.
Captain #Whitsun, walking with a slight limp, emerges from the
underground fortress with tiie Royal Fanily. A small group
of guards andaides are lined up, standing at attention. The
two younyg princes, Biggs and Windy, hug and kiss their mother
good-bye, than junp into the back of the larger four-man
speeder. The princess bows before her mother, then embraces
her. Tears roll down her cheeks. Her mother wipes them away.
QUEEN
You must learn strength.

The prlncess turns and moves to the larger specdcr where she
is helped aboard Ly Captain Starkiller.

PRINCESS (fuming) -
I don't need your help, thank you.
She givgs the general an angry look. : _ g
GLEMERAL

I'm afraid he's necessary.

A commotion erupts at the mouth of the underground fortress.

Count Sandaye, scveral senators and ten to twelve troopers
rush into the canyon and bLlock the speeders.

SANDAGE
Where are you going? Vhat is this?
In one quick movement the general moves between Sandage and

the queen. Whitsun and Starkiller assume defensive positions
in front of the princess and her brothers.

. CONTINUED
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QULEN

Leia and the bovs are being taken to safety.
It is my wish.

SANDAGE
The Empire has assured their safety. They must .
stay.

QUEEN

It is not my wish....

—— s b

SANDAGE

General, vou've gone too far this time.
(to the troops) Arrest him.

Five troops start to move on the geheral, as Sandage draws

his lazerpistol. Before anyone can complete ' his action,

the general ignites his lazersword and cuts the senator in

two. He drops to the ground in a heap, and the approaching
troops stop in their tracks. '

QUEEN

’€ ‘ . Stop this!

The general, Starkiller, and Whitsun replace their swords,
and bow low to the cqueen. All of the troops, senators, and
aides dothe same. The formalness of the occasion is broken
when the queen eerbraces the general, She’then turns and
embraces each of the captains. They are both flustered, and
somewhat embarrassed. '

QUELEN

May the force of others be with you. ' o -

The general and his captains head for the speeders, while the
queen and all the others return to the underground fortress.

64, DESLERT BLUFF - AQUILNAD

The two speeders edge their way onto a bluff overlooking
the hidden fortress canyon. They stop for one last reflective
moment. Forced to leave their closest friends and relatives,

- the group is deeply moved.  The two robots, for the most part,
are puzzled. Suddenly, there is a huge atormic flash, followed
by a loud rumble, and the entire canyon collapses into a large
crater. The group cuietly watches the Jdust settle. The hidden
fortress and all its inhabitants have haeen destroyed. The
general watches the rrincess, who appears to take it well.

GLITGRAL

It was the only way we could be safe from treachery.
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DUIIR EFA - AQUILAL

The tuo sleell landsrecder= glide effortlessly through the vast
hills ané valleys of the dune sea. At the base of the towering
dune ridce, the four-man spceder stops. . The smaller speeder,
with Starkiller and the two robots, makes its way to tne top of -
the ricdge. Captain Starkiller stops the speeder just short of-
the top of the ridue. Iie gets out and continues the rest of
the wav on foot. The voung cartain pecks over the dune ridge
into the canvon helow. Muted sounds ané large dust clouds
rise fren the canvon floor. Starkiller immediately ducks back
behind the ridge with an amazed loo): on his face. Ee quickly
returns to. .the speeder, and picks up the intercom. I

TAPKILLER

2ir, you'd better take a look at this, But
come easy.

The four-man 3peecer starts with a crack, and slowly moves up
the side of the imposing dune. It stops next to the smaller
speeder, The general and Whitsun get out.and make their way
to the top of the ridge, where they join Starkiller. Far in
the distance, crossing the endless dune sea, is the Imperial
invasion army. It is immense. A convoy of giant tanks, =~ . 7T0YTET
troop carriers, and supply ships stretch from horizon to

horizon. Cavalry, mounted on giant dune birds, ride the line

from one end of the convoy to the other. Hundreds of troops

ride one-man jet-sticks in precision formation. Their lances

form a giant pin-cushion. It is an awesome sight. .-

ue

GENERAL SKYWALKER

They're heading toward the fortress.
WIHIITSUN

What will they do when they find it destroyed? o
GENLIAL

hey won't stop looking for us...They're coming

from the spaceport at Anchorhead, which means

they control everything between here and the

spaceport at Gordon.
STARKILLER

Can we go around them?
GENERAL

No. Le'll have to wait for them to pass.

Starkiller, see if you can monitor any of

their commwunications on the com-link in the

big speeder.

CONTINUED
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Starkiller returns to the speeder. Ille collapses in the large
speeder next to the princess, anéd £lips on the com-link radio,
rnoving bacl: and forth across the dial.

PRIIICESS
Must you do that? , o
Starkiller smiles rather sarcastically.
STANKILLER

Orders...The invasion force has cut us off.
We'll probably be here for some time. You
ought to stretch a bit.

-

PRINCESS

Is that a command, General? Maybe I feel
like watching after my brothers. '

Starkiller looks back at the two sleeping boys.
STARKILLER -
They're not going anywhere. They're'asleep.
Qﬁ PRINCESS
I waﬁt to stay with then.
STARKILLER
What's the matter? You afraid I might eat them?
66. LIBRARY - PALACL OF LITE - AQUILAC

The king's old library has bheen converted into an office for ~
General Vader. IHe is sitting behind his desk as Prince Valorum,
the black knight of Sith, enters and salutes. The black knight
is dressed in the fascist black and chrome uniform of the
legendary Sith 6ne Hundred. The general returns his salute.

VADER

elcome, Prince Valorum. Your exploits are’-
legendary. I have long waitéd to meet a
Rnight of the Sith., If there is any way I
can assist you, my cntire cormand is at your
hidding.

f VALORUM
iz‘ '

I wvant a tie-in to your computer network, a
control center, and communication access.

CONTINUED
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68.

Go.

59.°

VADRLCR

Right away! 1v11 also transfer all information
we have on the general. Ilis command post was
self-destroved, but we believe he is still alive.
«.«. Do vou really believe he's a Jedi?

VALORUN
I£f he was not a Jedi, I wouldn't be. here.

WASTELANIIRD - AQUILAZ

The speeders male their-wag¢ across the groy desert. It is -

dawn. The twin suns have vet to rise over the distant hills.

The speeders are coated with dust and grime, indicating that

hev have travelled far. The two captains drive through the

night as cevervone clse sleeps. Starliller calls Whitsun on
he intercom. .

CTAPKILLER

How are your fuel packs? 1I'm reading.minus
four.

WHITSUN
I'n too low to transfer any.

Thie general, who appeared to be asleep, opens his eyes, and
takes the microphone from Wnitsun.

GENIRMAL

There is a fuel station fourteen degrees

Ly two meters. The occupation force should
have control of it by now, so hice your
weapons...but keep them within reach.

FULL STATION - AQUILAL '

2 series of lowr concrete structures rise out of the desert.
Thie speeders stop in frent of an old weather-beaten block
iouse. The rusted hullk of a landspeeder lies half-buried
to one side of the building., Starkiller and Vhitsun jump
out of the speeder and go into the block housec.

LLITERIOR - FULL STATION - AQUILAE

The two young captains, dressed as farmers, enter the dingy
little fuel station. It is cuiet. A fcow pover packs line
the walls and a dismantled speeder rests in the repair bay.
Tlhiere is a sharp dripping sound coming from the speeder. It
appears that no-one is there.

. CONTINUED
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STAPKRILLER

Greetings! ... Who's in charge here? . .

They loolk around the descrted station, but find no attendant.
An ecriec quiet pervacdes the building.

WHITSUN -
I don't get it...
STARI ILLER
You_ don't ‘have to. It's abandoned.
Whitsun opens a docr leading to a storage area, and stops short.
| VIIITSUN
Mot quite abandoned...
Starkiller moves to the doorway and sees the attendant, his wife,

and small daughter hanging upside down, tortured to death. Whit-
sun cuts them dovm.

HITSUI
They shouldn't have resisted.
Starkiller grabs two power packs from the shelf.
STARKILLLER

Help me with these power packs. We'd B
better move out of here. ' '

Vhitsun covers the family with an old work tarp. He bows to the

dead, then reluctantly grabs a couple of power packs and they

start for the door. Whitsun stops for a moment. ———
HITSUN

llear that? Someone's licre. (yelling)
We're friends. Show yourself.

Silence. Whitsun shrugs his shoulders and they start out the
door, only to run straight into a burly stormtrooper.

STORMTROOPER

Get out of here!

¢ @ = me—a . e e - Suty -~ grPlan T T s e VST PR ——



6l.

70. FUCL STATION - AQUILAE

hitsun and Starkiller are pulled out of the doorway and
shoved into the center of a group of fifteen or twenty
"Imperial stormtroopers who have surrounded the two speeders.
Several troops have pulled General Skywalker out of the
specder. le acts senile, like a man twice his age.

GENERAL SRKYWALXER

I'm all right, I can still move about by
nysclft,

A rough looking sargent grabs Whitsun.
SARGENT
Ythat are you doing here?
VHITSUL
We're out of ‘power, sir.
SARGENT
Let me see your travel passes!

WHITSUN

I have it here, somewhere. We've been

relocated...to a Bantha hortastation, by
Imperial order...

:

- . =

Whitsun fumbles to retrieve something from his pocket, and
eventually pulls out a small, round disc. The sargent puts
the disc in a small portable reader. Various computer read-
‘outs are displayeé on the monitor. Starkiller starts to put
a power pack into one of the spceders.

SARGENT

What are you doing there? All power has
been restricted.

CLNERAL SKYVJALKCR

We've run out. We must have power, or be
forced to stay here....and become your
responsibilities.

The sargent thinks about this for a rmoment, as the old, wise
gencral watches him. Tension fills the air. Starkiller

_ﬁﬁa shuffles around to a position where he can reach his weapon.,
Q& A trooper hands the sargant a message.

CONTINUED
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SARGEUT (to Whitsun)

Take only tvo of those power packs, and then
move out cuickly.

The sargent hurries to a military craft, where he takes a call
on an intcrcom. General Slywalker _and his two young captains

load the remaining power packs into the speeder, and roar away
from the station.

71. WASTZLAND - AQUILAD

The spceders race along through the rocky desert wasteland.
The generail-speaks into-the intercom to Starkiller.

GLMNERAL

Reep a close watch. If that sargent .
runs an analysis on those passes, we might
be seeind him again...lle should be safely
inside Gordon within.the dav.

Everyone is in good spirits. The princess and her young brothers
sing an Aquilaean melody, which is transmitted to Starkiller in  «.s-
the smaller speceder. The general takes little Windy, and lets =
_ him sit on his ‘lap in the forward compartment of the speeder.
= nxtwo flexes Threepio's arm back and forth, attempting to discover
{€@h the cause of a loud sqguealk.

ARTVIO
2-2 doesn't seem to help at all.
THREEPIO -

It's all this filth and dust. This environment
is murderous.

Starkiller notices a snall speck on the horizon.
STARPKILLER (into intercom)
Object approachina, bearing three point two,
The ceneral loolis through an clectrotelescdpe rounted in the
sreeder. Iic spots a distant row of troopers riding strange dune
hirds. . ' :
GELIRTATL (to Starkiller)
It's a patrol. It could mean trouble. We'd
better split up. You stay on a direct course.

"e'll meet vou at the western edyge of ravine
23-G4. Stay in contact.

* CONTINUCZD
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The laraer speccer nal‘es a sharp left turn, speeding off across
a ¢eep ravine. Starkiller can begin to distinguish the approaching
troopers. '

STARKILLER
It looks like there's ten of them. They're
heaéing right for me.... Wait a second.
They've disappearad! I've lost ther,

GEETAL
Continue on.
72. WASTELAID LAKEﬁEﬁ - AQUEERB
wiritsun deftly ﬁaneuvers the bulky speeder tlhrough a narrow,
boulder strewn ravine. They eventually come out on a dry
lake bed, where they stop. Standing not more than a hundred
feet away, aprarently waiting for the speeder, are five ,
Inperial troops on their dune birds. ST

GENL.RAL ;

We've found them, five of them, anyway...
Watch yourself.

fgﬁ“ The troops slowly ricde their huge birds over to the speeder,
and dismount. The officer in charge is a vicious looking
warrior, with a largye scar across his face.
OFFICER
Let me sce your passes.
Thitsun hands him the small pass disc, and he places it in his

reader. Ile studies tlhie computer readout for a few moments, and
then returns the disc to Vhitsun.

o
OFFICER .
llave vou seen any other transports in this area?
GENEDTAL SKYWAILKER

e saw two heading south. CGoin' toward ANSEL, look
lilke to me. )

OFFICER

All right. BDe on your way.

e The officer mounts his dune bird, and the patrol moves away.

Q* Thitsun winks at the princess, and smiles at the general, as

-~y ~ the speeder starts off across the dry lake. The general
fiddles with the intercom,

CONTINUED
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GRNIEPAL

§-2,. are you clear?
STARRILLLR

I have five troopers approaching. Any problems
on vour end?

LiUIERMAL

We came through all right. You shouldn't have
‘any trouble, but stay alert. .

. ons e -

STARRILLER
"Best wishes....liexe they come.

Everyone rides alonc in silence, a little worried about Starkiller,
especially the princess. '

PRINCESS

-+.Do you thinlk he'll be all righé?
CCNERAL |
lie" can take care of himself. |
Biggs is looking out the back window of the speeder.
BIGGS
Hey look! They're coming back.
Everyonc looks to sce the patrol quickly gainin§ on them.
GEMNERAL
Stop! They're faster. Get your weapon.

Thc speeder screeches to a halt in a cloud of dust. The general
and hiz captain jump from the transport with lazerpistols drawn.
The patrol bears down on them, swords drawn, at £full charge. Both
the general and Whitsun fire. Two of. the troopers and their Dune
birds cxplode in a cloud of smoke. The renaining three troopers
are upon the duoc in a matter of seconds. The general ignites his
lazersword and cuts down two of the troops as they pass. The
last turns his bird around before reaching the speeder, and
hightails it bac) toward the ravine. The gecneral jumps onto one
of the riderless dune birds and takes off in pursuit. Whitsun
checks the dead troopers.



73. WASTLELAND RAVINE -AQUILAE

The general rides at lreakneck speed after the fleeing trooper. ‘

Iis lazersword is raised high over his head, ready to deal a .o
death blow. The lumbering birds race through the winding ravine,

74, VWASTELAND RAVINE - AQUILAE _ e
The intercon warning buzzer beains to, scream. Whitsun rushes - -
for it, but the princess gets there first. .
PRINCESS .

Are yvou all right?

STARKILLER e

. Two riders heading your way. -I got three, but
two got away. Watch vourselves! T

75. WASTELAND RAVINE - AQUILAE .
The general is riding neck and neck with the trooper. He swiftly.
brings his sword down and the trooper drops from his saddle. The

" momentum of his charge carries the general around a bend in the ...
ravine, and right into the path of two more troops charging down - 7.%.
on him., The two troopers are taken by surprise. They stop e

’ fﬁm their birds, and so does the general. They stand there, about

AN £ifty yards apart, sizing up each other. Suddenly, the two

o troopers start for the Jedi at full speed. The general raises .

his sword, and starts for them. The troopers are no match for

the general, who kills them both before they are even able to
swing their swords.

76. WASTELAND LAKEBED - AQUILAE

Starkiller stops near the largér landspeeder and gets out. =0

He is wounded. Blood strcams from his left arm. Whitsun rushes =-.°'

to help him,., The princess shows a great deal of concern. o
— -

WIITSUN

It looks worse than it is. You'll be all
right.

Whitsun motions to the princess, who looks a little relieved.
WHITSUN

Bring me tlie med aid pack..

PRINCESS
y?gwm If he was clumsy cnough to get hurt, maybe
&J? we ought to let him bleed to death.

CONTINUED
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She hands Whitsun the kit, as the general rides up and dismounts.
e moves to Starlkiller.

GElIETAL

You missed two. -
'STARKILLER

I know, I couldn't...

_GENEPRAL

Don't let it happen again. Ye'd better move’
out. They might have reported in.

~*77. *COUTROL ROOM -~ PALACE OF LITLC - AQUILAE
The darl: and sinister Valorun imoves several marlers on a large
nmap reacout to form a line from the destroyed uncCerground
fortress to the spaceport at Gordon. An aide enters with
General Vader. : ' T
AIDE
/g@m The patrol was lost, Sir. All ten of them.’
Q VALORUNM |
It's to be expected.
VADER
Have you found them?
VALORUM
They're heading for the spaceport at Gordon.
I'm going there. lave all security doubled.
Make it an alert.
78, THE OUTSKIRTS OF GORDOM - AQUILAE
The speeders stop on a bluff overlooking a small cantina on the
outshkirts of Geordon. The spaceport can be seen in the distance.

The general and Captain-Whitsun walk over to the smaller speeder.
Starkiller helps the two androids out of their cramped quarters.

THREEPIO
‘”fwm Your kindness is greatly appreciated.
A STARKILLER (to general)

I'm £fit enough to...

CONTINUED
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¢

The general gives him a hard look and he shuts up. Whitsun
and tlie general climb into the speeder.

GENLERAL

Vie'll make contact at zero four hundfed.
If we're not bac!: by fifty-five forty,
get worried.

The speeder starts off toward the cantina.

79. SPACCPORY CANTINA - AQUILAE
The speeder pulls up in front of the low, blockhouse style
cantina. Various strange forms of transport are parked out-
side the bar.

GEMNERAL

Take care here. If therce is any trouble,
get back to the others. .
The general and Whitsun enter the shablby cantina. The murky
little den is filled with a startling array of weird and
exotic alien creatures, laughing at the bar. At first, the

g@m "sight is horrifying. One-eyed, thousand-eyed, slimy, furry,
-\ scaling arms, tentacles and claws hudéle over drinks. The:
N general looks over the patrons, but does not see the contact,

Han Solo. A large multiple eyed creature shoves the general.
CREATURE
Assha dughi wouldugga?

The general trics to-ignore the creature, and turns back to
his drink. A short, grubby looking human, and an even smaller
rodent-like creature join the first creature.

B
HUMAN
He doesn't lile you,
GEITERAL
I understood him.
| HUMAN
I don't like you either.

GCNLEFPAL

|
N

I'm sorry.

CONTINUED



The big creature is getting agitated, and yells at the general.
HUIAN
Don't insult us. You just watch yourself.

We're wanted men. I have the death sentence
on twelve Systems.

GCUIERAL
I'1l be careful then.
10MAIL
You'll be dead.. — - - - | -
The short rodent vells something, and everything at the bar moves
avay. The general assumes a defensive position. His three
adversaries ready their weapons.

GENERAL

You insist on a fight then.

HUMAN . S SR
- Just try and kill us.
i
‘*g@\ , GENERAT,
( . ‘
T It will hurt a little.
HUMAR
We aren't cowards. _ ;'
GENERAL ' e
Then it can't be helped.
. . ‘-.’ ’ ..
The general's lazersword sparks to life. An arm lies on the floor. |
he rodent is cut in two, an” the large, rmultiple-eyed creature
lies doubled, cut from chin to groin. The general, with quiet
dignity, replaces his sword in its sheath. The entire fight has.
lested only a matter of seconds. 2 figure stands in the doorway )
vatcaing the gencral. As soon as the. general notices him, he -
leaves. The cantina goes haclh to normal, as if nothing had
happened, although the general is given a respectable amount of g
roon at thae bar, Tie Jedi finishes his Arinl:, 'and then leaves.
Captain TThitsun follows. -’

. cmes - e G ee st e 4 C it et wonaty
N .o '
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SPACEPORT ALLEYWAY - GORDON - AQUILAE

General Skywalker embraces Han Solo, the underground contact.
Han is a huge, green skinned monster with no nose and large

gills, i

Ay

You old stardog. Tocok a war to get vou
out here...

Vhitsun arrives with Starliller, the princess and her brothers,
and the two puzzled androids.

o - " GENETAL

- It's bheer too lona. Ve've bheen through much
togetiier. It will be good to have you out of
retirement and bacl: at my side. IHow is
Starkiller? (putting his arm around the

" young Captain Starkiller) This is his son.

AN :
You're all the old boy will talk abcut. He's

still holding up. Come, let's get off the
street. :

The group enters a small doorway at the far end of the alleyway.
On the main street, within view of the doorway, giant Imperial
air tanks and other military hardware rumble through the city.
Starving refugees sit in the qutters watching the immense dis-
play of force with a mi:tture of awe and terror. The princess

.stops for a moment, and stares at lier pedple, watching the

might of the Empire. The general escorts her through the doox-
way with the others.

SLU!Il DWELLING - LIVING AREA - AQUILAE

The seedy dwelling is dark and dingy. The group is greeted

by threce underground leaders, anxl the old Jedi, RKane Starkiller.
Captain Starliiller embraces his father as the underground
leaders bow before the princess.

SLUIM DUELLING - DINING ARCA - AQUILAL

The princess wallis through the dining area followed by Whitsun
and Starlkiller, who carry the two sleeping princes. The
general sits at a large table finishing dinner with Kan, Kane
and the three underground leaders. Whitsun returns from the
bedroom. :

GENEPAL (to Whitsun)
Captain, why don't you take the androids into
the other room for a game of chess? ... I'm
sure they'd enjov  it.

CONTINUED
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THIREPIO

A wonderful idea. Your kindness is greatly
appraciated.

Whitsun escorts the two robots -into the next room. DA?O

s, -
a thin, wizened old man, seems greatly relieved. o

me e

DATOS

You're taking a great risk travelling with . ) —
- them. This whole operation sounds bad to’ ’ : .
me,. I don't trust the chrome companies.
Time is growing short. The Dupire's
attempts at control have already caused a
. great deal of suffering to our people.

i

0CCO, a brash ydung rebel, about the same age as Captain
Starkiller, slams his fist on the table.

occo :

It nust happen now! We are ready! Each day
the Imperial S.B.T. finds and destroys a few 5 _
more in the organization. We cannot wait any - S .

Qf@h | longer., o

GENT.RAL

we
1

Any uprising without a coordinated attack on
the death star is out of the questien.

IIATY | | ST

Me's right. As long as it's operational, - L. T
any action down here would be meaningless. ' S
le must proceed as planned. Are the arrange- = ==
ments secure?

QUIST, the third merber of the underground, sparks to life,
and places several discs and badges on the table.

QUIST

All passenger transport has been suspended,

so we've arranged for you to travel as the

crew of a BALTARIAN freighter. The bovs will L
have to be placed in susponded animation and :
hidden in shiclded micro-packs. It's the only

vay we will be able to get them past the

fﬁgwm : scanners.
J N .-.,‘.. T

& DATOS

Were you ahle to aquire the necessarv power
packs? .

[N Y
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e QUIST

It's become a serious problem. All power
supplics have been restricted. S-4 units
are impossible to come bv.

HAN ' ' .
I know an agent who might he able to aquire
ther for us. I'll check with hin. It will
be risky, but we've no other choice.

- e . ce iyt -

SPACEPORT_OBSERVATION DECK - AQUILAE ‘ - =

he dark figure of Valorumstands overloolking a group of

Mquilacan partisans who are being tortured in the plaza below.

T™wo Irperial officers are £inishing a repert to the bhlack

knight. They salute smartly, then lcave the observation
balcony, passing KUID, one .of General Vader's aides. - s
who approaches Valorum, and bows low before him, Kuro and

tie blach Lnigyht carry on. an animated conversation; it is
inaudible over the screams of the tortured partisans.

SLUil D'IELLIIIGC - ALLEYWAY - AQUILAE

Residents glance fearfully from their windows as six Imperial
stormtrocpers malie their way through the crowded slum alley-
way. Illan Solo ang Captain Starkiller move cautiously past
the Imperial patrol, and disappear into the shabby hideout of
the partisan underground,

SLUM DWILLLILIG - [!AIll AREA - AQUILAL ,
The two men enter the dingy main room of the slum dwelling,.

and are immediately attacked by Biggs, wielding a toy sword.
Starkiller good-naturedly fends off the young prince, as Han

in a more serious mood, goes into the other room. Artwo and
Threepioc are helping Windy put together a block-like puzzle. -~~~
Princess Leia comes in tc sce what all the cornmotion is about,
just as the young captain grabs Bigygs by the foot and holds

hinm upside-down. Starkiller and Biggs are laughing uproariously.
Leia gives the captain a stern, disapproving look, then returns
to tlie other room.

SLU! DUELLING - DINING AREA - AQUILAE ° .
General Slywalker, Captaih Whitsun, and Datos are in the

process of asserbling two micro-packs on the kitchen table.
llan pulls a small silver powerpack from his pocket, and

"places it on the tal:le. The old Jedi, Kane Starkiller, reaches

over with his one good arm and takes it. He inspects it care-
fully. Princess Leia sits quietly behind the general.

I

¥e could only get one unit. The Empire's
methods .are proving to be very effective.



72.

'Rane places the power-pacl: bacii on the table. The pain from
these gipmple movements shows on his face.

e

KANE
This will work fine.
HAN

One of the boys will have to stay.

DATOS
We can't hide him for very long....The risk 0
is too great! V¥hichever boy doesn't go must . -
be destroyed.
The princess is alarmed, and looks to the general for support.
Ee gives her an understanding look. :
GENFRAL |
ot while they're in my charge. '
Find another way to get him through.
DATOS
lf There's no other wav. We've analyzed
) every possible alternative. You can't
" jeopardize the entire...
Captain Starliiller enters the room.
HAN -
e have no time for discussion. The freighters
leave at zero three hundred. We mnust get
started. . . R

Through a break in the door, Whitsun watches Artwo and
Threepio play with the two young princes.

- : WHITSUIT

tThat about Artwo? Could we lobotomize him,
and use his enerqgy pack?

GENERAL

They're not compatible. Ue'd have to com-
pletely change the svstem...

It could worl..

. | CONTINUED.
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DATOS

There isn't enouch time. You can't do it...

RAIT

You won't have to. My power unit has more
than half life.... Use it.

The withered Jedi opens his tunic revealing a metallic chest

covered with electrodes. With his one ¢cod arm, he grabs

-his chest and rips loose a miniature power unit similar to .’
- the one_on the talle...Evervone is taken by surprise. The e

general and the young Starkiller both rush to the side of
the dying-Jedi. The old mar turns to his son.

KANE

Trust my judgment, Son. Serve your new
teacher well, :

The Jedi's bLreathing becones nore difficult as he turns to
the general.

RANE (cont.)

"€®\ 2n honorable death, my friend. May the
4& force of otiiers be with you....

Rane Starkiller passes on to the other world. TIiveryone is
stunncd. The general breaks the moment of silcnce.

GIITERAL

fay he be welcomed as a man above men. Take
h1m downstairs.

Starl:iller talies his father in his arms and is followed out=of
the room by an and Datos.

GLITTRAL
Prepare tha: boys! ¥e have little time.

Princess Leia and Captain Vhitsun rush out of the room, as the
general places the pover units into the micro-packs.

87. SLUM DUELLING - MAIN ARTA - AQUILAE

Biggs and $Windy are nct happy about being dragged away from
their nua7la. Whitsun takes the robots into the slecp area.,

LI

Ilow straighten up, Biggs. Remneitdher, father

Amav—m——
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LTIN (Cont.)

exrects you to follow his vays. Ue are
coing on a trip., There will he great
dancer, Yon must oo to sleep. hen vou

“wale, yvou will He in a strange land, so
don't e alarmed,

-
-

l-lo [§

EIGGE

Are you going to sleep too?
LEIA
I will Le looking after'vou. HNow he
good -Lovs and stané still. Lift your
slceve. ! :

Windy lifts his sleeve and Leia injects him with a sleep serum,
Thitsun errters just as the little prince collapses into a deep
sleep. OQuiclh as lighteniny, he catclies the Loy before he can
hit the floor. The princess injects her other brother, and he
collapses into her arms. :

SLUIM DUELLIKG - DINING ARFA - AQUILAE

The limrmp bodies of the two young princes are carried in by
Leia and Captain "Mhhitsun. They are carefully squeezed into
the hollowed out nicro-cases. Leila pensively watches as the
general expertly attaches electrodes tn her brother's skull.
NMan and Datos return from the burial of Kane. The general
looks up from his operation. .

IiAR

He is at rest. The Empire will never
find him. Are the systems worling all
right? .

GENEIAL

Full power...Is evervthing ready?
Datos nods yes, as the general closes the case holding Biggs.
The strain of watching her brothers. placed in suspended anima-

tion is too great for Leia, and she retreats into the main
room. ‘

SLUIT DUCLLING -MAIMN ROOX - AQUILAE

Captain Starkiller stoands brooding ncar a window overlooking

. the crowded allevway. lHe coes not achknowledge Leia's entrance.

She walks over tc the windew, and stands next to the young
captain. They are very close, but do not touch.

CONTINUED
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LEIMA

I'm sorrv.

Ile does not raspond. She is moved by his sorrow, and starts
to touch the side of his face, but can't l.ring herself to do
it. THer royal training is too strong to let her show her true - ™
affection for Starkiller. She brealks cdown and runs from the
room. The young Jedi continues his meditation.

SPACEZPORT AT GORDQOIT - SECURITY RAMP - AQUILAE

The spaceport is very crowded. People rush about in a

panicked rush as loudspeakers blurt out indiscernible . T,
announcements, The Empire is in the process of changing = . e
the boarding procedures and the result is chaos. Many

flights are delayecd, and people are running to and £fro,

switching boarding ramps. Han guides the rebel group,

dressed as a RBaltarian crew, through the crowded terminal.

Thitsun and Starl:iiller carry the large micro-packs strapped

to their backs. The robots follow a few paces behind.

AN
They're changing the boarding procedures. - .- i, =oa
I don't like it. . - o

They are swept into a boarding gate and finally reach a
scecurity ramp scan station. There are a great number of
troops and guards standing around the security area. An
officer demands to see their passes and orders. The tension
builds as the officer confers with an aide about the passes.
The aide speaks quietly into a phone. '

-t . o ey,

OFFICER . | | o
¥here are your component receipts?

Starkiller and ¥vhitsun hand the officer two additional discs
vhich are placed in the computer. A few moments later, the- ™
readout appears, and the group is motioned through the -
electron scanners. On the other side of the .scanner, new
conputer discs are issued to the group. Lveryone seems
slightly relicved as they wallk through several hallways
leading to where the freighter is docked. Starkiller moves
next to the gencral.

STARKILLER
I don't like the feel of this.
GTNERAL

Your senses arc strong. It's a very small
disruption.

. CONTINUED
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STARIILLIR

It's a I=night of the Sith.

GENIILERAL
Possibly. Stay alert...Wlarn the others.

The group wallis through the docking links and into the
Raltarian spacccraft. Several Imperial guards pass then,
and evervone is rcady for the suspected trap, but nothing
happens. .

91. INTERIOR - BAL'.’.‘ARII‘.N‘E'_BFIGLTBR - AQUILAE .
P aantma

The ¢rour stops in a narrow electronics passageway near the o
bridge of the ship. ¢&tarliller and Whitsun unstrap the
micro-packs centaining the two young princes, and check

the voltage packs.

WIIITSUN
Little Bigrs is losing power faster: than
normal. I'd better check lt out.
GLNERAL '
(M ‘ ' 7ait until the situation is securec.
6’ ' Stay here, and keep on your guard....Han!

The two young captains grow suspicious of several workmen
gathering around the main exit hatch. ilan and the general
enter the bridye area. Several crewnen sit at elaborate
controls and computer stations.

GENERAL
Where is your captain?

One of the crewnien directs him to a small chamber above
the bridge. Starkiller and Whitsun strap on their micro-
pacls as more worluien convergce at the main hatch and begin
to close it. The two robo+a, Artwo and Threepio are
‘confused about what is5 goina on, and wvear cﬁcmr gear in
anticipation of moving. :

'92. PILOT CIiAMBRR - DBALTANIAN FREIGLUTER - AQUILAEL

lian and the gcneral onter the small pilot's chamber and
grect the captain, whose face is hidden in the shacdows of
a computer bani:,

CAPTAIU

Welcone, gentlemen. You must have had
a difficult journey. We'll be departing L
shortly.... L.

L ]

- e -

CONTINUED
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oopers silently enter the room behind the two
cir larerswords are drawn.

CAPTERIIT (cont.)

ve been autliorized to .accept payment
the chrome corpany coopracration. I
ae you've brought it with you.

wes out of the shadows, and is revealed to

irst Xnicght of the Sith., Instantly, both Han and
derstand the situation. Tiaey turn, drawing their

the four Imperial troopers.
‘2 chamber' 'instantly seals

s shut. Valorum hasn't — °

{s and remains unusually calm. The two Jedi turn

VALORUI1

Sver, gentlemen. " The chamber is sealed.
'force me to release the Jai gas...

!

.and the blaci: knight turns to an intercom.
!

In ERCOV

ion sccure. Prisoners taken to hold "B,".

gas was necessary.

Pra1 relax and drop their veapona. The door
behlnd them and si:xt guards enter wearing face-
hd the two Jedi with chrome microcuffs. A

\ creeps across Velorum's face. General
Eunimprpssed with the knightly trap.

\ VALORUIZ

, it's endea. (t~ guard) Take them

"G." I don't want them with the others. -~
\ for departure.

ort Ilan and the general out of the chamber
hallwa;s.

RIAIl FREIGUTERS - AGQUILAE

th llan and the general inte the hold of the

near the main exit where Arxtwo and Threepio
iooking lost. Threepio sees the general pass
1ay.

TIRNEPIO

pre he is, Come on.

CONTINUED
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The robots waddle off after the Jedi prisoners. As the small
procession passes detention cell B where tiie princess and the
others are being held, ‘llan and the general let out a horrifying-
Jedi scream, and leap to the corridor ceiling, thrusting their
bhound wrists into the lighting fixtures. They land on top of the
troops, instantly brealiing the neciis of four guards, with
expertly placed Jedi blows. The eight surviving guards are -
momentarily durbfounded. ilan and the general grab lazerswords
from their victims, and swiftly cut down thie remaining troops.
Iian grabs a small card from one of the dead guards, and starts
for dentention cell B.

Watch it! Those are cutters.

The general grabs one of the dead troorers and tosses him
against the cell door. Ped rays engulf the Dbody, and holds

it there. @Lan then places the card in a slot, and the door
silently slices open. Starkiller and ¥Whitsun leap for the
dead cuard, then notice the death ray surrounding hir. General
Skywalker grabs another body arnd throws it into the doorway.

GEIiERAL

Pass between then!

Starkiller sgueeznes ‘between the slain guards, and is untouched
" by the rays. ¥Whitsun and the princess quickly follow, picking
up weapons as they leave.
STARKILLEZR .
‘They've taken the cases.
GENERAL
Arc they aware of the boys. = =
WHITSU
I don't think so.
GERERAL
Find them! Use your seclker. We'll meet vou
at the main hatch. Tatch yourselves. If an
alarm is aiwven, they'll gas the entire ship.
WLITSUN

Yes, Sir.

thitsun and ftarliller cach take a qnall hwanding device from
their utility Jﬁlfu an@ head down a narrow hallway. The
general, llan and thie princcss continue toward the main hatch.

Artvo and Threepio have been completely confused by the turn

oﬁtevents° Thaey eventnally follow .the General fewswd ch- -
‘la cl).



04.

95.

96G.

79.

LLECTROCLOS E'I‘ IATJL'JZ\Y - Bl\ TARIZN FPLIGLTER - AQUILALE

The two young cartains reach a storage area of the huge

spacecraft. They watch their sceliers as they move along a

row of electrocloscts. They quietly sneak past a group of

worlmen as.enbllng a lnrge gyro-housing. A second row of

imicro-pacits is searched to no avail. SR
WIIITSUI

If they were discovered, they would have
been sernt to a medical station.

B “——"STARKILLER

Thiere are more storage areas on the far
side.

MAIN HATCL ARTA - BALTARIAN FREIGHTLR - AQUILAL

lan andé the general reach the main hatch, closely followed by

Leia and the two robots. Several lights over the ‘hatch flash -

on and off. The general cuts a camera off the wall with his
lazerswvord. '

'ﬁAN

They're going to take off....It's too late.
GENLCRAL

Threcpio! Corme over herc.

The lanky chrome man approaches the general, who is studylng a
complex computer control panel next to the hatch.

THREEPIO

Yes Sir, !llay I be of service? ' : et

GENLCDAL

Get this hatch open. Counterlock the
departure pattern.

Tiie robot immediatcly starts pushing bLuttons on the panel.
ELECTROCLOSET IALLWAY - BALTARIAN FRLIGIITER - AQUILAE v

Starkiller and Whitsun reach a second serics of electroclosets.
A signal appears on the seekers, and Starkiller cuts down the
door of one of the small cabinets. Whitsun stands guard.

N P e T

s

w ety

1

o
ot =

« Uive o

_Approach'ng troops are heard in the distance. Starkiller quickly

ruanages tiarouch the electro-packs until he spots the famlllar
cases conLalnlrg the two boys.

CONTINUED
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. WIITEul

Troops!

Starkiller straps on one of the back packs, and hands the
other to thitsun, as they duck into a narrow passageway.
Four troops march through a nearby hallway. After they -
liave passed, the youndg captain checks to mal:e sure the way
is clear, then runs down a hallway toward the main hatch.

ERIDGE - BALTARIAN FREIGUTER - AQUILNE

As the crew maiies the final preparations for the blast off,
the main hatch light blinks on. One of the pilots notlces
the licht and beuzns to chock it out.

PILOT (into intercom)

Is the main hatch secure?

MAIN HATCHE - BALTARIAN FREIGHTLER - AQUILAE

The intercom sparks to life, and the yeneral ‘answers it.
GENERAL

Everything looks secure, but give me a
minute to check it out.

PILOT
All right... Stand by.

The gecneral gives a wink to Han, as Threepio continues hls
attempt to override the hatch computer.

IALLWAYS - BALTARIAI FREIGHTER - AQUILAD

Starkiller and Yhitsun cautiously move down a long hallhaj,
ever wvatchiful of Imperial troops. They reach an lntersectlon,
carefully check in all directions, then rush down a main hall-
way. "hey are about hnlf way down the hallway, when a squad-
of Imperial guards appears at the cnd of the hallway, facing
them. The troops start toward the two captains with lowered

lazerriflés.
STARKILLER
- Here's where it gets tricky.

Starkiller, then Whitsun, quickly and smootihly draw their
lazerpistols and fire at the troops.. A giant explosion
destroys the far end of the hallwary. A few lazerbolts are
returned, bui streak harnlessly ovnrhcag, and explocde out of

ranqge, The exchange of aunflre lasts only a few moments.
tthen the smoke clenns, the troops have been destroyed.

de
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100. MAIR EATCH - DALTARIAN IREIGHTER - AQUILAE

The main hatch slowly begin to slide open, when the rumbling
cxplosion of lazerfire echoes through the hallways. Ilan looks
to the general, and they both instantly rcecalize what has
happened. Iar draws his wecapons. The hatch is now fully open.

'Everyone stands silently, watching for the two captains.  Alarms

start screaming throughout the ship, and the giant hatch slowly
begins to.close.

GENEPAL
Core on. We can't wait.

The group roluctantly exists the spacecraft, giving one last
look back to their lost friends. The hatch continues to '
close slowly as the alarm sirens wail. Suddenly, Starkiller

- and Thitsun round a cerner and head for the ever-closing hatch; -
hattling several Impexrial r"l:ormtroorr:n:s as they ¢go. Han and
the ¢general move up to the hatclhh and give cover fire. Whitsun
slips through the shrinkine opening, and vells to Starkiller'to
hurry. H“ny nore troors bare down on the young Jedi as he
squeezes through the very slim opening. One'of the troops dives
after him, but is caught, and crushed by the emergency hatch.

EOARDIIIG RAITPS - GORDOXN SPACEPORT - AQUILAE

The general leads the group through various corridors.

HAN

Once the alarm sounag, the entire spaceport
will shut down.
They stop at a junction. At the far ond of one hallway, several &;
troops guard a restricted passageway. T

e

GLEHNEDRAL ' | -
That's the military section. T
STAIKRILLER
Fighter craft! .
' : _ \ Inamn

But lt s very heavily guarded We can't
take it with subtlety.

Before the general can answer, the acute screcam of the space-
port alarm rcverberates through the corridors. The general,
followed by his two young captains, charge toward the heavily
guarded military pas 3sageway . Ilan, with the princess and two
robots, follov a safe distance behind. a qgquard sees them
coming, and orders them to stop. Starkiller and the general

.



102,

32.

fire their la"nrplstolg and the passageway entrance and the
troops disappear in a huge explosion.

The group junmps over the dead guards and smeoking rubble, then
runs throughh a series of hallways leading to a starship. They.
stop just short of an intersection leadiing to a boarding ramp.
Starkiller pecks arnund a corner at two guards standing in
front of the boarding ramp.

STARKILLER
Cutters We'll have to draw them out... : Y.
~—= A blast mlght alert the crew. - _—
GENEPAL

Artwo! Come here.
The little robhot waddles over to the old Jedi.
GIEIERAL (Cont.)

llove to that lntersectlon and sound the

e

* alarm. e e e

The mechanical dwarf dutifully marches into the intersection
and lets out a high, electronic scream. The guards shut off
the cdeadly lazer "cutters," and cautiously approach the wailing
robot.’ :

GUARD

What is it? twhat's wrong? ' : e
With incredible speed, both guardg are dropped by a few pre-
cision blows from the twe young captains. They immediately
drag the unconscious quards into the starship.

- -

CENEPAL

Starkiller! twhitsun! Stand gquard.
I'll signal at tale-off minus thlrty...
And reverse that cutter!

INTERIOR = TII'PLRIAL STARSHIP - AQUILAE

Ilan and the genaral, followed by Leia and the robots, enter

ne Imperial starship. They rush throuqgh several narrow hall-
ways leading to the bridge. Two crew members leaving a control
station, stumble into the group and are quickly dispatched by
Nan, The princess vwaits w1th the robots, as the general and
llan enter the brldge. The two pilots and navigator are taken
by surprise and promptly are subdued. Han switches on the inter-
com and listens. '

CONTINUED




103.

104.

-

HAT

llow are we going to ygct them to open the
silo cover?

GENEFAL

Send Threepio in here. Dispose of any crew-
nen left on board. :

EOMARDING RAIZP - SPACCPORT - AQUILAEL

Starkiller and Whitsun ncw wear the uniform of the Imperial .. °

83.

guard. Whitsun has reroved a plate from the "cutter" machinism
and is crossing a few wires. Ile replaces the "cuttexr" plate

just as a squad of stormtroopers rushes toward the door.

officar salutes them,
OFFICER
Have you seen them?
STARRKILLIR
No, Sir.
OFFICCR

They're in this section somewhere. I'm
cdoubling all the guards....Stay alert.

An

Twe guards take up positions just outside the "cutter" areas,
and the squad moves on to another starship. Starkiller gives

his partner a philosophical look.
IIITCRIOR - IMPLRIATL STARSIIIP - AQUILAL

The: gleaming chrome Threepio sits in the pilot's seat,

talking on the interconm to a controller, Ile Lreaks off his
continual drone of take-off instructions to the controller,

and turns teo the cenaral, shaliing his lhead.
TERICPIO

They ron't buy it. I tidnk they're getting
suspicious.

lHan cuters. .
AL
The crew is talken care of.
GRITRAL

"ell, thoey'se not going to open the silo cover,
so I'm afraid we!ll have to take it with us.

AR T e ——
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I

fTe're goinc to sustain considerable
damage if we blast off through that cover.

GEHERAL

- -

It's a thin shell. There is no cuoice.
(to Threepio) Signal the boys.

COARDING RAMPS - SPACEPORT - AQUILAE
Warning lights flash and the main hatch to the starfighter ~
slowly begins to closa. The two Imperial stormtroopers -
yell at Starkiller and Whitsun.

STORMTROOPERS

Uatch it! Don't fire into those cutters!
(o Starkiller) Shut down the cutters!

The two. chptalng pretend to be confused, and not uncerstand.
At the last mlnute, they leap aboard the starship. The hatch

slides closed, and the boarding ramp drops away. Several more
guards arrive, and give the troopers a speczal card, which ..

turns the small cutter warning lights from red to green. The
guards rush onto the boarding ramp and are wiped out by the
reversed "cutters.,"

INTLRIOR - STANSULIPS = NQUILAE

Everrone strars himself into the- l*ferods. Threeprio and the
general troddie forvard, and the giant ship shudders as it
starts. to lift off the launch pad. With tense exnressxons,‘
everyone braces for thie impact of the silo cover.

TARGRIP - SPAC&POP SILO - NQUILAE . .
i

- The mighty starship thunders out of the silo, crashing through

the cover plate, sencing shrapnel in all directions. The"
ship leaps toward the heavens.

COARDING cv\x-uw - SPACEPORT - AQUILAE
Inperial flﬂuht crews rush to their starships. Pilots receive
tlieir clearances, and several giant silo covers swing away,

revealing deadly huntcr-deetroyer spaceships.

INTERIOR - BRIDGE - STARSIIP - SPACE

e o

- P

.2
é

s e R

o~

Ilan and the general watch as five hunter-destroyers l;ave the  __

spaceport at Gordon.
GENETAL
We suffer=d light damace to a deflector £in.

It will tale them quite a while to catch up
with us now., Tell the bovs to get some rest.
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ATT SLCTION - S'Z‘."‘.PSI'TP - SprCI

Han retreats to the aft section of the ship, where the two
captains are checling out the two main lazercannons mounted
in large rotating bubble turrets.
IIAM : B
The old hoy says you two should get some
rest... You've qgot some time before they
catch up to us.
llan notices the packs -containing the young princes.
IAN (cont.)

Letter store the bo;s in a llfepod. Secure
then. well.

He heads bacl toward the bridge, followed by Whitsun. Star-
killer carrxies the two ndc*o-packs to a lifepod, and straps
them in., He checks Blgg energy supply. It is low. Leia
approachies him, : '

LEIA
Couldn't we let them out now?
STAPKILLER

It's better this way. Things are going to
get. rough... ‘

LEIA.
Will we make it? 1Is there any hope? Stay

with me. C e cese I love
you . ’ . ' ——_

-Starkiller is slightly shocked at this outburst, The princess

starts to cry and clinas to him for support.
STARKILLER

llo-one is qgoing to die...so stop acting like

a child, and start bchaving like a queen. What.
is this silly talk of love? You belong to the
people of Aquilae, and my job is to return you
to them, nothing more. 1low straighten up and
get into a lifcepod.

She's deeply hurt by his callousness. She brealls away from him
and runs down a hall'ay into a lifepod. Ile is tired, and angry
at the vhole incicdent.
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"BRINGCT - STARCHIP -~ SPACE

Threepio guides the starship teward the Ophuchi system. The
gencral watches the computer recadout estimate the position of
the Inperial hunter destrovers.

THREEPIO ' ) -

Hostile craft will intercept at thirty plus.

GINERAL
_ What's _the nearest star System? oo LT
- TIIREZPIO N
YAVIN
GENLRAL
Set & course... Maybe we can lose them among
the Systems ‘
AFT SECTION - STARSHIP - SPACB o ,
Starliller rests in one of the lazercannon pod bays. ‘He is '
thinking alout Leia. -‘Slowly a smile crcepns across his face.
nc makes a decision, jumps up, and hurries down a hallway.
Ile taps on the lifencd bulkhead, and Whitsun opens the door.
ctark,ller is surprised. -
WIITTSTUN ,
What is is? Con L e
STARKILLER o
Where is T.eia? v———
IHIITSUN

Sae went forward.... What's going on with
you tun?

STAILIILLER

Vie'ra in love. She loves me, and I just
rcalized,... I love her.

UILITS UL
You're asking for . S

trouble... She's a queen...

You're a warrior....Do you lincw what you're
sayinyg?

CONTINUED
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_torpcdoes. The intercom squawks to life.

STARIIILLER y
I don't care... I've got to talk...

Wiitsun just shakes his head, but before Starkiller can finish
his scentence, the ship is rocked by a borbardment of proton

- .-

GLULRAL (over intercom) : -
Cet to those guns!

Starkiller and "hitsun rush to the lazercannons, anéd jump into
the protective suits and helmets. R

CRIDGE - STARSIIP - SPACE

lian enters the bridge and sits before a fire control center.
The gencral sits in a chair, slightly behind and above Three- '
pio , directing the robot.pilot. ;

CEKLIRMAL

Turn around! Let's face them.
Artwo, szttlng quietly in a corner, watches as Threeplo punches
nev information into the computer and the giant starship swings
around in a sharny circle. Several tcrpedoes explode near the
ship. The gcneral switches on the intercom.

CENLRAL -
Your bLoys rcady?
AFT SLCTIOIl - STARSIIP - SPACE

The captains adjust the lazercannon controls in front of them
and check in with the general.

- T

GEMNEFRMAL
They should be within range in twelve seconés...

Starliller acjusts his giant lazer ack-ack cannon, searching
nis electronic tracking scrcen for the hunter destroyer.
Whitsun is having a problem with one of the rotating mechanisms
on the huge gun., Ilie curses, climbs out of the chain, and
attaupts to fixn-it.

WIIITSUR
My vertical rotating circuits are out... N

The princess straps herself into a small lifcpod.

ad Only the slightest hint of concern or
worry shows in her face. She listens to her protectors relay
instructions as the enecmy ,approaches.

s r.«. o
v

‘e

LYY
A

cedeL
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DRIDGE - STARSHIP - SPACE

e

The starship shuddcra'as the hunter-destroyers open fire.
Han relays the ship's status to the general, as Threepio
struggles to keep up with the barrage of orders.

1IAN - e

Wle're losing deflectors three thlrtj one and
ten fortj two...

GEHERAL (to Threepio) ) , s
Cut hard to maridian nine 'zero six. o B
Level to thrce degrees...(into the - Lo
intercom) We're coming under one. voimt et
Wait for my signall A

ATT SECTION - STARSIIIP - SPACE ) N e

The constant flashing of deflected lazer bolts reflect in

the interior of the lazercannon bubble. Starkiller re-

ciaecks. his firing switches..hitsun adjusts his headphones,

and lowers a glare reflector. He raps on the power rotation ,
circuits, and gives them a little test burst. The pod R e S
instantly rotates a few degrees. The large starship heads '~ o
directly toward the three enemy ships and at the last moment

dives under the attacling craft. Starkiller watches the

smaller crafts pass overhead, aching to open fire. He calls

. WWhitsun on the intercom.

STARKILLER

I've got no signal. I'm on target. What's ° "f*ﬁﬁ.J:tiﬁ
wrong? What are they waiting for? 1I've LT T
got an open shield' _ , S

The three Imperial craft are firing 1ncessantly at po;nt blank 5‘53
range. '

-~

WHITSUN
Wait for the signal.

But Starkiller has a perfect shot, and he can't wait. Ile
squeczes tiie trigger and the giant lazercannon, with a burst

of smoke and electrical charge, opens up on the enemy craft. _
iionents later, the signal lights f£lash on and Whitsun commences
firing on tho recceding hunter-destroyers. Two of the Imperial
craft breall off, and prepare for another attack run.  The third

“is hit by a concantrated barrage from the two captains, and be-

gins splnnlvg out of control, until it finally explodes. : .
YThitsun gives Starkiller a vwctory wvave, which Starkiller glee~- ° =
fully returns. .These nioments of triumpii are broken by the

Antercen.,

7 a
.

CONTINUED .t
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GLIICRAL

Annikin, next run yvou wait for my signal,
e haven't much poivier to spare on your
lnaccurate qgrandstanding!

i3z wounded. Iie resets his accelerators, . °
no hunter-destroyers begin a second run.

-

Starkiller's price
as tiie two romaini

117. DRIDGE - GTARSHIP - SPACE

Ilan turns to the v¢eneral.

A
We have a wealened shield on the port turrest...
GRHERAL

Uarn Starkiller. CGet him out of therce
(0 Threepio) Change your heading by
point E£ive ‘ .

"1l8., NAFT? SECTION - STARSIIIP - SPA

Princess L.eia listens to Han warn Starkiller.

Your shield nower is down. 2aAbandon that
position, and seal that scction. Report!
Captain, do you hear me? Captain?!ll

Leia becomes worried that.something has happened to Annikin.’ el
The young captain switches off the intercom system and signals . -.i
to Whitsun that the system has gone dead., Becfore Whitsun - Ce
can ansver,the two huutcr-destroyer.spacecraft are upon them . -
once again. LAazer bolts flash all around them. The general's
signal flashes on, and the captain starts to return the fire.
One of the Iiperial fighters concentrates its fire on Star-
iller's wealiened qunport. A direct hit blows open a hole in
the turret, and everytliing that isn't bolted down is sucked
into outer space, including Starkiller. He bangs against the
side of the starship, held only by a weakened lifeline.

The princess heors thitsun explain Starkiller's predicament,
and rushes hack to help him. She is stopped Ly a pressure
locked door lcanlng to the gun implacement.
119. BRIDGL = STARSHIP - SPACE
The ¢eneral orders Threepio to swing the spacecarft around - e
‘ﬁw« and start a new attack. He turns to Artwo. o

CONTINUED
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GLI'EPAL

Use the aft port...5ce what you can do
for Starkiller.

Artwo hurredly waddles out of the bridge. Threepio and Han
simultaneously turn teo the general. -

TIIREEPIO
More crafit approaching!
HALT
It looké like at least six or seven.

The gencral studies the radar scopes and then checks a Galatic
rap displayed on one of the monitors.

GEHIRAL
Change course to three point one.
TIIREZPIO

That will head us directly into the path
of the liorton Asteroid Belt.

HAI

That Asteroid Belt is too dense to pass
through...The ship won't make ;t!

GENF.RAL o

le'll never defeat them in combat. It's
our only chance to lose theu.

Threepio punches in new coordinates, and the starship veers

. avay twoard the treacherous astroid belt.

AFT SECTION - STARSKIP - SPACE

ihitsun fires on one of the two hunter-destroyers which is

.pacing tiic rehel starsihip. Starkiller unsuccessfully tries

to pull himsclf bhack inside the spacecraft. The enemy
craft maneuvers wildly in an attempt to get into a bhetter
position, to fire on Starkiller. Whitsun blasts away, until
the Imperial spacecraft spews forth equipment and personnel,
carcens off, and eventually explodes.

Artwo wobbles along the exterior of the ship, until he reaches
the stranded captain. He attaches a new lifeline to the young

. _ CONTINUED

e



9l.

Jedi''s spacesuit, and nakes his way Dback inside the wounded
craft. Starhlllcr is pullen to safetvy just as the starship

enters the astroid belt. A barrage of small and large v
astroids begin to pelt the ship, causing a great deal of
darage.

‘o @  gwne @ e

CENEDPAL (over intercome)

Secure yoursclves. We may have to eject.
Abandon the turrets.

The princess rushes back to her lifepod and strapq herself .- -+ ...
in., Wiitsun and Artwo-help Starkiller malke his way out of Rt
the lazercannon turrets and thirough a series of locks, to R
the lifepod area.

121. BRIDGT - STARSHIP - SPACE -

The astroids hit hard, The ship is buffeted to and fro as
the gencral, Ian, and Threepio struqggle into their space- o
suit~-like lifepods., Trke Imperial hunter-destroyer closest - -~ ..v.
to the rebel ship explodes in the onrush of deadly astroids. '
The new reinforcenent hunter-destroyers turn ‘back and give
up the pursuit. They disappear from the tracking monltors.h“,_”“
The astroid bombardment becomes alnost unbearable. . Warnlng R
lights hegin to flash. [Rxtending foils, antennae, and- oo
-@W“ armament porls are scraped awvay from the starship hull. A
Q* _ hasehall-sized hole in punched through the midsection, and
hunérecés of objects are sucked into space. 1A large locker ST
eventually rlugs the opening. The starship and her passeagers. - ...
shudder and swvay under the punishment of the astroid storm.

:H

THREEPIO

The ship is breaking up. , e

NAN
We're almost clear of the storm. . . :;9
THREEPIO .
e'll never make it., Eject, we must eject.

'The gencral watches the computer mohitor as the starsiip emerges
from the far side of tic Asteroid Belt.

HAN
We'rce approaching one of the Forbidéen systems....

CENERAL TR

He've got to achicve orbit.

B . CONTINGED .
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TIETZTPIO
Ue'll nover make it.
The starship heads for a small blue-green planct in the distance.
AFT SECTION - STASIIP - SPACE -~
tarkiller vas nons;~grnal§ shaken in the destruction of his
zerturrct. liie is slightly dazed as VWhitsun straps him into
lifepod with Artwo.

WRITSUN (to Artwvo)

You watch him. Make sure this pod géts off -
all right. . : - Ea

Artwo nods, and Whitsun moves to the second lifepod and straps
himself in next to the princess.

LEIA
Will he be all richt?
WHITSUN

I thinlk so.. ' His feelings for you are
dangerous. You should discourage him.

Slie is surprised that taxklller has any feeling for her, but
¥eeps her cmotions to herself.

BRIDGE - STARSIIP - YAVII] ORBIT

. - L e LU SR

The general is strapped into the lifepod with the two micro- 'iﬁfg
packs containinge the young prlnces. Han and Threepio are in ]
the second llfepod
A -
We're in orbit.
- THUPLELPIO
Ve've got to eject now! Those reactors won't
hold much longer. This ship's going to end
up in a million little picces,... and I don't
want to be one of themn.
TIAN
21l lifepod systens are operative, I

CTI'ERAL (into intercom)

I vou boys are reédf.back there, we'll get
off this bucket.:

't
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All systems operative..:We have the signal.

lian salutes the orneral, and his lifepod jettisons away from
the crippled starship. Ile is quickly followed by the general.

124. AFT SECTION - STARSNIP - YEVIN ORBIT e
Artwo pugnea the Jettlson ontCh but nothlng happens. : .
Starkiller slouly and with some Qlfflcu1ty, pushes the -
switch two or three times. liothing happens. Ile begins T
to look a little worried.

STARKILLER (into intercom)
We've got a problem...Wait a second...
Artwo pusies the. switch again, and the lifepod blasts off
in a cloud of smoke and debris. Whitsun also seems to be

having a problem. Half the lights on his control panel
have gone dead. lie struggles to reactivate them.

« _ _ WHITSUY
T iy power's out!
GIHULCPAL (over intercom)
Is it a faulty switch?
UWIITTSUN
Ho. The whole bank is out. —
Whitsun gives the princess a reassurina look, then punches
some informntion into the computer. The monitor flashes:
"Income ling main pewer." Ee looks outside the lifepod and
sees a damaged cable.
WHITSUH
I've found it...

GLUIERAL

You haven't ruch tirme...The auxilliary units
have already bhlown....

~

%&_' Whitsun scrambles out of the lifeped and rushes over to the

severed connector. Ile works on it for a feow moments, then

LN TP ————

e -



stops with a rather defeated looli. The prrincess watches him
as he tries to thinl: of a solution. A grecat explosion is
heard in the forward part of the ship.

LITZFPODS - SPACE - YAVIM ORGIT

The two lifepods containing the ¢encral,and Ilan and Threepio
drift away from the disabled starship.

GENIDWM\L
Whete's Starkiller?
| HAN

I can't see him cither,

Staritiller uses the small rockets on nis lifepod to maneuver
bhacl: toward the burning starship. He can hear the general
over the intnrcon.

GLAERAL
Starkiller, yhere are you? Report in.
"Starlkiller reaches doun and switches off the intercom.
AT STCTION - STARSHIP - VYAVIT ORBIT

Whitsun appears to have found a solution to his situation
and rushes bac't to the princess. ile reaches in and locks:
on the power switch.

VIIIITSUN . . -

Thers is onlv one possible solution, and
we rust use it, Loclkt the hitch and make
sure it is sealed.

PRIKCESS
Lut what of...

Another «ipplosion creates a large bulge in the wall of the
aft saction.

VHITSUN
e've no time!
e slams the hatch shut and runs to the powver connector. Smoke
begins to £ill the chamber, as tWhitsun slams a larce metallic

dampening tool across the damaged connector terminals, and
the lifepod jettisons away. :

- A ——— — —————

'
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127. LITCPEORS - STACE - YAVILI ORBIT
The princess jettisons free, as Starkiller moves toward the
criprnled ship. Leia calls the general on the intercom.

o

LETIXM
I'm all right, but Clieg¢ is still on loard.
CLUIETAL

Staxikillex, stny out of there. .- o s

Uitk a rumble, the tars iy disappears in a spectacular explosion,
sending debris in all directions. Starkiller stops his lifepod . -
and it starts to ¢rift. Ilie is weeping. IHan and the general S
helplessly watchh the rermains of the expleosion drlft avay.

GENFRAL

Starkiller, stay near Leia. Usc-your
beacon. Coordinate with us. .

Starliiller's intercom is weak, and there is a great deal of .
static. Tne lifepods drift toward the awesome blue-green Yavin *7%°
surface. The general loses sight of the other lifepods. as they
descend through the cloud cover.

Cantoin, I'm losing your beacon. Send me a
new signal.

All he gets is static. The planet surface rushes toward the fall-
ing lifepods. Retrorockets automatlcally kick in and slow the
poés. Two of the small craft break through the clouds and land
in the dense, steaning jungles.

e

123. VINE JUNGCLE - ZAVIN ’ .

he goneral's lifepod arashen through the foliage until it |
onns tn rast in the middle of a larce vine-covered tree. Ile
oralbs the two micro-pacls and clirbs out of the lifepod, and
onto a large noss-covered limb. Han and Threepio run to the
base of the huge tree. )

g H

[

11AN
Are you all right?
GCHERATL

Fine...Mny signal from Annikin?

. ' _ CONTINUED
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Mothing yet., I thinl they landed further
south,

The general attaches a thin cahle from his utility belt to the . ..
tree trunk, and slides to the ground. ilan takes the micro-
paclis from him. The general looks around at the jungle,

GENGRAL
This is dangerous country...We'd better stay e e i
together. .
TIIREEPIO L Lt

The wildlife in the forbidden system is
axtranely hostile...Perhaps we should seek
shelter?
L] ' > *
lan inspects the power units of the micro packs.
1

25T

Uindy's unit is very low. I can't tell if SEEANEENA SR
the unit is still functmonlng. ' :

GLIERAL

e have to find a place to revive them.
e'll start moving south. We should find
protection along that ridge.

LT B

C R
7, hd

The general grabs one of the micro-packs and starts off into LR
the murky jungle. ilan and Threepio quickly follow. The jungle .-

is a strange and eerie, fog.-laiden purgatory. Gruesome and _
unnatural sounds permeate this ghostly wasteland. Everyone - e
is cautious, and on the alert for an unseen danger. ..

129, FOPLST OF TLT. GARGANITUAMS - YAVIN -

Starlziller's lifepod is also caught in the limbs of a
gargantunn tree. The lifepod has been ripped in half by the
crasih landing. The unconscious Jedi hangs half out of the
danaged craft. A tro foot high insect-like creature scoots <
dGown a branch and onto the bhack of the dormant warrior. The
insect lcts out a chilling hissing sound, and a slimy tube
cnerges from its hairy mouth, waking Starkiller. Ilé is
immndiately avare of the insect. Iiiis eyes are open, but he
Coesn't move. Suddenly, with one quick blow, lle knocks the
creature against the szide of the spacecraft, and it is . e e .
squashed lifeless. . T

Starkiller is a little aroggy, .but he manages to climb out
of the wreclage. lie looks around for Artwo. :
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* STARIILLLR

Artwo! Axr{wo Detvo!

ARTTIO

iiclp!

Starkiller turns and sees the little robot hanging upside down,
one of his three feet caught in a vine. He lifts Artwo out of
his predicanent and places him securely on a wide limb.

STARITILLER
Did vou sec Leia?
ARTWO

She landed on the other side of those trees,
approxinately cicht hundred meters.

STARGIILLER

’ [l

.

7ell, come on, old buddvy. Let's get our- _ .
selves out of this tree. _ R

VIIE JUKRGLE RIDGE - YAVIN

The general, liar and Threepio reach a shallow cave near the
top of a stecep ridga. hey quickly pull off the micro-packs
and place tlicm on a clear piece of ground at the mouth of
the cave, ’ )

GEMNERAL (to Han) T

Check out the inside. Threepio, stand guard.
Keep your eye on the countrvside.

Ilec looks at the pow~r units on the micro-packs and shakes
his hecad with a vorricd loolk. Ilan returns from a survey of
the incide of the cave. :

AN

It donsn't oo very far. There's nothing back
thera.

GENTFAL
Lelp me with this,

iIan helps the ceneral 1ift the- ton from the casc containing
’indy, the younagcor of the two princes. The small bov appears
liZaless as the gensral mulls him from his encasement, and
r~a3ts hin on the cave floor. I'an pulls a small resperation
out of the micro-racks and places it over the boy's nose. The
genceral attaches twue clectrodes over his heart. '

ladarad il VAl ad
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lic doesn't lool: good.

The little vrince begins to turn blue. The general grows
tense. 1lindy starts to regain consciousness, but begins

coughing and cheliing, then goes limp again. The general

quiciily props 'lincdy's mouth open with a small plastic rod
and checks the reading on his power pack.

GEIiEFAL

¥We nceed more power...tap off Biggs' unit...
—Quickly! T

Ile then places Windy's arms behind his back and starts
pressing on his chest with sharp, rhythemic movements.
Ilan attachkes new 2lectrodes to the boy's hcart. Windy
again comes to, chcking and coughing. TFinally, he begins
to cry. The general takes the plastic tube from his
mouth and tenderly pats him on the back.

GENERAL :

Let's get Biggs out of there. Ile
shouldn't be a problem.

FOrLST OF TIIN GARGAHTUANS - YAVIN
Starkiller slans closed the hatch of Princess Leia's
lifepod. In the distance, the subhuman cries of lone-
sone tree beasts cut through the forest murmur,

ARTVO : : -

Perhaprs she went in search of us.

Starlkiller studies the ground around the capsule. There
a great many footprints, and much broken foliage.

STARKILLER

Sormeone's got her. She put up quite a fight...
It's an easy trail to follo.

VIOZ JUNGLE PIDGE - YAVIU

Doth Biggs and Windy are slecping restlessly on the £loor
of tiie cave. Ilan watches over them as the general scans
the valley below with a pair of electrobinoculars.

28.

are _.
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! TIITELPIN

It's about fourteen degrees below the
horizon... a little to the left.

The electrobinoculars sweep the rich green landscape until
they come to rest on a bright rceflection, revealing some -
type of structurec.

SCIEPAL

It's too small to be a military base...
Could bhelong to a trapper.

THRELPIO
Nighly unusual...
GLCNERAL

" ..It's on the way. Pecrhaps we should

Lo investigate. ‘

Little Biggs wales up with a giant yaun.
RICGGS

lley! Where are wa?

FOPEST OF TIIE GARGAITUZANS = YAVIN

‘.. The gargantuan trees are shrouded in mist, and the ominous

sounds of unearthly creatures fill the air. Starkiller
moves quietly and cautiously, followed by Artwo, who inad-
vertently makes a loud clicking sound. The young warrior

' stops, and motions to the stubby little robot.

STARKRILLIR

Wait here. If I don't return by zero two
hunéred, come looking for me.

The mechanical dwarf acknowledges -with his computer light.

.Starkiller moves swiftly and silently forward, until he hears

laughing and voices. Ilic climbs ulr the banlkside of a huge
tree, and inches his way out onto one of the huge overlanging
branches. DRelow him, he can see a group of scruffy, alien
trappers sitting around a nutron stove jolkiing and telling
stories. Parked on either side of the arour are two larqge,
tank=-1like" jungle crawlers." Behind the crawvlers, five
Wookees, (huge grey and furry beasts) hang urside down in

a tree. Occasionally, they thrash about in great anger and

. frustration.

The trappers speak in a strange language, and although they
appear slightly human, they are sliny, cdcformed, hideous .
looking creatures. Two of the trarpers yell at one another
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in a friendlvy argument. One shirtless. creature ¢oes into

a "cravler," anc¢ the renaining eight laugh hysterically.
Starkiller moves further out on the limb to get a better
view, A courle of pieces of hark brealk lcose, and float a
hundred feet to the around. The trappers fail to notice.
i'oments later, the shirtless trapper emerges £from the

L RO et

.crawler with Princess Leia held unconscious and half nared o

over lhiis head. Starkiller's rage knows no bounds. With

a terrifying Jedi war cry, the young captain jumps from ‘

the tree, sails over a2 hundred feet, and viti great agility,

lands in the niddle of the startled Lrappers. In . one

continuous rapid motion, he ignites his lazersword and cuts »
down tqggg,of the vile_creatures. The shirtless trapper 777
swings the princcss over his slioulder, and runs back into T
tiie huge "jungle crawler." Two other trappers reach for C
their pistols, but the Jedi has Xilled thewm hefore their -7 =
weapons can clear leather. The three remaining creatures '
hawve thedr nistols ont and start firinz., Dirlosions erupt

all around Startiller. Nne blast hits the branch holding S
the Yookees, and they collansc with a loud screech in a heap. .. ...
Cne of the trapners is caught in the crossfire and is blown '
apart. : \ .

hen the smeke clears, Stariiiller lies unconscious amid the i
burning rubble. The jungle cravler begins to move out of T UHEISC
the camp. The last tuo trappers run after it. One is ablc to’ v
jump on hoard, but the second trapper runs too close to the AR
nov freed Wookees. CHCWCLCCA, one of the furry giants, grabs

hinm and snaps hinm in two, like a stick of wood. The jungle

cravler disaprears.in the forest mist. The eight foot : s
Chevwbacca, vho reserbles a huge, grey bushbaby with fierce
baboon=1like fangs, strugqgles to free his companions.

n"
{- . ‘:

L AN

Starkiller recains semiconsciousness, and attempts to gét up, L
only to ¢roan and collapse back into unconsciousness. The . @ ...~
Uookees gather around him and poke him a courle of times to

sce if he is still alive. mhoy squawl: and jabber, apparently
insome kincd of argument. Finally, DCUAMNA, the largest ofae-

the Wookees, ricks up Starkiller and puts him over his- shoulder.
The group disappcars into the jungie foliage. .

TREE LOUSE - FOIINST OF TN GARGANTUANS - YAVIH

Han the Threcpic carry the two little boys on their shoulders.
The general stops on the edge of a €learing, and motions for
the others to be still. Dlggg turns around, and signals his
little brother fo0 be quict. On the opposite side of the clear-
ing, a snall mctal structure is attached to one of the huge
trees. It is a small, weatherbeaten hut of futuristic design.
It appears descrted. The general cautiously approaches the
stmicture.

VOICT

lowdy stranger...What can I offer you? ' -

CONTIY UED
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The «rmeral spins around.and'seeé OWER LARS, an aged and
scruffy looking antheponlogist.
LADRS (Cont.)
I'm Owen Lars of Bastine.
The gencral takes the old man's cxtended hand.
GLITRAL
I'm Luke Shkywalker of Aquilae,
Fe signals for the others to join him in the clearing.
WOOREE CAIP - YAVIN -
The small caravan..of Uoel:ees, lead by Chewbacéa, enters a
small clearing surrounded by many bark and mud hovels. Young

Wookees race ahead of the groun yelling, and running in and
out of the grubby little dwellings. Giant, bushbaby-like

Voolkees of all ages and sizes, make their way into the clearing.

Many stand dumbfounded, but others let out. a jovful scream and
rush up to members of the group, hugging and kissing them.

Dewanna dumps the unconscious Starkiller on a raised area in
the nmiddle of the clearing. Armed Wookees immediately surround
the: helpless human. Chewbacca enters the largest of the
lodges. TIle is grected by his father, NAUZITUCK, Chief of the
IAAPAURU tribe,; an old and feeble Wookee dressed in royal skins
and headdress.

IDITRRION - ANTHROPOLOGIST IHUT - YAVII °

Anthropologist Lars, the general, Han and the children sit
around a large table eating. Lars yells into the kitchen.
1

T.ARS
Deru! ‘there's the thanta sauce? .

BLENU LARS, OSwen's warm, plump wife, enters, carrying a small
pitcher. &he smiles at Owen.

LORD

I swan! I pnt it ri¢ght here in frent, so
you'd see it...{to Ean) llere's some EBEum
Bum extract. It's very mild...

LIRS (to general)

There are no settlers to the. south since the
Pau family was wired out... I'm afraid I
couldn't even get in there to bury them,..
Those Woolieas aro the fienrcest critters.I've
ever run across.: A new tribhe rnoved in down
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LAPS (Cont.)

thnre ahout a year ago...and it's hecn hell
evar since. Onlyv Yourellian trarpers venture
in thare now, and many of them don't even come
bacl:. '

CRILRAT,

Where's the nearest citv?

LARS T o
Ho cities at a2ll...only a few scattered :
settlerxs and -- one Imperial outrnost... o T T T
rut t£he troops are of no help. hew kill -
and plunder rather than prrotect...fnough...
If vour friends landed farther scuth, I'd
fear for then. oo
. . e
AT o
llow f£far.is the outpost from here? e
LARS ' 2
Five lcaques...an orpresive hlight.
GCULML
What class is it? How many support craft? T
LARS A

It's verv small, a class two....Only ten or
twelve starraiders, I think.
. : : : :
Leru fusses cver thec bovs, who refuse to eat their vegetables.
She malies up a game, which triclks them into eating. The.
general ponders thie situation. Iian eats, like he hasn't
ecater in years.

137. UOOLRL €I - AQUILAT

Starkiller is surrounded Ly ¥Wooliees. Young ones push through
to got a better look, as the adults jabber and argue about the
human, Starkiller regains consciousness with a groan, and a
sudden husli sweeps over the gathering., Starkiller staggers to
his feet, and the group cf Wookees back away in mass. The
youny Jedl surveys the situation for a few moments. The

, _ Wookees appear to be frightened of this brave wvarrior. Ile

¢f@“ reaches for his weapons, hut they are gone. Three guards

Q@s vith long spears attempt to contain Starkiller. With a loud

ol shout, he lunges at them, and they give him a little room.

.

CONTINTED
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JOITIILLIA, a large, ferocious Woolkee, steps forvard. He
ayo sometliing to the ¢uards, and they quickly move away.
lie struts l:efore atarhlllcr, aoagtlng and tauntlng him with

his spcar and battle ax. The captain studies the Wookee
warrior as an paces back and forth, his helmet plumes
dancing anc¢ chest armor jangling. Uithout warning, Star- L
itiller lets out another loud yell, startllng Jommlllla ln;o s
backineg off Starkiller continues his verbal assault, .
calllng thu_unconpronehulng Woolkee all manner of vile and
degrading thinas Jormillia continues to back into the
surrounding cro"o, monientarily confused by this odd be-
haviour. €Slowly, Jormillia beglns to grin. He takes a
defensive stance, then begins to laugh hysterically. This

N

st

stops Starkiller. The giant Wookee swings his deadly, o -7

double-bladed hnattle ax over his head and expertly throws

it directly at the young captain's hecad. To the amazement. ...
of Jonmlll+a and the other tlookees, Starkiller, with Jedi
sliill and concentration, catches the ax in mid-air, then
charges his furry opponent. ’

Jommillia is caught off-quard, but manages tec hlock Star- Can

killer's attack with his spear. The two warriors engage'. B
in a savage and fantastic duel. Stariziller.cuts the Vookee's

"spear in half, but is hit along the side nf' the head by the

shaft and is momentarily dazed. Tlhie battle ax is knocked -- ~rh‘§}
from his hands. lie grabs the spear shaft and rams the giant . ...
creature in the helly. A loud command from outside the IR
crowd stops the figlit. The loolees. part, revealing Chew-

bacca and his father, who approach the two warriors. Jom-

millia bows before his chief, and is commancded to move away. .
Chewbacca speaks te Starkiller. TMHe doesn't understand, but o
welcomes the chance to catch his hreath. Chewbacca then .
Prresents his father, who steps forwaréd and bows before the
mighty Jedi. Cheubacco bows also, as the crowd of Wookees .
chatter in disbelief. When the chief and his son rise, :
Starkiller houss down before them. This pleases the Wookees,

and they screzech and cheer.

TRET IIOUSC - TFTOFEST OF THE GARGANTUANS - YAVIN
*r., and ;| Lars stand on the balconj of their tree house
V1Lh theep’O and the two little rrinces, Riggs and Windy.

Ran and the grneral energe with large survival backpachs
and 1ult1nlnlnhol reapens.

GENTIAL (to Threepio)
We'll call for vou when we've found them.
TIHREEPIO

Your orders are quite clear. The boys will
bhe quite safe.

LNARS

Don't worry. The patrols never come out this far.
Wa'll take good care of the boys.

CONTINUED
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ST PAL

Lars, your kindness will surely be rewarded.
]

LARS

Just he careful out therec...

104.

Tie pats Skywaliier on the hack as the o0ld Jeul and the ever

faithful Han descend from the tree house. . At the
base of the huge tree, the warriors climb aboard two smal
roclet powered platforms. :

LARS (velling down to them)

Thev're pretty old. I haqpe they'll he
all” right!

GEMNERAL
Out here, they're a wonderment. :

Threerio and the. liids wave as the “jelsticks start with a
whine. They idle alout five feet above the ground. '

LARS

Good huntine., Iray the force of others he
with vou.

‘ian anc the acon oral wave as they ride off into the forbod
Yavin sunset.

UONKLEN CAMP = YAVIN - J1IGHOT

A Dbeautiinld, imit frenzied fire festival is underway.

e

1l

ing

Wonkees perform the VAITA TAR dance, and yodel in a barking -

fasiiion around a large fire. The fowale Wockees arrive,
carrving torches, and move in a circle around the males.’

giant creatures arn too involved. to notice the little Artwo

martes his wvay around the dancers. The stubby robot stops
near one of the mud huts, ané loolis around. lie then wobb
off towvard th¢ large chief's quarters, and enters,

TNORLESE CAMP - YIVIN - IORNING

The

les

Artwo exits the chief's hut and looks around. It is a quiet,

crey norning. & low mist hangs over the now deserted cle
Ee turns and signals back into the hut. &Starkiller cauti
energes from the mad house. ile wears a crude backpack, a
carries a large hattle ax. They start across the clearin
Suddenly, out of nowhere, Chewbacca is standing before th
Jle says nothing, but scratches his head and then clrcles
around Starkiller.

aring,
ously
nd

g. “":"A-w ’

eM.
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TTARKILLER
e arec leaving...We must go. Stand away!

The huge oolee kneels and bows down in front of the young
Jedi. Starkiller looks down and smiles.

STMARRKILLER
Rise rmy friend. We will mecet again.

Starkiller walks toward the jungle and Chewbacca scurries . ... .
ahead of him and bows cown once more

ARTIO < , -
What dnes he want?

Stariziller shakes his head, and rubs his several days growth-
of heard. He leans dowmn toward Cliewbacca.

STARIIILLER
Stand ur so we can talk properly.
Chewbacca jabbers in a questioningj fashionm.
| STARIILLER )
I an grateful ko you gnd vour peonle, but I

must go., I wish you understood me. It would
make things so rwuch easier. Go! Go!

Starkiller turns away, and hegins to walk toward the jungle ~ ' 7??
again, Chewbacca gets to his feet, and runs after the Jedi, T
following a few paces hehind. Starliiller notices the 3
Wookee following them, and shakes his head. :
FOREST OTF TIII GARGALTUANS -~ TRAPPER SIGIT - YAVIN
The hodies of the-lilled trappers are covered with rat-sized
insects. 2 lazer exrlosion erupts in the middle of the
slinmv creatures and they scatter into the underbrush. Han.
anéd the general turn over one of the dead trappers.
1Ian A
They ran into something., ' SR
GENF.RAL
It's strangne they left their dead. Something...-J
The constant cacophony of jungle creatures suddenly stops.
The two warriors scan the jungle for possible danger. Fan
draws his lanerpistol. The cacophony starts again, as the
general ignites his lazersword. L _ - e

COIITINICTD
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© RAN

lll' a

i

Two or three moving this way, f£rom the east.

Ile listens nore closely for a ferr moments,
FAN (Cont.)
It's Artwo!

Starkiller and Artwo hreal: out of the cdark foliage into the
clearing. Iie waves to lNan and the gcnzral. 2Artwo waddles a
few paces bhehind. Chewvbacca sees tha humans and stops at
the edge of the jungle. Ile watches as Stark;l’cr and the
general carrv on an animated conversaticn. Hans sees the
liookee lurliing in the shadows.

IIAN
You were followed,
STARRKILLLR

Ee wouldn't stay. Ile's one of the ones I
saved...

Ilan calls out to Chewbacca irn the Wooliee's own language,
and the huge, lumbering creature anproaches the c¢roup. Iian
anéd the Vool:ee tall: for a few monenb., then embrace as if
they were old@ friends, Ctarkziller is surprised.-

T, @ . e

BAMN (to Starliller)
This is Chewbacca, son of fuzitucl:,

Prince of the Sawas, a very powverful trihe.
It seems they've made vou a god,

The general smiles. Starkiller is cmbarrassed.

= - 142, VINE JUNGLE PIDGE - YAVIN

Starkiller joins the general on a ridge overloolzing the
Inperlal outpost of MAVASSI. 2All that can e scen of the
“fortress is a lona quard standing on a qnall peﬁcatal,
jutting out abiove the dense jnglC.

GENTPATL

Their trail leads dircctlv to the outpost.
Patrols are prohably out looliing for us hy now.

STAPIIT.LER

"7€@‘ Finding her in there isn't going to he casy

CNITIIUED
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CLNNDPAL

Getting in there is going to he impossible..
e could sure use one of those starships.

Starliiller spots something moving in the jungle. He scans
the arca with his clectrobinoculars.

STARKILLER
Soniethiing's going on down therc...lian!

Ilan moves up next to Starkiller, f£ollowed closely by Chew-
bacca.

STASUIILLER

Your ceves are hetter than mine....
What do you nmake of that?

UNT
They lool: like tiooliees...hundreds of them.

lian turns and speaks to Chewhacca, gesturing toward the
moverent far below in the jungle.

HRTY

Apparently, it's a siege. They've been
harassing the outjost for almost two years.

GEIRAL
[Iave they ever tried to take the fqrtfess?
flan relays tliis to Chewhacca. |
LAZT

lle says they've nade several assaults, but
they are rno natch for the wcapons.

GIMEPAL

It's only a clags three fortrass. Maybe

they just need a little help.
Starkiller yrins, ard llan says something to Chewbacca, who
beconns cicited and screcches loudly.

INTERINDR - TIIELOUSE - YAVIN

The inconing signal alarm on the anthropoloqgist's radio system
wvails thirough the calm of the tree house. Biggs, dragging an
eigyht-legged, furry rodent, rushes up to the old radio and flips

CONTINTZ
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_ tiie reccives:.

EIGGS

I'm rcading yah. Co ahead.

GENERAL ' '
Bigus, low are vou gettina along?
BIGGS

Creat! I caught a thumper...a really
big one. It's name is "Amber."” -

Ile yanks on the leash, and the furry bcast lets out a strained

yelp.
GRITRIAL
.Cood, BRicggs. liou's your brother? Are
you talina geod care of him? '
BIGGS
- Oh, surec. Ilie's cut collecting "Alas" with
\@ Owen and Eeru. .I"m in charge here. Did
N you find Leia?
N .

GLURPAL
ot yet., We'll be away for a while. You
mind Lars until we return, Hay the force
of others be with you.
BIGGS
All right., Ta’'.e care.
Threepio cnters the room, carrving a plate of steaming food.
Diggr turns the radio off, and puts the receiver away. A
crasiiing sound and voices are heard in the clearing below.
THNREEPIO
Come and eat your dinner.
BIGGS
They're back! They're bacl! Come hnber!
' gwm The furry rodeunt jumms up onto its eight stubby legs and
ek rushes over to the door, but stops short, and begins to growl.
Liggs stops belhiind the creature. .

COMTIMUED
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BIGCS

Vhat is it, Amber?

Ziggs peclks out the window, and secs a patrol of six Imperial.
stormtroopers climbing out of an airtank. He ducks back, and .
tugs Amber away from the door.
RIGGS T
Quiet, Amber. Come here. Ccme on.
TIIRZEPIO
What's wrong? .

DIGGS
Troopers. e must hice! Stay quiet.
Biggs and the robot scramble for a trap door near a large shelf, . : -

The troops begin to climb the ladder to the tree house. The
-trap cdoor is heavv, and the robot and the little boy struggle

to get it open. The troops break in the door, just as Threepio ...,

closes the trap door. The stormtroopers arc lead by a™ - - -aF

rough lookina sargent. Thev peolie around, tearing everything -
- apart. Biggs struggles to Pcep Amlbrer quiet. auddenly he

realizes something.
G BIGGS

The £food!

- ome w

o

The sargent takes the bowl of food from‘the table and studies e
it. T@e then talkes a small ciirome ball fror his pocket, and - e
tosses it into the air. Antennae shoot from its surface
as it floats around the room. Tventually, it hovers above the
trap door. A sinister grin sveeps across the sargent's face

as he rmoves over to the trap door and puts the chrome ball back
into his poclet. : * : '
Threepio puts his arm around Eiggs who is desperately clutchlng
the struggling thumper. All the movement ahove them stops,

and Digygs loolkis to the robot.,

TIREEPIO (quietly)
They're still up there. Stay still. IR

The silence continues, then suddznly the tran door sw1ngs
open with a lond bhang. Amber breaks” avay from Biggs, and
attacks the sargent. One of the other troopers cuts the
. thumppr in half with his lazersword. The sargent pulls Biggs
‘;@““ outt of his hiding place. DBiggs stares at the dead thumper.

) COMTINUED *
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SARGENT
Yell, well, here's one of them, anywvay.
Send seekers in all directicns. Find

the otliers!

VINE JUIIGLE RIDGL - YAVIN

The gencral sits at the head of the large stone table,
pushing small markers around. Ean explains what the
general is dning,to ten or fifteen Wookee chiefs gathered .
around the tahle. Occasionnally, Chewbacca puts in a word
of further e:planation or answvers a'quesition. Starkiller
sits back silently watching tho lJlookee warriors and listens :
to the ﬂcnpral s plan. ' T

B

GIITNPAT,

eees Eaen they pull hach to here.
vhiare the trap will he set.
acvanca. An assaulit on the perimeter is
usecless. Our only hope is to use their
wecapons against them,

That's
No=-ona must

.- e . .‘,.- T

"

The general pauses, vhile lan and Chnwbacca translate."

- T N
=ty 'PJ T.l

(to Starkiller) Lo e
Once we aquire those tanks, our rrime object
mast he to secure the starship. 1lo-one must
escare. . .

JUHGLE - YAVIN o

IPRERIAL NUTPOST - VINZ

Three officers run along a row of giant air tanks to a .~
perireter bhunker There, two stormtrooprers are watching
the jungle. 1PP the officers arrive, the troopers let them
loolk: thrOLgH the poverful,mounted electrobinoculars. One of
the troopers points out several areas in the dense jungle.

INTZRIOR - CONTROL ROOM - IJTTERIAL OUTPOST - YAVIN
A trooper sitting at an elahorate conLrol panel, turns to
an officer watchlng a monitor systen.
TROOPER )
- 3" -
‘A large concentration of trestuals at
point -2, ‘

OFFICER . - B "» '-ﬂ'é‘._‘.‘ : . .". ’,. “_

"Alert sanads cne thrcur'h six!



147.

148.

14¢%.

111.

VIIE JULIGLES - QUTPNSTY PLRINTTER - YAVII

The general stands in a small clearing surrounced by many
arried Woolkeecs calrving large shiny shields. Iian moves back
and forth, barling orders to the assembled creatures.

GiSUTIPAL (to Lan) -
e're ready. Give them the signal.:

Han motions to a voung ilcokee, who takes off, running through
tiie jungle. . e

IIPERIAL OUTPOST -~ VIIUL JWIGLE - YAVIN

Threze large air taniis slowly move toward the outpost peri-
meter., The tank pilots sit on the hatch rims of the ponderous
weapons, studying the movements of the Woolkees. The tank
personnel talk to one another on an intercom systen.

TANK PILOT

: '
There is a large concentration....red two by
C-3. Let's bLreal: then up. _ T T

A
‘e, * =

The pilets slip into the tanlis and close the hatches. The
tanks open up with a barrage of lazer bolts which create a
wall of exp1031on4. The Woolkies retreat, and the tanks follow.
The tanl crews track the feeling creatures with various elec-
tronic scopes, and laugh at the fleeing creatures.

VINE JUNGLE - OUTPOST PLRINETLR - YAVIN,

The gencral stands on a limb of a'jungle tree, watching the -
advancing tanks. Starkiller is on another branch a few feet
away. '

GEIIEPAL

They've groun sloppy fighting Woolees. The
intra-fazer systems aren't on. They're in
for a little surprise. :

€tarkiller flashes a sicnal mirror, which is received by a
Viookee near the tanks. The Woolkees arce in pairs,-and they
hold heavy stone wedges attached to woven vines; which in.
turn, are fastened high in the trees. When the tanks pass
directly under the Wookees, they let loose with the heavy
stone penduluns. The wedages flv through the air, neatly
clipping off the antcnna groupings pLOurudlng from the tops
of the air tanls.
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INTERIOR ~ AIN TANK - VIND JWIGLE - YAVIN

Several of the lights and monitors go dark on the main control
panel. The pilot flips several switches in a panic.

PILOT ., ' -

All hisgh phasing units are out. We've
lost all contact....

 SARGLNT : - T
Send out a ground signall

Suddenly, all of the monitors go white, and static fills the
crowdea tanl interior. 2An alarm signal sounds.

SADRGENT
hat is it2!!!
PILOT
All signals...sensers....everything is coming"ﬁf;ézﬁ7fa“““'

right back to us. Some kind of deflection T -*;u'lsfg
screen. It's a total blackout. : ' . a

SARGIUT
Get out there and see if you can see anything.

The pilot pushes a button and the main hatch slowly slides |, . _.
avay. . - o

BT
s BT ie
T

VIHNE JUNGE - QUTPOST PLRIIIETCR - YAVIN

lie pilot pops out of the hatch and sees two rows of Wookee
warriors holding reflecctive shields. They form a circle

that tetally encompasses the massive air tanlk. Han shouts

A signal to a group of 'lookees in another tree, and they cut .
loose a bent lirb which is attached to a noose around the

tanl's hatch. The noose instantly tiqghtens around the pilot,
and hie is plucked frem thie tanl: and suspendeé fifty feet in

the air. In an equally swift move, Starkiller drops a small

aas crenade intc the onen hatch. It explodes and engulfs the
tank in a grey nist. ' . ,
The Wonkees let out a joyful yell, and charge the tank. _
Ilan ~lls at thom to stopr, but scveral make it to the con-
rmered craft beofore the gas cloud dissipates and they are

felled by the fumes. OGtarlkiller shakes his head, then after the
the smoke clears, jups on the back of tuiie irmmobile tank.

Geveral signal mirrors £liash their ressages to Ian and the
general, ' .i

Tlaas

CONTINUED ."
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That malies four capture

CENCRAL

Lave tlem canouflaged. I'm ¢going with -
Starlillerx.

152, I’i'f.‘EP.IOI‘ - AIR-TANK - VILIL JUIGLID - YAVIN

Jool:ces are renoving the tanl crew as Starkiller checks out
the power controls. The general slicdes through the main hatch.
[} .

GECRETZL ' .
Any daﬁage? |
STAFIILLIR
She's fine...We're recady to nove.
GIZNTIRAL
Then let's go... -~ .
(jfs‘ The genefal yells for the lioolees to clear the tanks, and
fa

they scramble out of the hatcli.

- [
......

153. VILE JUICLL - OUTPOST PEINIITTER - YAVIN
The tank starts up with a loud roar, startling the many
UUnookees resting on the micshty vehicle. Chewbacca yells at

the warriors and they fall a few feet behiind the tank, their
shields forming a shiny protective wall.

“154. IIIPERIAL OUTPOCT - VIIiD JUI-?GLE - YAVIW
Several officers stand on a parked air-tank trying to get a
better view of tiic operation. A light landspeeder pulls up
next to tlie group, and a general gets out. The officers snap
to attentiom.
GEHERAL
Can you see anything?
OFTFICER
Mo sir,'but they've stopped firinyg.

LID

Communications still can't reach them, Sir.

) ‘ - CONTINUED
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llobody seems to know what's going on.

OIFICLCR
I'm sure tlhey've got them on the run, Sir.

I lazerbolt f£lashes out of the jungle and knocks out a guard
touer alout a ¢uarter of a mile from where the men are standing.
Scconds later, the air-tanl: on which they are standing explodes.
into a million pieces. Out of the jungle, rumbles the captured

- air-tank, driven by otarkll;er and followed by a column of
liookee warriors.

Alarnms sound, troops rush from the low block houses, and a
hattle rages inside the cutpost. Wookees with spears, axes,
an¢ arrows, manage to hold their own against the lazer weapons
of tiic stermtroopers. Ixplosions erupt cverywhere, as the
Vlookees begin to use captured lazerrifles. They are much
fiercer fighters than tlhie soft Imperial troops.

155, INTEZRIOR - AIR-TANK - QUTPOST - YAVIi

Starkiller works the controls of the air-tank as the general
watches the monitors, and works the lazerguns.

;; - GTILPAL

Swing left. They're trying to cut us off.

156. TARSIIIP RUITVAY - INMPERIAL OUTPOST - YAYIN
Starkiller maneuvers the air-tank in front of a line of ten
starships, cutting off a platoon of stormtroopers. The troops
open fire on the tank, but.are cut down by a group of Wookees -

_ who have moved in behind them. Illan and Artwo run up to the

Vo tank as Starkiller and the general climb out of the hatch.

IIAL
z We've takcn the main control center. All

.povver units liave bLeen shut down. They're
helpless,

LOF T

STARKILLCN

lave they found Leia?

v ——

AL
{_ They've taken her back to Aquilaec. The
rA ship left not rmore than ten liours ago.
e/ o

. ’ CONTINUED



410,
GLIIEIAL (to Ilan)

Set up a perimeter around these starships...Use
as many men as you need,

STAFF OFFICE - IMPERIAL OUTPOST - YAVIN

Starkiller and the general sit at a large table in the deserted
office of the Imperial Chief of Staff. The room is in a state of
disarray; papers are scattered everywhere. Artwo stands on a

chair, projecting an image of the "death star"” fortress orbiting
Aquilae, on the table top.

ARTWO

«++.And are connected to the central system
by a series of crossing networks 51m11ar to
section TB4 or F687.

The projection switches to a close-up view of the transformer.

The general studies it carefully, then leans back in his chalr.
Artwo turns off the projector.

GENERAL

i

B IR R AR

I'm not going to stop you, but I think it's a =7 SmTL
| reckless move. Even if you could get in, you'd - '
-

(ﬁi never be able to get out... Just be patient.
e We now have enough ships to attack in force.
| G N STARKILLER

AN

But no pilots... ' ' : -
Han and Chewbacca enter the office. ' : ‘ ' f5‘~A5. -
HAN

, Still no contact with Owen Lars or the kids...
. . I'm afrald something's happened.

GENERAL

Have Chewbacca send two of his best warriors
out there to get them,

' Han relates this to Chewbaceca. The general turns back to Star-
' killer, who watches Chewbacca leave the room.

STARKILLER (mocking)

They're fierce warriors, but you'll never
teach them to fly.

The general gives him a stern look.

‘ . ' : CONTINUED
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GENERAL

They'll fly, and Aquilae will be free.

STARKILLER
- May the force of others be with you.
The general embraces the young Jedi.
GENERAL
Bring her back safely.
158. OUTPOST RUﬁWAY - STARSHIP - YAVIN

Starkiller, dressed as an Imperial skyraider, and Artwo climb
aboard one of the giant four-man starships. A crowd of Wookees,
lead by Chewbacca, give a rousing cheer for the departing Jedi.
Starkiller breaks into a smile and waves to the joyous warriors.
The general watches the proceedings from a bunker turret. He is
lost in thought, j -

159, SPACE FORTRESS -~ AQUILAE . C -

Three Imperial space transports dock inside the huge artificial
(ru. moon. Two smaller convoy starships circle the larger craft
e until the three ships are safely inside the vast fortress.

160, CONFERENCE ROOM - INTERIOR SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

General Vader of the Imperial Space Fleet, hurries down a“*hall-

way, followed by a group of officers. They enter the large
conference room where Leia is held under heavy squad. She =

ﬁppears well, but saddened. Vader approaches her and bows before
er.

VADER

I pray you have been treated honorably? I
am your servant, Darth Vader. It won't be
long before we will be able to return you
to your people. (to an aide) Are the
chambers ready?

AIDE
They are working on it, Sir.

Leia stares defiantly at him. She starts to speak,-but a power-
fu} electric shock engulfs her body, and she whines in extreme

N o
NS
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VADER

Just relax, and everything will be fine.
(to guards) Take her to section twenty-
five.,

Leia is forcibly taken from the room. .
VADER (to officer)

What time do the doctors from Alderaan
arrive?

OFFICER
Sixty-five hours, Sir.
VADER

Put all security stations on alert until
they arrive.

The officer salutes smartly, and exits.
161, IMPERIAL OUTPOST - VINE JUNGLE - YAVIN : Lo e

" A huge air tank rumbles along the approach to the Imperial out-
(@R“ post. The pilot sits on the main hatch of the tank, talklng uo
(A his crew, by headphones.

. PILOT

Any contact yet?... It appears deserted...
I don't like it. - T

The tank enters the outpost perlmeter and smoking rubble from
the recent battle comes into view. The pilot becomes alarmed.

PILOT
There has been an attack! Reverse direction.

The tank comes to a grinding halt, but before it can start up -
again, it is surrounded by the Wookee :army From out of no-where
A Wookee is on the back of the air-tank and has the pilot in a
powerful armlock.

A Wookee chieftan rushes from a bunker, followed by an excited,
jabbering warrlor. They reach the captured air-tank just as the
last crewman is hauled out, and little Biggs pokes his head out
of the hatch. Ille is frightened. His younger brother, Windy,
follows him out of the tank. Below them, the Wookees bully the
captured crewmen.

CONTINUED
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-WINDY
What will they do to us?

BIGGS

I don't know, but it don't look good.
Threepio pulls himself out of the air-tank, followed by Owen
Lars and his wife. The Wookee chieftan climbs on board, and
starts to jabber at the group. The Wookee carries on for some
time, gesturing wildly, and continually pointing at the sky.
The two boys are too scared to say anything. Finally, the
Wookee kneels before them. Threepio politely returns a short 4
bow. :

BIGGS
I don't .get it.

The Wookee rises and again gestures skyward, just the a star-

ship wildly buzzes the field, upsxdedown. All the Wookees run
for cover.. The chief Wookee points to the crafts, and jabbers
incessently. . C e

162, INTERIOR - IMPERIAL STARSHIP - SKY OVER YAVIN

(: Chewbacca sits at the controls of a four-man starship. His
éﬁ“ face is a twisted combination of complete panic and an awesome
religious experience. The general, sitting next to him, calmly

N switches a few buttons on the control panel, as Han watches
from the seat directly behind the Wookee.
- . : GENERAL i
You'll get the hang of it.
- Han also gives the Wockee a few words of encouragement. '
GENERAL
Now, let's see if we can get into orbit...
Push this, then ease her up.
Chewbacca follows the instructions, but pulls back on the lever
- too fast and the ship begins to vibrate and bounce violently.
Chewbaceca thinks it's funny, and begins to laugh hysterlcally.
Han becomes nervous and upset.
GENERAL
Not so fast - Back off! Back off!
ff@m . ' . CONTINUED
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Han yells at the Wookee, who can't respond because he is laughing
so hard. The general pulls back on the lever. Han shakes his
head, and gives the general a worried look.
GENERAL
Don't worry. Ignorance is on their side. .

Han is beginning to look a little sick. He gets up and rushes to
the back of the ship.

IMPERIAL SPACE FORTRESS - DOCKING AREA - AQUILAE » -
The canopy on the starship pops open, and Artwo and the young Jedi,
disguised as a starraider, climb out onto the docking platform.

An officer and two groundcrew approach him and salute., Starkiller
hands him his papers.

STARKILLER

I'm here to check the ventports in the rim, .
tracks. _ ; '
OFFICER

Your ship is from Yavin... We've lost all
contact with them. What's going on out
there?

STARKILLER

There is a fierce inversion just east of Bull
Pup station... It's really a mess out there. _

The officer smiles and the ground crew starts to check out the
starship. Starkiller heads for the main docking exit, followed K
by Artwo. He remembers something as he passes the control station, " -
and calls out to the officer. -
STARKILLER
Do you mind if I use your com=link?
OFFICER
No. Go ahead.

Starkiller walks into the small control area and pretends to talk
on an intercom system.,

STARKILLER (to Artwo)

Find the highest security area.

Artwo punches his claw arm into a computer socket, and the brain

comes to life, feeding information to the little robot.

CONMTAITTEN
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Starkiller watches the officer as he directs the crewmen in the
securing of the starship. Artwo removes his arm from the com-
putor, and the duvuo leave the control station.

ARTWO

Station 325 is the highest security area
on board. It's a detention area.

They disappeaf into a chamber lock hallway.
164. ELEVATOR TUBE - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Starkiller, trying to look inconspicuous, waits for a horizontal
elevator. Troops and fortress personnel come and go, but no-one
seems to pay any attention to the pair. Finally, a small car
arrives, and Starkiller follows Artwo into the podlike vehicle,
and it takes off through a vacuum tunnel. :

165, DETENTION AREA - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Starkiller and Artwo enter a security station. . Guards and elec-
tronic cutters are everywhere. An officer approaches Starkiller,
and checks his papers.

OFFICER

The B-23 can't enter this section.

STARKILLER

But I need him,

OFFICER

Sorry. No mechanical personnel. It's res-
tricted,

Starkiller watches helplessly, as Artwo is led into a waltlng
area.

OFFICER

You may proceed, but you'll have to be
escorted, .

A trooper joins Starkiller and leads him through a series of .
hallways. Starkiller carefully surveys the area as he follows '
the guard. o

TROOPER
Mathusians just beat the PDR's again. They

should be in another league. Do you follow
the ecometrics?

‘ CONTINUED
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The guard turns to discover that Starkiller has disappeared. He
is stunned, then manages to pull out a small ring radiao.

TROOPER
Code six - Alert. )

STARSHIP RUNWAY - IMPERIAL OUTPOST - YAVIN

Six Wookees sit before Han and the general, listening to Han explain
something about space fighting. Owen Lars approaches the general.

LARS
We've made contact with the underground on
Aguilae. Things are tighter. They can only
get one man out. Datos is on his way.

GENERAL.

We should be ready by the time he arrives.

. Han turns to the general.

HAN
They're ready to go up.

The general makes a short statement to the Wookees in their own
language. They let out a loud cheer, and run for the row of

. starships.

STARSHIP - SPACE - YAVIN R

The general sits next to Chewbacca, as he leads two other Wookee
piloted starships in a tight formation. They head for a small
cluster of asteroids orbiting near the planet's surface. The
general quietly gives Chewbacca some reassuring instructions. Han
leads a second formation of three ships, following Chewbacca's
group. The two formations of starships make an attack run on the
asteroids. The general watches as Chewbacca lines up and fires
at an asteroid blowing it into a million pieces. The general
smiles, and slaps Chewbacca on the back. The Wookees excitedly
chatter among themselves over the intercom system.

DETENTION AREA HALLWAYS = SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

A patrol of ten men'marches through one '‘of the long hallways in
the detention area. They stop at an lntersectlon. The officer
in charge reports on the intercom.

OFFICER

Ben Five to Moma. All clear.

CONTINUED
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The troops relax, some stand in groups, others wander a distance
away, poking into the varlous small alleyways running off the main
hallway. One trooper notices a small reflected light in one of

the narrow corridors, and carefully moves down the dark passage-
way to check it out., Out of no-where, a fist knocks the trooper
unconscious and drags him into a small alcove.

The officer finishes his report on the intercom and yells for the
troops to fall-in. Men scurry in aIl directions and out of a narrow
corridor emerges Starkiller, dressed in the uniform of an Imperial
startrooper. - He joins the platoon, and they march away.

GENERAL'S QUARTERS - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

General Vader and several officers watch the progress of the search
on TV monitors. The general speaks into an intercom.

VADER
Have them clear the area. Bring in the seekers.

On the monitors, the troops are assembles in the main entry-way
and several small chrome balls are thrown into the hallway. Small
antennae pop from the chrome surface, and the small balls float
down the hallways. Valorum, once a proud Knight'of the Sith, -
enters wearing the uniform of a stormtrooper. He snaps to atten-
tion before the general, and hands hlm a report. Vader gives
Valorum a sly grin. '

-’

VALORUM ' Sh

Contact has been lost with the ship carrying
the doctors from Alderaan. The princess'
. treatment will have to be delayed.

VADER
We've just traﬁped your old friend Starkiller.
Watch us accomplish what you found to be
impossible.

Valorum is humiliated, but stays at attention. Valorum geés an
emergency call on the intercom,

VADER
Yes...¥Yes... Put it on thé view screen.

One of the TV monitors switches to an image of the unconscious
trooper Starkiller stripped.

)

VADER

Get me the Captain of the Guard.

1

'll'
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DETENTION AREA - MAIN ENTRY - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Three squads of troops including Starkiller, stand at attention
in the main entrance to the detention center, while the Captain
of the Guard gets new orders over his headphones. Starkiller
studies the situation carefully, looking for a way out of his
predicament. * The Captain of the Guard calls up the platoon
sargents and gives them a series of orders. They return to
their squads and begin to inspect the troops. Starkiller begins
to get worried.

The sargent works his way down the line until he gets to the .,
trooper next to Starkiller. EHe sees no chance of escape, but
surprise. Suddenly, he bolts from the ranks and races down the
hallway.

CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD
Squad leaders!

Ten troopers break out of the ranks and take up the chase. Star-
killer runs down a corridor and rounds a corner,'reaching a dead
end. The troops round the corner and confront the trapped Jedi.
The sound of igniting lazerswords £ills the hallway. Starkiller
takes a defensive stance, his huge lazersword buzzing loudly.

The troops attack. They fight with skill and bravery, but are
eventually all cut down by the invincible Jedi warrior.

Starkiller breaks away from the troops and runs down a long
hallway. A safety door slides shut, closing off his escape. He
turns around in time to see another door seal off the opposite
end of the hallway. Before he can make any attempt to pry open
the door, gas £fills the sealed corrldor. Starkiller collapses .
in a heap on the floor.

GENERAL'S QUARTERS - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE"

Véder'laughs as he watches the unconscious Starkiller on the TV
monitors. All of the other officers in the room are laughing
and joking, except Valorum who remains grimly at attention.

GENERAL (to Valorum)
Take him to the special section.
Valorum salutes, an§ exits the offices. Vader laughs again..
STARSHIP RUNWAY -~ IMPERIAL OUTPOST - YAVIN

Nine gleaming starshlps sit in a row along the edge of the vast
jungle runway. Bizarre and colorful Wookee designs have been
painted across the large deflector fins of the spacecraft. Some
designs transform the shlps into huge and grotesque animals,
while others create unique mosaic patterns. The four-man Wookee
crews stand proudly at attention in front of their ships. The
general, along with Han and the underground leader, Datos,
review the assembled Wookees.

CONTINUED
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In one of the Wookee crews, a pilot is picking fleas off the back
of his tail gunner. When the general passes, he snaps to atten-

tion. There is a gleam in the general's eye as he shows off his

strike force to the crusty old underground leader. When they've

inspected the last starship, Datos turns to the general.

DATOS

I'm speechless. It's amazing. A most
impressive display. For the first time
since the take-over, I feel real hope.

GENERAL
Will your people be ready?
DATOS

Our forces have already started sabotaging
their com-link set ups. A refugee camp on
MANANYO has been conducting raids on shipping
from Alderaan. That's how we intercepted
those doctors...

GENERAL (to Han)

- @ Get them in the ships... We're on our way.
(% {(to Datos) Send the code signal.

173. DETENTION CELL - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

General Vader and Valorum watch as a medic-‘revives Starkiller,
who has been strapped to an upright slab, protected by cutter- . . ..
rays. B ' :

MEDIC
He's coming ' round

The medic backs away, and throws the switch which activates the
cutters. A blue glow surrounds Starkiller as he wakes up and
sees Vader and Valorum,

VADER

For all the myths and the trouble, you don't
seem like much...

He laughs and leaves Valorum alcone in the room with the young
Jedi. Valorum appears sad and frustrated at the capture of the
noble warrior. They stare at one another for a few moments.

VALORUM

| ~ You were insane to come here. The security on
) this... this thing is impossible. Why?....For
' her? I can't believe your loyalty is that I

AANTMTATITON
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VALORUM (Cont.)

strong. You're a great warrior... but you're
a greater fool. This is a place for androids,
no codes, no honor. Our ways are useless here.
Why couldn't you have stayed away?

He storms out of the cell. Starkiller struggles to free himself.

174, SLUM DWELLING - CORDON SPACEPORT - AQUILAE

The young partisan,.Occo, listens to a small transmitter in a
secret closet behind the main room in a slum dwelling. He
jumps up and runs into the main room, where Quist and several
other men are sitting around a table covered with maps and
plans. :

oCcco
It's Datos. We've.got the go ahead.

Everycne cheers and starts hugging and slapping each other on
the back. Finally, they settle down.

QUIST
g" | Go to your organizations. (to Occo)
Ql" What's. the code time?

OCcCo
Zero three thirty...
QUIST
May the force of others be with you.
The men solomnly shake hands and leave the room.
175. GOVERNOR'S OFFICE - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE
Starkiller stands on a small plaﬁform before Governor Hoedaack
and the High Consul. His hands are held behind his back by
electric bonds, . _
GOVERNOR
esee And I'm sure the emperor will enjoy
your execution. I only regret I won't be
there myself. This should end the Jedi
myth once and for all, Take him to Alderaan.
Valorum steps forward with a squad of stormtroopers and escorts |

tbe prisoner away. Vader and the governor seem very pleased
with themselves. Valorum looks back in disgust.

.



126.

CONTROL CENTER - SPACE I'ORTRESS =~ AQUILAE

In the large central control room, two officers sit above a row
of monitors and giant read-outs.

FIRST OFFICER

Look! That whole sector just went dead.
We're losing contact with the surface.
Use the IF link and find out what's going
on.

177. DOCKING AREA - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Valorum halts the squad guarding Starkiller on an observation -
deck overlooking a starship docking port. Valorum reports to the
officer in charge.

VALORUM
Where is the ship? . : .
OFFICER

It's on its way in. It will just be a =~ iro CHTTOATAE
few minutes. ' X S o

ng? Valorum returns to his squad and watches the large starship
N slowly move into the docking area. He glances at Starkiller, who
stands defiant, ready to meet.his fate. | : R

Valorum continues to study Starkiller. The young Jedi returns

his gaze. Slowly, the spacecraft locks onto the docking port.

with a loud jolt. The troops snap to attention, but Valorum

grabs two lazerswords and in one swift move, switches off

Starkiller's bonds and tosses him one of the lazerswords.

Starkiller assumes a defensive stance, as the troops realize
b what has happened and draw their swords. ’

VALORUM
This way!
The two warriors fight their way through a side exit. The door
| slides closed behind them, and Valorum throws the lock, trapping-
the troops on the observation platform. They race down the .hall=-
way and stop at an intersection.
VALORUM

This way! We can get a starship and be out of
here before they've discovered...

CONTINUED
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STARKILLER

I'm not leaving without the princess.

VALORUM
It's 1mp0551b1e~ there are traps every-
where... You're mad!

Stafkiller just grins and runs down the passageway leading to
the detention area. Valorum rushes and catches up. An alarm
signal wails through the hallways. '

178. WOOKEE STARSHIPS - SPACE

The general leads three squads,of three starships each toward
the glowing planet of Aqullae.

GENERAL
There she is. Activate your deflection shields. - o

179. DETENTION AREA - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

PR AT S D S

Valorum talks with the Captain of the Guard. He gestures wlldly,
gﬁ“ like something important had happened. Four troops run into the
G: central detention area leading the bound Princess Leia. The
“.. . -Captain of the Guard salutes Valorum, and the Sith knight, fol-
lowed by the four troops and Leia, leave the main area.

180. DETENTION HALLWAY - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Starkiller appears boldly at the: end of the hallway,faclng o ST
Valorum and the troops. W -

VALORUM
Get him!
The troops rush for Starkiller, swords drawn. They are no match
for the skilled Jedi. He makes short work of them, as Valorum
frees the princess. The trio then run into another hallway. The
princess embraces Starkiller.
VALORUM

We only have a few seconds before they find us.
All of these hallways are sealable...

Starkiller spots a small garbage chute on the corrldor wall. He
goes and looks into it. ‘ S

STARKILLER

Is this pressurized?

\ LONITMTRRTITE™
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Valorum nods yes, and they lift the princess into the chute and
quickly follow, ‘.

GARBAGE CHUTE - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

The trio slides through a series of chutes, until they end up in
a large room full of garbage., Starkiller spots a doorway and
struggles to get it open. -

VALORUM -

They're power sealed...We'll have to find
another way, or some way to shut the power .
Off... . ’ ’ " 4

They search the smooth-walled room for another exit.
182. GOVERNOR'S QUARTERS - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Governor Hoedaack watches General Vader as he supervises the hunt
for Starkiller and Valorum. They watch troops move through the
detention area via TV monitors. Seekers buzz through the hall-
ways. The general gets a report from an officer on another
monitor.

\ : . OFFICER
We've lost contact with the surface. There

is a good probability of an uprising. Even
the IF links are out.

GENERAL

‘Use a substandard relay and put all units on ~
alert. _

The officer disappears from the monitor and is replaced with the
Captain of the Guard.

(. CAPTAIN
All sections D through P-12 are clear. We
have reason to suspect they escaped through
the disposal system. We are checking....
(he is interrupted by an excited trooper
‘who tells him something)....We've found them
in Recept acle B-29, You should....

A red light flashes on one of the other monitors. -
; GENERAL

Hold on...

CONTINUED
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A controller appears on the second monitor.
CONTROLLER

Starships approaching, three squads.
Imperial design, but no clearance...

GENERAL -
Full alert. Battle stations....
The general turns back to the Captaiﬂ of the Guards.
CAPTAIN
You should have them on your screen.
Alarms sound throughout the fortress. Lights flash a warning.
GARBAGE RECEP?ICAL - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE ‘

A floodlight switches on, revealing Valorum and Starkiller attempt-
ing to cut open the door. The princess stands up and stares into
the floodlight. Vader's voice comes over an intercom.

VADER

I'm afraid I have no more time to deal
with you. A senseless and futile attack
by your friends has forced me to take a
rather unpleasant course of action. Your
execution will have to be expedited.

The intercom clicks off, and a loud rumbling begins to shake the
room. With a loud shriek, the princess points to the far wall;

which starts to move toward the trio. The situation looks des-

perate.

SPACE - WOOKEE STARSHIPS - AQUILAE

Lazerfire from the space fortress creates a wall of death, which
the three squadron of ‘Wookee starships miraculously emerge through
undamaged. The general barks orders to the woockee craft, and
Chewbacca and his squadron break off and start an attack dive.
Lazer fire from Chewbacca's brightly colored ship hits one of the
prime power terminals on the fortress surface. It explodes,
creating weird electric arcs, as it goes.

Han and the general also concentrate fire on the distinctive black
power terminals. Two more are destroyed in an arcing spectacle.
A chain reaction is set off, creating a series of explosions

leaping across the surface of the fortress from power terminal to
power terminal,
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GARBAGE RECEPTACLE - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

The shock of the explosion can be felt over the rumbling of the
trash masher. The wall has moved within a few yards of squashing
Valorum, Starkiller, and the princess. They are still frantically -
trying to somehow stop the relentless wall, to no avail. The
lights blink off, then on again, and the moving wall rumbles to
a halt., Leia breathes a sigh of relief.

STARKILLER

They must have knocked the power out. e im
Valorum runs over to the door, and kicks it open. They rush o
out of the would-be death trap. - -

SPACE - WOOKEE STARSHIPS - AQUILAE

One of the Wookee starships is caught in a crossfire and dis-
appears in a cloud of smoke. Another ship for some unknown
reason dives headlong Lnto the surface of the fortress, creating
a huge explosion., . !

MAIN HALLWAY - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE .

étarkiller, Valorum,, and the prinéess are thrown to a hallway
floor by the explosion. They get up and start down the hallway
again. A voice calls out from a connecting corridor.

ARTWO | . SRR

Hey! Over here.
The trio turns and sees little Artwo standing at the other end of - f*'
the corridor. He waves his claw arm at them, and wobbles toward .. “:*
them, : . A )

ARTWO T

The power core has exceeded the normal
stress quotient by point eight. The
magnetic fusion pods have evaporated.
There appears to be an immediate danger.

VALORUM

There is a lifepod station at the other E -
end of this sector... Hurry. N C

The group, followed by Artwo, make a dash for the lifepod, but are
knocked to the ground by another explosion, which rocks the hallway.

A hole is ripped in one wall, sucking debris into space. Every- LA
one holds on to wall fictures for dear life. ’
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187, GOVERNOR'S QUARTERS - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

@ﬁm' Aides and officers rush through the office, as Vader tries to

\ keep things under control. Governor Hoedaack remains calm,
watching the progress of the battle. Vader turns to the gover-
nor.

VADER
They've pinpointed every terminal. It's
impossible. What are they? Where did they
come from? An electromagnetic transfer
has started....There's no stopping it...
GOVE.RNOR
Continue the fight...
VADER
We've already lost control of the planet,
We must abandon ship while there is still
time...Conditions are much ‘worse than...

GOVERNOR

Continue the fight...This fortress is
invincible. I will not give up.

A giant explosion sweeps through the office.

188, SPACE - WOOKEE STARSHIPS

The tiny starships race the chain reaction explosions across
the surface of the fortress. Lazerfire is everywhere. One of
the starships skimming across the surface, lags behind and is
caught in an explosion and disappears.

GENERAL

Han! Get everyone out of there. The
whole thing's going to go....Return to
Gordon... Get them out,

Han relays the order to the Wookeés, and the starships pull away
from the crippled fortress.

189. MAIN HALLWAY - ‘SPACE FORTRESS -. AQUILAE

The group has made its way past the hole in the wall and is
climbing into the lifepods. Starkiller helps the princess into
one, while Valorum and Artwo get into the other. Warning sirens
scream throughout the hallways. Three troops run toward the
lifepods, firing lazerpistols. Valorum returns the fire, stopping

: \ . CONTINUED
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the oncoming troops. Hatches are closed, and the lifepods eject
into space.

LIFEPODS - SPACE - YAVIN ORBIT

The two lifepods drift toward the calm of the planet's surface.
Starkiller and the princess embrace, and he kisses her tenderly.
They watch the ominous fortress grow smaller and smaller as they
drift away. Suddenly, a great flash replaces .the fortress and
rubble streaks past the lifepods. Several giant explosions follow,
then there is only a smoke cloud where the mighty fortress once
orbited Aquilae,

THRONE ROOM - PALACE OF LI&E - AQUILAE

Queen Leia, in all her grandeur, sits on the magnificent throne

of Aquilae. Starkiller and the general stand to her right. N
Several old advisors stand to her left. Han presents Chewbacca

and ‘a delegation of Wookees with a treaty, gifts and a medal

of honor. They bow and exit. Han moves to one side of the crowded
court, Valorum stands next to him.” They watch as the two robots,
Artwo and Threepio,approach the queen, and bow, !

QUEEN

Your service to Aquilae is greatly appreciated.
You are designated class A-4, and will serve
Annikin Starkiller, the new Lord Protector of
Aquilae. Rise! '

The robots rise and exit through the long entrance hall to the

throne. The queen turns and smiles at Starkiller and the general,
The general and Starkiller salute their new queen.

FADE OUT

END CREDITS
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