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| RANSLATOR'S INTRODUCTION

2 VNSSS) o

he matter of the Bible and other Holy Scripture
containing alchemical secrets is nothing new to
alchemists. Biblical texts such as the Book of Genesis
and the Book of Revelation are well-known for
containing profound secrets of the Royal Art by way of allegory;
weerets of not only alchemy as a whole but also more specifically of
the Magnum Opus—the confection of the Philosopher’s Stone.

The question everybody is wondering, however, is whether these
tcachings of the Science of Hermes were there by design or by
“coincidence”.

Any occultist or esotericist will say that there is no such thing
as coincidence or chance so naturally the literal meaning of
coincidence is not what is being implied here, if these alchemical
allegories found hidden in biblical texts were not placed there
intentionally. It is rather the question of whether these simply
happen to coincide with alchemical teachings due to the fact that
they deal with the same subjects, namely those of creation, life
and evolution. The spiritual origin of the physical is an important
concept in many religious teachings and this is, coincidentally, the
very foundation of alchemical theory & philosophy. That the entire
physical plane of existence and everything therein has its origin
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in an etheric, or beyond-physical existence is considered Law in
esoteric teachings and it is the very base upon which alchemical
practice is built. If everything in the Cosmos, in all of existence,
has this same energetic or spiritual origin, then everything material
is but a crystallization of that original energy and thus there is far
more to physical matter than the solid body observed with the
naked eye, so to speak. It is this spiritual-physical nature of matter
that the esoteric science of alchemy deals with and thus the view
it has on the origin of all, its creation and thereby also its material
constitution, is very much in sync with what Christianity teaches
on similar subjects.

The Creation of the Cosmos at the hands of God, in theological
terms, or some inexplicable Divine force that lies at the origin of
all that ever was and ever will be; the life and soul of man; the
spiritual nature of life; these are all topics that Christianity and
alchemy share and these similar “interests” could very well explain
how one is capable of finding a variety of clearly alchemical
teachings within numerous passages of specific texts in the Bible.
Obviously, the Royal Art being a science, it tends to be far more
detailed and mechanical in its explanations of these subjects
touched upon by religious doctrine. But nevertheless, the basis
of such complicated teachings of alchemical theory, philosophy,
mechanics and practice is still there in biblical scripture.

There will always be individuals who are of the belief that
anything can be read into whatever one chooses, provided one
merely looks hard enough, and that the finding of alchemical
teachings in religious texts is no different. Now, while I do not
in any way dispute the ability to find specific symbols, shapes
or numbers in almost anything if you simply project ideas into
things around you, there is a vast difference between something
so simple in nature as finding the number 12, for instance, in a
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vanicty of places by attempting to turn everything around to fit
that target, and then something as elaborate as various mechanical,
wientific details being found based in multiple phrases and even
cntire paragraphs in apparently unassociated literature. And
this is exactly what we are dealing with regarding the mystery of
alchemical teachings found in biblical texts, because this is far too
detailed a matter to be nothing more than one’s own projections.
Now that we have established the very likely possibility of a
conncction between Sacred Scripture and alchemical teachings
duc to the similarity of subjects dealt with, what do we make of
the overly detailed allegories that have too much in the way of
intimate connection between religious doctrine and alchemical
principles? When everything is far too specific for it to simply be
“accidental” allegories via similar views, what exactly is that, then?
While the various examples we reviewed above makes the
connection between the Bible and teachings of the Royal Art very
possible without it necessarily indicating that alchemists took part
in the writing of Holy Scripture, the latter is, however, not at all as
unlikely as some might think. Due to how far back the Hermetic
Sciences stretch and the involvement with and influence they have
had on people and society, and the Divine nature of the occult
sciences combined with the religious attitudes of occultists,
csotericists and mystics of the past, the idea that alchemists were
among the authors of biblical texts is very possible, indeed. And
the thought of some of them perhaps wishing to impart a bit of
the Science of God into their religious writings because of the
very same thing we have just looked into—the similar aspects of
alchemy and religion—is, in my humble opinion (as well as those
of several other Brother alchemists) not far-fetched in any way.
The belief that every bit of alchemical material within biblical
passages was placed there intentionally is, to me, going a bit too
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far, however, and I find this less plausible. In my personal view, it is
very likely a combination of both. Exactly how and to what extent
is dificult to say and we may never truly know. But there are too
many instances that point toward something clearly being merely
similarities of topic and thus explaining the possible analogies,
and something being far too detailed to 7oz having been placed
there intentionally by someone who £zew. This entire matter was
also visited by Fulcanelli in his famous treatises, dealing with the
alchemical symbolism hidden in religious and gothic architecture;
and the beautiful video series, Le Voyage Alchimique, directed by
Georges Combe,' likewise took the viewer into the Royal Art
largely by way of symbolism found in structures such as Chartres
Cathedral, Mont Saint-Michel and Notre Dame de Paris.

When studying works such as these, one cannot help but
wonder exactly how much of all the alchemical allegory found
therein—in the form of symbols, figures and the display of scenery
which all appear to have nothing to do with Christianity in any
way—was actually put there intentionally. As mentioned eatlier,
there are far too many examples of everything clearly being too
misplaced in its religious context for it to not have its origin in
hermetic knowledge. Now, whether an alchemist working on
projects of architecture placed alchemical symbolism therein for
purposes of hiding secrets for all to see but only the Initiated to
understand, or it being present simply because of the universal
and spiritual nature of the Royal Art and thus the symbolism
thereof being just as fitting in representing religious elements, this
is something that is hard to say. However it does not change the
one indisputable fact: they are there!

1 Le Voyage Alchimique (The Alchemical Voyage), featuring French alchemist
Patrick Burensteinas; directed by Georges Combe and released by PGA Films.

Visit www.voyage-alchimique.com for more information.
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ROGER CARO

Regardless of the state and policies of Rosicrucian Orders today
i terms of rcligious connection, Rosicrucianism was originally a
tradition of western esotericism and mysticism with a Christian
background. While Orders such as Antiquus Mysticusque Ordo
Rose Crucis (AMORC) today have chosen to steer away from
religious associations and travel a Path of universality, the French
Rosicrucian Order of the Fréres Ainés de la Rose+Croix” retained
1 Christian foundation and as such, alchemical teachings found in
hiblical texts and other Christian elements has a firm place in the
ofhicial papers of the Fraternity, as one will see in the present work.

Allegories in Holy Scripture is far from the only thing through
which the Order conveys its Cinnabar Path—the particular Path
to the confection of the Philosopher’s Stone studied & practiced
by the EA.R.+C. It obviously also wrote its own treatises based
on the Adepts’ understanding and practical experience as well as
lollowed the teachings of the classical treatises. The knowledge
we have today of alchemical theory, philosophy, mechanics and
practice is primarily derived from the writings of old written by
Masters such as Geber, George Ripley, Nicolas Flamel, Paracelsus,
Basil Valentine, Eirenaeus Philalethes and others. The work we as
alchemists conduct today is still the same as that of our ancestors
and so their treatises are still as relevant here in the 21st century
as they were back in their time. It is therefore only natural that we
repeatedly refer to the old texts in our studies and our practice and
in this regard the FA.R.+C. was no different. Thus we have papers
in the present publication that deal with alchemical theory of
Creation and how this relates to the confection of the Philosopher’s
Stone, as well as treatises such as Roger Caro’s Explanation of the

I'nigma of the Turba Philosophorum. In the Order’s Third Key,

) Elder Brothers (Brethren) of the Rose+Cross.



the publication entitled Concordances Alchimiques,’ one finds
500+ quotations from various alchemical treatises that are cited
in reference to the Great Work as a whole, but especially with
relation to its execution through the Way of Cinnabar. However,
in order not to get too side-tracked, more details on this is better
left for an introduction to that particular work.

While Kamala-Jnana’s Dictionary of Alchemical Philosophy
was the First of the so-called Three Keys within the EA.R.+C.
publications on the Magnum Opus, and this was one complete
text by itself, the present Alchemical Pleiade is a compilation of
treatises written by the Adepts of the Alchemical Temple of
Ajunta and the Grandmaster of the Order—ofhcial papers that
were, like Kamala-Jnana’s dictionary, required reading for Initiates
as part of their alchemical study & practice curriculum. It was
another work compiled by the last Grandmaster of the Elder
Brothers of the Rose+Cross with the blessings of the Order in the
spirit of sharing these teachings with fellow alchemists outside of
the Fraternity. Within the various texts it contains, one finds—
as in the dictionary—the entire theory, philosophy, mechanics
and practice of the Via Cinnabaris, but in the form of allegories,
poetry, quotations from various older sources and tales that
unveil secrets by way of the story being told. It is a companion-
text to the Dictionary of Alchemical Philosophy by elaborating
on certain things covered more generally in the latter, yet while
stimultaneously mentioning things in passing that are then further
claborated upon in the dictionary. One thus supports the other.

I would like to continue for a moment on the subject of the
Three Keys and the accompanying pictorial work by Roger Caro

3 Roger Caro, Concordances Alchimiques, 1968. At present, my English
translation thereof, entitled Alchemical Concordances, is moving toward
completion and will be released by Lapis Publications in the near future.
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w1 hind this to be important for the alchemist wishing to study
! practice this Path by means of its original teachings. There are
wine sources that refer to the FA.R.+C. publications, Dictionary
of Alchemical Philosophy, Alchemical Pleiade and Alchemical
( mcordances, as the literary Three Keys due to these being the
wimmary of most of the main writings of the Order on the Way
ol Cinnabar. Kamala-Jnana’s dictionary was not merely the first to
be released as a published work, but is also one of the sources, time
and again cited in the other writings of the Fraternity. Later papers
rcpeatedly give references to this treatise, and the background
story thereof, as given in the introduction to said title, gives clear
idication to the treatises of Kamala-Jnana as being among the
original texts on this particular Path—from whatever source they
may have originally sprung when he encountered them.

The second work to be published by the Elder Brothers
of the Rose+Cross was Alchemical Pleiade, in 1967, and this
was followed the year after with Alchemical Concordances, the
aforementioned work of which the main section consists of 500+
quotations from numerous alchemical writings, old and “new”.
Among these citations, we also find paragraphs from Alchemical
Pleiade, this clearly showing the importance of the treatises herein
for the study & practice of the Cinnabar Path.

While the above three titles constitute the so-called Three
Keys, a fourth pivotal work was released in the same year as
the Alchemical Concordances, namely The Entire Great Work
Photographed;* and although this particular publication is not
part of the Keys proper, it is still of equal importance as it was
made to be a visual guide to everything spoken of but not shown

4 Roger Caro, The Entire Great Work Photographed; another translation of
mine published by Lapis Publications. Please see the bibliography for further
details.
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in the other treatises. It consisted of 43 color photographs of the
Great Work taken by Kamala-Jnana during one of the occasions
on which he had carried out the Wet Way thereof, everything later
having been organized and commented upon by Roger Caro. The
detailed depiction of the various main stages of the Work not only
provided the reader with a very effective roadmap, but also lit a
fire of inspiration in fellow alchemists by showing the reality of
the Magnum Opus. This, therefore, also made Kamala-Jnana’s and
Roger Caro’s photographic presentation an ideal introduction to
the subject of the Cinnabar Path of the FA.R.4+C. and thus, in
spite of it originally having been published after the Three Keys, I
chose to start my work on the translation of these Via Cinnabaris
treatises with that very one, while then following the traditional
succession of the others.

Putting all Three Keys together and supporting them with 7he
Entire Great Work Photographed is the ideal modus operandi for
learning this particular Path due to how, as mentioned earlier,
one complements the other. And having the color pictures to see
everything unfold with one’s own eyes during the study process
will not only result in much more profound comprehension of
the teachings given in the Keys, but also greatly aid the alchemist
when the time has come for practical application in the laboratory,
by letting him/her know whether he/she is headed in the right
direction. My personal opinion is therefore that the Three Keys
along with the photographic publication together form the
foundation for the teachings of the FA.R.+C. on this fascinating
Way to the Philosopher’s Stone. There are, however, other works
that also add to this, such as Roger Caro’s Legenda des Fréres
Ainés de la Rose-Croix and Rituel EA.R.+C., and while these
primarily deal with the Order itself, the intimate involvement of
the latter with the Way of Cinnabar makes this a central theme
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in these publications. Their sections on study requirements of
the Via Cinnabaris, alchemical principles of the Order and the
procedure of its various Initiation Ceremonies make these writings
tremendously valuable, as well, to the student of this Path.

Before concluding this introduction, please allow me to say
1 lew things with regard to editing the present work. As I have
mentioned in forewords and introductions of mine to other
alchemical treatises of the FA.R.+C., I always prefer to translate
the various quotations occurring—from Sacred Scripture as well
as other alchemical writings—directly from how they are given in
the original French of the given work rather than simply finding
the English translations whenever available and copy-pasting
those. While an approach such as the latter would obviously make
wlentification of certain quotations easier, I have always had my
rcasons for not resorting to this. Firstly, there is, of course, the
obvious of my not always having complete faith in other French
translations, especially if these are old and were possibly done by
vomeone with rather limited familiarity with the language, and
thus preferring to do it myself, as any mistakes that might then be
present afterward would be my own fault and thus there would be
no one else to blame but myself. Secondly, quotations given with
vomewhat different wording is often times done intentionally to
cither get a certain point across or to focus on what is important
in the passage. As I fear the reader might miss out on such “hints”
it things were 7ot to be translated directly, I have always opted
to do exactly that first and then afterward compare, and possibly
combine these with extant English versions.

Occasionally, biblical quotes in Alchemical Pleiade were very
much in line with the ofhicial English translations and in those
cascs, | have “combined” my English rendition with either the King
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James or Douay-Rheims version® by aiming the former toward the
latter for uniformity. But whenever the differences were too great,
I would ignore the King James and/or other English versions of
the Bible and simply translate everything directly and, whenever
deemed necessary, make mention of these differences in an
attached footnote.

However, as there are too many cases where everything has
either been translated directly from the original French, more or
less ignoring the official English versions of these biblical passages,
as well as too many where everything is very much in sync with
them and thus follow them directly, I have chosen to not mention
this on each and every occasion in footnotes to avoid making
these too tedious for the reader—who will no doubt look up these
quotations him/herself, in any case, should there be an interest
in researching these further. Thus I have restrained myself and
resorted to only mentioning these matters whenever I felt it was
appropriate, either because the quotation in question is more of a
summary of various parts rather than an actual quotation, or due
to it technically not being the chapter or verse referred to.

With regard to various alchemical treatises and other pieces of
literature quoted in the Alchemical Pleiade, 1 have done everything
I could at the time to provide the identity of the text in question ina
footnote. However, as there have regrettably been instances where
I was unable to track down or merely clarify the title of the given
literary work, the reader will, in such cases, find no footnote and
thus know that this was likely due to my having been incapable of
finding out exactly from where that quotation had come. I humbly

5 The King James usually being the version that fits most closely with the
French Louis Segond Bible, which was clearly the translation employed by
the FA.R.+C. There are, however, several instances where I have followed the
Douay-Rheims as this was, on those occasions, a much closer fit.
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ofter my apologies to the reader for whatever inconvenience this
may cause, but it is my hope that it will be understood.

[t is time for me to finish this introduction and let the actual
treatise speak its own words. I am truly honored to be able to
present this, the world’s first ever ofhicial English translation of
the Alchemical Pleiade of the FA.R.4+C., to Brother alchemists
outside of the French-speaking community. The Cinnabar Path
of this Rosicrucian Fraternity has been hidden in the dark for far
too long and it is time that more people have the ability to see the
beauty and magnificence that is the Via Cinnabaris, so that this
may teach, be enjoyed and be loved by Philosophers of the Royal
Art in the same way as the Paths of antimony, acctates and the
Mutus Liber have for centuries.

May this treatise, along with the others of the FA.R.+C,, be
found as educational and awe-inspiring by others as it has been by
me, and may my humble efforts to bring the original writings of
this Path to the world at large bring knowledge and wisdom to all,
and ultimately the crowning of the Great Work to those worthy
thereof.

Lenny Pedersen — Osaka, 2015



FOREWORD

e would never have thought that it might one
day be possible for us to publish the alchemical
works of a contemporary Adept, Grand Master

Instructor at the Alchemical Temple of Ajunta;
that 1s why, at the threshold of this publication, we want to most
incerely thank our friends Georges and Germaine Charlet for the
pilt they gave us on October 15th, 1961.

In cftect, by kindly and graciously offering us the manuscripts of
i Ajunta Master and his elect disciples (themselves Adepts), they
ould not find one better to fulfill our secret desires of spagyric
publishing. This is also why, on behalf of the promise we made to
them and in the name of the Holy Science, the present publishers
(truc to their label) are committed to respect the integrity of the
texts, without changing as much as a comma.

No commentary, no reshuffling will be done without our
own chief editor; we moreover estimate that all these writings
are clear enough by themselves (to the researchers of the Great
Work) without weighing them down with more or less judicial
cxplanations.

In this Holy Philosophy, he who knows does not speak, and he
who speaks does not know.
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By Télérourgos
(Adept)
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Ist and 2nd figures taken from the book of Lambsprinck on The Philosopher’s
Stone — Frankfurt, 1677
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l.SSAY ON THE GREAT WORK

By Télétourgos

NEED NP

I

Alchemy, dear friend, contains various traps most dark,

And many researchers release the prey to the shadow in this Art.
Wehold, in a few verses, the tale of the Great Work in sincerity
l'or those who solemnly seek it; may they herein find clarity.

11

Ihe puffer, first of all, takes a vase and retort to distill,

Which he places upon a crackling fire and thus proceeds to kill.
Maonitoring with great care the heat and its degrees,

| lis cyes soon to be filled with amazement by what he sees;
When the Compost in his flask, veering into an orange hue,
Will show him all of a sudden that he must begin anew.

11

IHliminated thus, an Alchemist he then will be,
(vod-inspired from above upon the Fire and its mystery.
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He recommences everything and swaps into energy the whole,
Charcoal and wood now having served him toward the goal.
Also, when his vessel then shows an Earth so black,

He knows he is at the end of all his trouble and setback;

The union of the Elements having by vigor taken place,

And the Blood of the Dragon covering the black within the vase.
Cutting off its Head without a single shred of remorse,

And keeping the Matter preserved in a discreet fashion, of course.
Also, in a short time, the vessel to be unsealed,

There upon an undulating soil a greenness is revealed.

Full of attention then he his Earth will cleanse,

The Baths of Naaman washing the sores as the operation intends;
And soon, in seven Months, in the bottom of the flask,

The whiteness will be there upon the Granulations at last.

This shall forever wholly cause his doubts to stop,

He shall pour out the Blood upon the Eggs, drop by drop;

And these Eggs so marvelous by becoming bloody then,

Will be able to convert for him one year into ten.

After this, the Adept alchemist will now only need

To redo it all many times as an Artist, indeed,

To be able to reach perfection purely at his will,

In the work of augmenting the Multiplication, ever still.

IV

And behold, dear friend, the Magisterium here is revealed,
Change Primal Earth into Water by Fire, as once was concealed;
Then redo it backwards by means of the Air,

Coagulate thy Water and do it all in reverse, I declare.

In operating thus and by means like these,

Thou shalt Solve-Coagula conquer with ease.
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Be, however, mindful and guard this secret with care,

l'or this indeed is unto God, and a sacred charge to bear.

None shall betray it, this the greatest mystery

Ihat a man can possess on this poor earth, I say unto thee.

And the nobles and the greats who would this want to obrain,
Would forever deprive thee of the desire to use the same.

I'mploy it thus with prudence and give thanks unto the Lord,
Remaining humble, good and charitable and pious for this reward.

WS SE



THE ALCHEMICAL PATER

By Theophoreonai
(Adept)
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The Lord, by Michelangelo
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THE ALCHEMICAL PATER

N N RRD¥A

he prayer which Jesus taught to his disciples is the
total prayer; it is sufhicient by itself and it contains
everything we could possibly ask of our Father to

purify us by washing us clean of the stain from the
original sin. It gives as also the rules of conduct which we must
follow without failure throughout the course of our earthly life if
we wish to, when we die—that is to say, when we are born again—
cnjoy the ineffable happiness of bathing our soul in the prestigious
Glory of our Father, made from Love, Goodness and Mercy.

It teaches us even more if we free the esoteric meaning which, as
in all the teachings of our Lord, is hidden in the exoteric meaning
which has just been summarily recalled.

The Pater also brings us a total revelation, an “Apocalypse”
on the great mystery of the Cosmos, on the unity of Creation
in its Three Kingdoms and on the different phases of evolution
which mark the passage of the imperfect terrestrial body to the
perfect body. At the final stage, our soul which has existed since
the creation of the world, is disengaged from its gangue, from
its garment of skin which weighs so heavily. It is liberated, it is
clothed in white linen and it may behold the glory of God. The

different stages through which we must pass to attain perfection
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are identical to those which mark the stages of the Great Work
carried out by the Adepts.

In the development which follows, it will be easy to see ‘how
acceptable is the comparison between the conception, life,
passion, crucifixion, death and glorious resurrection of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, and the history of the conception, passion,
death and glorious resurrection of the Gold of the Philosophers’
(Van Helpen, L'Escalier des Sages.) We will thus free the esoteric
meaning of the Pater by bringing out the lights that it will give
us on the Great Work; lights drawn from the teachings and the
operatory practice of our Grand Master, Theourgia Suvarna-
Siddha.

The Pater contains the principle phases of the accomplishment
of the Magisterium and the operatory procedures from which
the Son of Light shall not deviate if he wishes to see his laborious
work crowned with success. The principal phases are moreover
revealed in “dispersed order” according to a rule which has been
scrupulously respected by all Adepts who have followed since
Hermes.

We apologize for employing, further, a “hermetic” language
which, by design, will not be understood by the profane, but
which may guide the pure heart that reads, rereads, works, prays
and wants to find. It is for the latter alone that we will strive to be
as clear as possible, within the boundaries of the veil imposed by a
tradition thousands of years old, a veil which it is now important
to raise to the maximum because the “time is approaching”.
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I — Pater noster, qui es in coelis, sonctificetur nomen tuum'

Words of adoration and thanksgiving addressed with all of our
heart to He who lavishly dispenses His Love unto us and Who
should be the object of all our thoughts. When the Adept, having
received the “Donum Dei”, has managed to bringinto existence the
Royal Child born of the Sun-Moon conjunction in the kindling
of mineral love, he then prostrates himself and praises the Name
ol the Father, without Whose assistance he knows that he can do
nothing. The new Sun rises in the horizon of a new Earth to the
| lcaven of the Philosophers, illuminates it with an inexpressible
radiation which gave it access to the knowledge of God and, at
the same time, the Elect has brought his participation to universal
Redemption.

‘Praise eternally the Lord, my God; says the good Flamel
in his book of the hieroglyphic figures, “Who elevates the
humble from the low dust and elates the heart of those
who wait for Him... in Him is always our hope, in His
awe our felicity, in His mercy the glory in reparation of
our nature, and in prayer our steadfast safety. And Thee,
O God Almighty, as Thy benignity deigned to open in
the earth before me (Thy unworthy serf) all the treasures
of the riches of the world, which it pleaseth to Thy great
clemency, when I will no longer be among the living, to
further open up unto me the treasures of the Heavens
and let me contemplate Thy Divine countenance, whose
majesty is an unspeakable delight and whose rapture is

| "The Latin verses given here in this treatise is reproduced exactly as it appears
in the the original Pléiade Alchimique, and the attentive reader will notice that
this varies slightly from how it is found in Matthacus (Matthew) 6:9-13 of the
Biblia Sacra Vulgata, or the way it is employed in the Catholic Latin liturgy.
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never arisen in the heart of a living man. I ask by the Lord

Jesus Christ, Thy beloved Son, who, in unity of the Holy

Spirit, is with Thee forever and ever. So mote it be.
Can one find a prayer more beautiful and more moving?
II — Adveniat regnum tuum

The final goal of evolution in the Three Kingdoms is perfection, in
the image of the One Who reigns in Heaven. The materialization
of this perfection is, in the mineral world, the Philosopher’s
Stone. It is characterized by the color red and according to Basil
Valentine, ‘its color ranges from incarnadine red to crimson, or
from a ruby color to that of pomegranate; as to its weight, it
poises much more than it has quantity” We are in the final stage of
COAGULA, of Rubification, symbolized by the Phoenix which
rises from its ashes and whose name expresses the color red. The
Rubification has led the Artist to the perfect Red Elixir. The word
Elixir signifies ferment in its Arabic root.

In the transmutation of imperfect metals, there is indeed
produced a “Fermentation” caused by the Powder of Projection,
which acts like a yeast in dough and transforms the molten base
metal into gold more perfect than gold of the mines. The perfect
Red Elixir has other virtues which there is no need to get into
here; we will only say that it constitutes a Universal Medicine,
which was employed by Paracelsus and which won him so many
ordeals from his ignorant and jealous colleagues.

Before the Red Stone (the Solar Stone), the Son of Light, in
the first phase of COAGULA, obtains the fixed White Stone (the
Lunar Stone), the Morning Star, which allows the transmutation

of a base metal into silver. These two phases of COAGULA, in
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their outcome which is perfection, mark the advent of the reign
of the Father, that of the heavenly Jerusalem of the Apocalypse,
the terrestrial city whose splendor reflects that of the Kingdom of
Heaven, ‘where the squares of the new Jerusalem shall be paved
with gold, where pearls and precious stones shall close its gates
and the Tree of Life, placed in the midst of Paradise, will by its
[.caves return health to all of mankind. ('The veritable Philalethes,
or The Open Entrance to the Closed Palace of the King.”)

III — Fiat volontas tua sicut in coelo et in terra

While this sentence would require lengthy arguments, we shall
strive to be concise. How, in the Hermetic Art, does the Will of
the Father manifest? First we must recall that according to St.
Paul (1 Corinthians 15:44): ‘It is sown a material body and it is
raised with a spiritual body’, and in verse 47, St. Paul tells us: “The
first man from the earth is earthly while the second comes from
Heaven.

The first man in the alchemical domain is the Mineral of
the Sages which includes a sulfurous body, a mercurial soul and
a saline spirit, embedded in a gangue of earthiness, this gangue
symbolizing the stain of sin in man.

That is why the Stone of the Philosophers is also called Adamic
Earth. In this Adamic Earth, the Sulfur of the Philosophers (the
body) is defiled by impurities, the Mercury of the Philosophers
(the soul) is prisoner in its gangue as well as the Salt of the

2 Eirenacus Philalethes, The Open Entrance to the Closed Palace of the
King. Found in the compendium of alchemical treatises entitled Musacum
Hermeticum (The Hermetic Museum), originally published in Frankfurt in
1625. The English translation by Arthur Edward Waite was published in
London in 1893.
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Philosophers (the spirit or spark of God in man), but the spirit
being unable to die, it is through it that corruption and death shall
be defeated. We will assume the following to be known: the vase,
the natural sublimating Fire and the art of separating the 3 Bodies.
The first phase is that of the Pre-Preparation and the Preparation,
on which the Philosophers are particularly discreet.

‘O, how admirable is this thing, it effectively contains
everything we seek, to which we neither add nor subtract
anything; but in the sole Preparation do we discard the
superfluities.

— Atristotle, The Rosary

The Preparation, which has as its objective the Separation of the
three constituents, is on the contrary described, in a luminous
fashion, in Kamala-Jnana’s Dictionary of Alchemical Philosophy.
We will then attend the second birth and the Manufacturing
phase itself will be undertaken. The three constituents are reunited
in the Athanor in the proportions known by the Sage and, under
the action of the Sth Fire, begin the ferocious battle of the two
Dragons, of the Sun and of the Moon, which translates into the
Dissolution of the fixed by the volatile (SOLVE) with the reigns
of Saturn and Jupiter.

The Worlds have appeared, first in the form of Granules
amalgamated in proportion of Nature and appearing in the top
of the Athanor (the Heaven of the Philosophers) which, under
the action of cooling, fall back down into the mass of the black
and stinking Compost (the Earth), this Compost being itself
comprised of the earthiness and the non-amalgamated black
sulfur. The spherical Granules are thus drowned in the black mass
of the Compost and appear, in part, on the surface of the latter
(the Mountains of the Philosophers).
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The appearance of the Granules marks the Birth of the Royal
Child, the Resurrection. The Will of the Father has been to give
the power to the beast of the Apocalypse (chapter 13) which has
dominated during the 1st Degree of Fire; the Earth has become
Water by Fire, that of the igneous spirit of the Salt. The Granules
arc covered with a leprous gangue. Just as the declined but
repenting old man must be liberated of all ties which attach him to
the Earth, to mark his second birth from the sanguine atmosphere
which oppresses him, so shall the Son of Light “cut off the Head
of the Crow”.

Then appears the Vegetative phase, characterized by the green
color described by Flamel in his summary Therbe triomphante,
royale, laquelle on nomme minérale’? SOLVE is completed and
COAGULA commences (fixation of the volatile by the fixed).
This phase was commented upon briefly in the previous verse.

This brief summary of the two phases, Preparation and
Manufacture (SOLVE III and COAGULA II), has had as its
object to define the Will of the Father ‘in the Earth as in Heaven,
the Earth and the Heaven of the Philosophers. The Preparation
is the work of the Father who has placed at our disposition the
Materia Prima: the Salt of the Philosophers and the Philosophical
Salt, the two constituents without which all efforts of the operator

will be doomed to fail, and to which nothing should be added that

is not of their nature.

3 Literally translated, this reads as follows in English: ‘the triumphal royal
herb, which is named mineral.
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‘Know that if thou takest anything other than our Brass
and thou workest with anything other than our Water,
thou shalt not succeed’

—The Turba®

The Manufacture is the work of our Lord which allows us to
accomplish redemption of the Mineral Kingdom which brings it
to perfection, as he allowed the redemption of man by sacrificing
himself on the cross in an aura of glory, heralding the coming of

the Kingdom of the Father and the fulfillment of His Will ‘on

Earth as in Heaven’,
IV - Panem quotidianum nostrum nobis do hodie

This sentence enlightens us on the operations which the Son of
Light must accomplish during the COAGULA phase. When
the Vegetative phase of SOLVE is completed, the Leprous Body
receives his daily bread. The Granules are bathed in the 7 Waters
of Purification composed of the second part of the Mercurial
Water which the Sage has put preciously aside at the beginning of
the Manufacture. A new cooking is thus undertaken—all in the
Magisterium is reduced to cooking.

4  Turba Philosophorum (Assembly of the Philosophers), purportedly written
ca. 900 A.D., the carliest known copy of the work in print dating 1572. The
English translation by Arthur Edward Waite was published in London in
1896 by George Redway. The French copy in the possession of the FA.R.+C.
was apparently, however, a diffent edition than that translated by Waite as the
content is somewhat different, as can be seen by comparing the latter with the
present treatise.
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“The Fire and the Water, which is the Azoth, wash the

Laton and clean it of its blackness.
—Arnold of Villanova

This operation is delicate, because the Artist must know, not only
the quantities of the Virginal Milk he needs to employ for the
cibation of the newly born Child King, but also the way by which
he must push his Sth Fire if he does not want to run the risk of
sceing the Child become dropsical and the Earth submerged by
the Deluge (Ripley). |

The 7 Baths allow the Stone to pass from the Vegetation stage
to the Lunar stage, to that of the White Stone. The latter here
gives off a sweet odor; with it, and after Multiplication, the Sage
can transmute a base metal into silver and confect the Lunar Elixir.

The crowning of his efforts approaches; a new daily bread is
administered to transform the Lunar Stone into the Solar Stone
by Rubification. This time, the nourishment is rorific> and the
Virginal Milk is replaced by a Meat Aliment (the Oil of Saturn),
because the nascent Child has gained strength.

The Sage will still have to take the utmost care in the
determination of proportions to be observed and the Degree of
Fire that he should reach.

But the Red Stone thus obtained does not allow transmutation;
it is the False Prophet of the Apocalypse which indeed has the

appearance of the transmutatory Stone but allows no miracle. As

S The word employed here in the original French is “rorifique”, but as I am
not familiar with such a term in the language, outside of its limited use in
certain alchemical treatises, and have been unable to find its meaning anywhere,
I had no choice but to transliterate it into English as is. The only other case
I have come across in which this expression was used is in Dom Pernety’s
Dictionnaire Mytho-Hermétique (Mytho-Hermetic Dictionary) of 1758, under
the “Réduction” entry, but there too one finds no hint at its significance.
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the first Lunar Stone, it has to be multiplied, because:

‘...as many times as it is annealed and the Stone is dissolved
with new Mercury, it acquireth ten times its virtue and
hath 10 times as much transmutatory power as it had
before this new decoction’

—Dom Pernety

In these multiplications, all of the preceding operations marking
the Manufacture are renewed by considering the first Stone exactly
as if it were the Primitive Mineral; the Stone purifies itself and is
refined with each Multiplication, its weight not changing. Only
the Quintessence, or the Sth Principle of the mixture, composed
of that which is purest in the 4 Elements, augments in quantity, its
quality remaining constant.

The time of Manufacture is reduced with the number of
multiplications, but over the course of each of them, the daily
bread shall be given during each COAGULA phase under the

same conditions as before.

V — Et dimitte nobis debita nostra sicut et nos dimittimus
debitoribus nostris

It is by design that we have transcribed the Pater in Latin, because
contrary to its French translation, we shall see how the Latin text
is rich in teachings. The Pater begins with an invocation of our
Father who is ‘in coelis, in the Heavens, and then we ask Him:
‘Fiat voluntas tua sicut in coelo et in terra’ On one hand, it is a
question of the Heavens; on the other, Heaven.

Why this nuance? It is crucial! The Universal Spirit of the
Father (the Crystal Sea of the Apocalypse) reigns in the universality
of its creation, limitless and inconceivable to our human brains.
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[t reigns, in particular, in the Seven Zones that our soul must
climb step-by-step in its progressive purification resulting from
its successive incarnations and which liberates it gradually from
the stain of the original sin, from our debts. The Pater effectively
cmploys the word “debts” and we are now seeing the significance
thereof. These Seven Zones are the Heavens; the one where the
Throne of our Father in His majesty and His splendor is, Heaven.

Our soul, after death, accesses the Zones of the Heavens which
it has earned during the incarnation that it has just finished
and aspires to Heaven, to where the “magnet” made from the
magnificence of the Creator irresistibly draws it, to speak in the
spagyric language. But we have our debts to pay; we ask our Father
to make them right for us and we can only do that by making them
right for our debtors.

When all our debts are reset by our successive reincarnations
which purge our Karma, the Divine Creator will welcome us into
the care of His bosom because our soul will be completely liberated
and purified—it will be whitened. We will be of the Aleim, we will
be saved because we will be perfect, from “Water to the Spirit’ (St.
John, 3:5-7).

A striking parallel can be established between these phases of
involution and evolution of humans, with the operatory phases of
the Great Work which have just been summarily described.

Let us refer the reader to meditation on Kamala-Jnana’s
Dictionary of Alchemical Philosophy, in which we will find,
masterfully exhibited and justified, by parallel with the Hermetic
Art, Reincarnation and Resurrection of the Flesh, with a treatise
of light upon the mysteries of the Holy Trinity, on the Assumption
of apparitions and materializations, on the consubstantiality of
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit which cannot be explained
otherwise than by the Art of Alchemy, which is the chemistry of
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AL, the chemistry of the Almighty.
VI — Et ne nos inducas in tentationem

Temptations are abundant for those who want to succeed in the
operations of the Magisterium. Too many puffers have wanted to
take the texts of the Adepts literally; they have wasted their time
and their money and have contributed to bring discredit upon the
noblest Art given to man to practice. It is certainly not an easy job
to decipher the thoughts of authors through texts which, often
and intentionally, seem to contradict, the same word often having
different meanings.

Philalethes explains how he had fumbled for 50 years of his life
until the moment where, freeing himself from the advice of coal
burners, he proceeded to study exclusively serious authors who
had been veritable Adepts. He understood then that the model
of the Art of Alchemy is nothing other than Nature itself and that
everything is summed up in this phrase: ‘Nature joins unto Nature,
Nature contains Nature, Nature rejoices in Nature. When, by
illumination of the Father or by the teachings of a Master, he will
have known the nature of the Materia Prima, of the Primordial
Agent, of the 5 Fires, the proportions and the Degrees of Fire, he
should not forget that theory is nothing without practice. In this
field, he will need to resist other temptations, for example that of
not respecting the Degrees of Fire.

‘Beware of precipitation, said Morien. All precipitation
comes from the Devil and remember that it takes much
patience, that we must not pick a fruit before its maturity
and that the times of this maturity is determined by
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Nature.®

Iinally, his heart must be pure and we cannot better define the
temptations from which the Neophyte must be liberated than by
returning the reader to meditation on the 3 first chapters of the
Apocalypse of St. John containing the letters to the 7 Churches.
He should not forget, lastly, the words of Jacob Boechme:

‘But if he himself is not headed down the path of recovery
that Christ followed on this earth, let him abandon his
Enterprise for he would find only death and the curse of
God; this is what I have warned of faithfully; as the noble
Pearl is paradisiacal, God will not cast it before swine but
gives it to his children as a sign of Love... this is why no
one can achieve it if one is not first of all a perfect Mage
and if Paradise is not manifested within him; but only

those who are elected by God will attain it
VII — Sed libera nos o malo

This last sentence may be considered a corollary of the Sth sentence
and of the previous of which it constitutes a logical continuation.
At the final stage, our soul will be stripped of its skin garment
and it will be liberated from evil, the cause of all defilements. It
will have regained its original whiteness, like the Leprous Body
of the Philosophical Sulfur will have regained its whiteness after
the SOLVE phase marked by corruption, Putrefaction and death
(Saturn phase).

The black and stinking mass of the Compost represents evil—

6 From the “Précipitation” entry in Dom Pernety’s Dictionnaire Mytho-
Hermeétique.
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the fallen angel living in darkness. We are in the reign of the Beast.

But death announces the resurrection of the new King who
receives the Baptism of Love and who carries within him, not
only the elements of the creative power of God by his virtue of
transmutation, but also His immense Love, His Goodness and
His Mercy by the marvels which can achieve the Stone in the
alleviation of human misery.

Conclusion

The alchemical interpretation of the Pater which has just been
given should be considered a framework destined to guide the
meditations of the researcher. In seven sentences, our Lord has
given us a prayer which constitutes a synthesis of what we can
ask of the Almighty to purify our soul, extricate it from the heavy
chains which imprison it and return unto it its original whiteness
in order to fulfil this promise:

“Ye shall all be of Aleim, that is to say of beings vibrant to
the harmonic” of God. We have also seen that it reveals
unto us the main lines of the operations of the Magisterium
in making known to us ‘the Secret of Secrets which God

hath revealed to Holy Prophets whose souls He hath put
in His Holy Paradise.”

—Morien

It is in this spirit that the Philosopher’s Stone can be considered

7 The particular word used here, the French “harmonique”, is a term that in
physics signifies “..an oscillation that has a frequency that is an integral multiple
of a fundamental frequency’ according to the Collins English Dictionary. It
carries the same meaning in music and thus also translates into “overtone”
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2 “mirror of the world”, because it enlightens us in a dazzling way
on the mysteries of our creation and of our becoming which, to
close scale, are identical to those of the Macrocosm (refer to the
I'merald Tablet).

The beginning (the Alpha) being like the end (the Omega)—is
not the Stone of the Philosophers rutilant like the Philosopher’s
Stone?—we could finish no better than by recalling these words
of Albertus Magnus in the preface to his Treatise on Alchemy and
which brings us back to the first sentence of the Pater:

‘All wisdom cometh from God and hath been with Him
for all eternity. Whoever therefore desireth Wisdom must
seek it in God and ask it from Him, for He distributeth
it abundantly and without reproach. He is the beginning
and the end, the height and depth of all science and the
treasure of all wisdom, for from Him, in Him and by Him
are all things and without Him we can succeed in nothing.
Thus, to Him be honor and glory forever. Amen.

TR D



THE ALCHEMICAL CREED

By Mustagogos
(Adept)

Molding derived from a Gamahe, made in bedding and mud
(Temple of the Ten Commandments)
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ALCHEMICAL CREED

10 the Light
To our Guides, celestial and terrestrial,

who lead us unto the Light.
(To my Son)

NN

PREFACE

@ he creed, established following the original Greek
3 I version of the Council of Nicaea, offers to the
§ glnitiate, who follows it step by step, so perfect a

conduct of all the phases of the Great Work, which

we think provides valuable assistance to our Brothers in them
alchemically interpreting i.

May those whose heart is pure and mind eager to learn, in this
small work draw the proper elements to send them to this Divine

Philosophy.
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DEO SOLI HONOR ET GLORIA

1 am Alpha and Omega
saith the Lord God

who is, who was
and who is to come, the “Almighty™
—The Apocalypse of St. John, Chapter I

To the Adepts, my Brothers in Christ!

“Ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
peculiar people, that ye may proclaim the virtues of He
who hath called you from the darkness into his admirable
Light!

—DPierre, 2

‘Petra autem erat Christus...”!
— Les Aventures du Philosophe Inconnu,” [1]

<

PROLOGUE

And the homeland was shown unto me.

1 A quotation derived from 1 Corinthians 10:4 which translates into ...
and the Rock was Christ;, the “rock”, or “stone’, clearly being a reference to the
Philosopher’s Stone when viewed alchemically.

2 Dom Albert Belin, Les Avantures du Philosophe Inconnu en la Recherche ¢
en ['Invention de la Pierre Philosophale (The Adventures of Unknown Philosophers
in the Research and Invention of the Philosopher’s Stone), 1674.
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[ was taken above the region of shadows and I could see the
times carrying them off with an unspeakable velocity through the
void, as one sees the wind of the South carrying the light vapors
which glide in the distance over the plain.

And I climbed, and I climbed again; and realities invisible to
the eye of flesh appeared to me and I heard sounds which have no
ccho in this world of phantoms.

And what I heard, what I saw, was so alive, my soul seized it
with such power that it seemed to me that everything I thought I
saw and heard before was only a vague dream of the night.

What would I then say to the children of the night, and that
they can understand? And of the abettors of eternal day, have I
not also fallen with them in the night, in the region of time and
shadows?

[ was watching like an immobile, immense, infinite ocean; and
in this ocean: an ocean of force, an ocean of light and an ocean
of life; and these three oceans, penetrating each other without
being confounded, only forming the same ocean, only the same
indivisible, absolute, eternal unity.

And this unity was the One that is and, at the bottom of this
being, an ineffable knot tied between these three people who have
named me and their names were the Father, the Son and the Spirit,
and there was a mysterious generation, a mysterious, living, fecund
breath; and the Father, the Son and the Spirit were the One who
IS.

And the Father appeared to me like a power that, inside of the
infinite Being, one with it, has but a single permanent, complete,
unlimited act, which is the infinite Being itself.

And the Son appeared to me like a permanent, complete,
unlimited word, which says that which effects the power of the
Father, what He is, what the infinite Being is.
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And the Spirit appeared to me like the love, the effusion, the
mutual aspiration of the Father and the Son, animating them with
a common life, animating the infinite Being with a permanent,
complete, unlimited life.

And these Three were One and these Three were God and
they embraced and united in the impenetrable sanctuary of the
substance One; and this union, this embrace was, in the bosom of
the immensity, the eternal joy, the eternal voluptuousness of the
One that is.

And in the depths of this infinite ocean of being, creation
was swimming, floating and dilating; such as an island that is
incessantly dilating its shores amidst a limitless sea.

It blossomed like a flower which casts its roots in the water and
which extends its long threads and its petals to the surface.

And I saw beings chained to beings and produce and develop
in their innumerable variety, irrigating, nourishing on a sap that is
never exhausted, on the strength, on the light and on the life of the
One that is.

And all that had been hidden from me until then was unveiling
to my gaze, no longer halting the material covering from the
essences.

The terrestrial obstacles cleared, I was going from world to
world, like the mind goes from thought to thought down here;
and after my being plunged, lost, in these marvels of power, of
wisdom and of love, I was plunging myself, I was losing myself in
the same source of love, of wisdom and of power.

And I was feeling that which is the homeland; and I became
intoxicated with light and my soul, carried away by streams of
harmony, fell asleep upon celestial waves in an unutterable ecstasy.

And then I saw Christ at the right hand of his Father, beaming

with an immortal glory.
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And I also saw him as a mystical lamb immolated upon an
altar; with myriads of angels and men redeemed by his blood,
surrounding him and, singing his praises, they gave thanks unto
him in the language of Heaven.

And one drop of the Lamb’s blood fell upon the languishing
and sick nature and I saw it transfigure; and all the creatures which
it contains were throbbing with a new life and all raised the voice
and this voice said:

‘Holy, Holy, Holy is the One who destroys evil and vanquishes
thilth.,

And the Son leaned over the bosom of the Father and the
Spirit covered them with its shadow; and there was between them
a Divine mystery; and the Heavens trembled in silence.

Words of a Believer, XLI
by F. de La Mennais

CHAPTERI

“There is one Lord, one faith, one God and Father of all,
who is above all and through all and within all.”?
—Paul, Epistle to the Ephesians, 3

We believe in one God.

3 This quotation is actually Ephesians 4:5-6, which reads as follows in the
King James version of the Bible: ‘One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
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“The Great Work is originally the Universal Spirit of
the world corporified in a virgin earth, being the first
production or the first mixture of the Elements in the first
point of its birth.

—Dom Albert Belin

This one God can be compared on Earth also to one Mineral of its
kind. Just as God is One in Three, so this Mineral is composed of
Three Bodies which the Philosophers call their Salt, their Sulfur
and their Mercury.

Our venerable Master Kamala-Jnana wrote in his Alchemical
Dictionary:

‘UNITY, TRIUNE: Certain Christian Philosophers
have compared their Mineral to God the Father, because
of this ore containing three different Bodies while being

of the same consubstantiality.

Tachenus’ La Lumiére Sortant des Ténébres* teaches us that:

‘It is of the nature of Light to not be able to appear to
our eyes without being clothed in some body and it is
necessary for this body to also be clean to receive the Light;
where there thus is Light, there must also necessarily be
the vehicle of this Light. Behold the easiest means to not
wander, search thus with the Light of thy spirit, the Light
which is shrouded in darkness, and learn from here that
the most vile subject of all according to the ignorant is
the most noble according to the Sages, since the Light
relieth upon itself and it is by itself that it is retained and

4  La Lumiére Sortant par Soi-méme des Ténébres (Light Coming Forth by Itself
from Darkness), originally translated from Italian into French in 1687.
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prcscrvcd.’S

‘God has willed his image imprinted in Nature, as He is
ONE and from this Unity three persons are derived, so
too has He willed that matter should be but one and that
from this unity should come forth Three Kingdoms: the
Mineral, the Vegetable and the Animal’

— Philosophe Inconnu

S

CHAPTERII

“We preach the wisdom of God, mysterious and hidden,
which God, before the ages, hath destined for our glory;
wisdom that none of the leaders of this century have
understood, for had they known, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory.

‘Burt as it is written: These are things which the eye hath
not seen, which the ear hath not heard and neither hath it
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for those who love Him.

‘God hath revealed them to us by the Spirit. For the
Spirit searches all, even the depths of God!

—Paul, 1 Epistle to the Corinthians®

S From the 1971 edition of La Lumiére Sortant par Soi-méme des Ténébres,
translated by Bernard Roger and with commentary by Bruno de Lansac, the
above passage being derived from commentaries in Chapter V.

6 1 Corinthians 2:7-10, directly translated from the original French text of
Pléiade Alchimique. As mentioned in my introduction, this is one of those
cases in which the wording used in the present treatise difters slightly from that
found in the King James and Douay-Rheims translations.
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The Father Almighty, creator of the things we see and
those we do not see.

We will compare the Father to the almighty Sulfur, which allows
the creation of a miniature world: heaven, earth, sea... fecundating
from its ardent male force the female principle contained in
the Stone of the Philosophers. It is thanks to the powerful Fire
enclosed within it that the three Bodies hidden in the Mineral
of the Sages are able to be extracted and carefully separated. It is
sometimes called the “Dragon” because:
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"...it holds within it a prodigious male force as well as a very
violent internal Fire. It is for this reason that we cannot
employ vulgar sulfur. It is, furthermore, within this that

the quintessential Tincture of the Stone resides.”

So the Alchemical Dictionary of Kamala-Jnana explains to us,
which complements its teachings on the word “Apparitions™:

“Who could say that solid bodies will appear in a closed
flask when the latter contains only fumes derived from the
Three Bodies destroyed by Fire? These more or less dense
vapors provide no granular appearance that may remind
of the original Mineral containing the Salt, Sulfur and
Mercury of the Philosophers.

‘However, little by little, vaporous spherical bodies
emerge in the fumes and this stage (where the nascent
Granulation comprising a body, a soul and a spirit is still
in the fluidic state) can be compared to an angelic apport

or a celestial apport.”®

In the Twelve Keys of Basil Valentine, f. 95, we read:

‘Make that which is above to be below and that which is
visible, invisible; palpable, impalpable; and once again
make that which is below to be that which is above; the

7 From the “DRAGON?” entry in the Dictionary of Alchemical Philosophy.

8 The attentive reader will notice that this particular part of said entry
in Kamala-Jnana’s Dictionary of Alchemical Philosophy concludes slightly
differently compared to how it appears here: “...can be compared to an angelic
. . . b} . « . . »
apparition or a celestial apport.” However, this change of the word “apparition
to “apport” in the present work is not a translation mistake or a typographical
crror, but how the quotation is given in the original French edition of Roger

Caro'’s Alchemical Pleiade.
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invisible, visible and the impalpable, palpable.
“This is the whole art.’

CHAPTERIII

“Verily I say unto you, he that believeth in me, the works
that I do shall he do also; and greater than these shall he

do, because I go unto the Father..."’

—]John 14

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, son of God, begotten as
the only son of the Father.

Thus that God has begotten his only Son, let us see how the Sage,
illuminated by the Divine Light which enlightens the darkness,
becomes the Elect of the Father and perceives the mystery of life.
He knows how the Perfect Stone, or Stone of Wisdom, is born
from this marvelous Mineral.

We will compare the Mercury, or female principle, to the
second person of the Holy Trinity, to the Son of God, the Word.

We will therefore take Jesus Christ, clothed in human nature
as a son of man and as such must pass through the imperious
terrestrial laws of birth, suffering and death.

9 Twelve Keys of Basil Valentine, believed to date 1599; the English translation
by Arthur Edward Waite appeared in his Hermetic Museum, 1893. The above
quotation is from the chapter entitled The Tract of Basilius Valentinus, the
Benedictine, Concerning the Great Stone of the Ancient Sages.

10 John 14:12.
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We will thus represent it by the Granulation in all stages:
Putrefaction, Albification and Rubification. As the son of God,

we will represent it by the perfect Granulation, or Philosopher’s
Stone.

‘I know and I presurmise that the scoffers marked by the
devil will mock what I write on the interior and exterior
Mercury, hearing through the first the Word of God,
manifestation of the eternal abyss, and through the second
the director of Nature, instrument of the interior Word,
living and strong. The Sophists alter all of this, saying that
I want Nature for God, but they must pay attention to
what I write; my style is not Pagan but Theosophical and
its base is more sublime than that of the exterior Architect.

—Jacob Bochme, The Signature of All Things"'

‘It is necessary that thou workest with the Mercury of
the Philosophers, which is not vulgar mercury, or vulgar
at all, but which according to the Philosophers is the
First Matter, the Soul of the World, the Cold Element,
Holy Water, Virginal Milk, our Mineral and Corporeal
Mercury. It alone perfecteth the two Stones, the White
and the Red’

. 2
—Synesius'*

“The Artist must therefore attribute nothing; the Mercury
itself doth all these miracles, after the Philosophical

baptism and before manifcsting the universal; because it

11 Jacob Bochme (Jakob Bohme), Signatura Rerum — The Signature of All
Things, 1621; Chapter VIII, Paragraph 50.

12 Synesius, The True Book, 1612; first paragraph from the section entitled 7he

Practice.
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is necessary for this manifestation that all the forms of
Nature are crystallized and purified. Each form followeth
for this a particular path leading it up to the crystalline
sea which shineth forth before the Throne of the Old
Ones, where it changeth into Paradise; for the universal is
paradisiacal and Christ descendeth into humanity only to
open and manifest Paradise in man. The Word utterer in
Christ hath executed miracles by the Word pronounced in
humanity and by the seven forms, before the universal was
entirely manifested in man and the purified body’

—Jacob Bochme, The Signature of All Things"

CHAPTERIV

‘In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with
God and the Word was God.

‘In him was life, and the life was the light of men.

“That was the true light, which enlighteneth every man
that cometh into this world. He was in the world, and the
world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He
came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as
many as received him, he gave them power to be made the
sons of God, to them that believe in his name. Who are
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God’

‘And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we saw his glory, the glory as it were of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

—John, 1

13 Chapter X, paragraph 17.
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That is to say of the substance of the Father, God of
God, Light of Light, true God of true God, who was

begotten and not made, consubstantial with his Father.

We see, now, that the perfect Stone stemming from the Mineral
is also composed of the same substance, as the Sage nourishes the
“nascent Child” with the Virginal Milk, having understood that
no body foreign to the Mineral shall be added to the Granulation;
then later, when the Child has grown, the doves of Diana having
appeared, it needs a richer nourishment so the Sage, having studied
the mysteries of Nature, gives it a meat nourishment which is the
Blood proper of the Mineral, extracted from the Three Bodies
composing it and veritable ambrosia of the gods.

The Father recognizes the Divine filiation of Jesus in the
baptism of John the Baptist:

“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well plcascd.’”

The Holy Spirit, represented by a dove, completes this Trinity; as
Jesus is indeed Christ, the awaited Messiah, so is the Philosopher’s
Stone stemming from the marriage of the Sun and the Moon
indeed the Stone of the Wise promised to God’s Elects. ‘Nature
enjoys its signified nature, Kamala-Jnana’s Alchemical Dictionary
says to us, ‘that the Artist must know how to use his Mineral, and
strictly use iz, without adjoining to it any body foreign to its nature.
Any addition not in accordance with this maxim leads straight to
failure; this cannot be repeated enough.’™

14 Matthew 3:17.
15 “NATURE?” entry in the Dictionary of Alchemical Philosophy.
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“The operations of Art are operations which do not result
from the addition of foreign natures, but are due to Nature
proper acting on itself.

—Philalethes and Zosimus the Panapolitan, Sur la Vertue

This is why Geber said:

“We do not add anything foreign other than the Sun and
the Moon for the White and Red Tincture, which are not
foreign but are the Ferment by which the work is carried
out.

—Book of Synesius"®

‘MYSTERY OF THE HOLY TRINITY: This Divine
Mystery can naturally be solved only with the permission
of the Lord; this is why, having received this grace, because
pressed for time, we will try to identify the principal idea
by superimposing the comments of the Fathers on the

Nicene Creed (from the original Coptic text) on the
Mineral of the Sages.

‘As a consequence of the Faith which was initially
established, we anathematize the faith of Sabellius who
said that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are the same;
because it is misleading to say that the Father is the Son,
and that the Son is the Father and equally the Holy Spirit,
ensuring that these three names are only one single person.
These things are foreign to the faith because we recognize
the Father for the Father, the Son for the Son and the
Holy Spirit for the Holy Spirit, although the three have
only one single royalty and one single essence.

16 First paragraph of the section entitled The Practice.
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“The mystery is at the very least impenetrable. Only
alchemy, which is the Science of Unity, can give an idea
of what is meant by all of these abstract statements. The
Mineral of the Philosophers is a compact mineral, the
analysis of which allows identification of three distinct
Bodies, “although possessing one same consubstantiality™:
it is moreover because these Three Bodies have a similar
nature that theyattract and unite when they are sublimated
together. The Salt is indeed salt, Sulfur is indeed sulfur and
Mercury is indeed mercury; however, as soon as all three
of them are united, they form a new Body in which the
three participate, but which is no longer of Philosophic
Salt, Sulfur or Mercury.

‘As one can see, alchemy illustrates marvelously the
declaration of Nicaea: the Father is indeed the Father etc.,
although all three have only one single royalty and one

single essence.
—Kamala Jnana’s Alchemical Dictionary

N

CHAPTERY

“Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he
led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that
he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first
into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the
same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he

might fill all things.)’"

17 Ephesians 4:8-10.
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‘It is from him and thanks to all the bonds of his assistance,
that the whole body, well-coordinated and forming a solid
assembly, draws its increase according to the strength that

suits each of its parts and edifies itself in charity.'®

—Paul, Ephesians 4

By whom are all things, those which are in the Heavens
and those which are on Earth.

The prodigious labor between its Preparation. The Sage reawakens
the Secret Fire asleep in the Three Bodies hidden in the Mineral
and excites it gently at first, then with more and more energy. He
knows how to play the heat and humidity which are contained
therein and soon sees his Heavens and his Earth forming. Having
done this, he has separated with great Art the subtle from the
gross, the pure from the impure.

The narrow gate that leads to the mysterious alchemy is open to

the Sage loved by the Father.

‘And, as all things were and came from One, so all things
are born from this One Thing by Adaptation. The Sun is
the Father, the Moon the Mother, the Wind carrieth it
in its Belly, the Earth is its Nurse; the Father of all, the

Theleme'® of the Entire World is here: is Strength is whole

18 Ephesians 4:16.

19 I have already covered the topic of “Theleme” in a footnote I wrote for that
particular entry in the Dictionary of Alchemical Philosophy, but for the sake of
the readers who have yet to study this treatise, I shall repeat it here. Regardless
of its meaning here in association with the Magnum Opus, and in particular the
Cinnabar Path, the actual word “Theleme” is rather obscure and thus one I have
been unable to pinpoint to a degree of accuracy with which I am fully satisfied.
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if it is converted into Earth.

“Thou shalt Separate the Earth from Fire, the Subtle from
the Gross, gently and with great industry. It ascendeth
from Earth and receiveth the Power of things Superior
and Inferior.

—Hermes Trismegistus, The Emerald Tablet

CHAPTER VI

‘God sending his own Son, in the likeness of sinful flesh
and of sin, hath condemned sin in the flesh; That the
justification of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who walk
not according to the flesh, but according to the spirit.

—Paul, Romans 8

Who, for us men and for our salvation, descended, was

made flesh.

It is believed, however, that it has as its origin the Greck word “telesmés”
(teheouds), which means “consecration”, thus producing a very sensible “...the
Father of all, the Consecration of the Entire World is here.” The word “telesmi”
encountered here in the 16th century Latin translation of the Emerald Tablet
appears to be a transliteration of the plural form of aforesaid Greek. “Telesmi”,
occasionally written “Thelesmi”, is sometimes translated into “perfection”—
this, for instance, being the case in Sir Isaac Newton’s translation, which results
in an equally reasonable ...the Father of all, the Perfection of the Entire World
is here. The French form of the word, “Théléme”, occurs in a few different
alchemical works, one of which being Fulcanelli’s Les Demeures Philosophales
(The Dwellings of the Philosophers) in his rendition of the Tablet. There, as well,

the origin and particular use of the term is never made clear, however.
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Pursuing his work, the Sage knows his Five Fires and knows how
to play them harmoniously, uniting them and separating them;
the Three Bodies, once sublimated, attract and mysteriously a new
Body forms, a veritable amalgam of Salt, Sulfur and Mercury. This
Body, initially gaseous, will harden upon cooling and fall back
down into the nourishing Earth remaining at the bottom, wholly
filled with impurities, and will solidify in the stinking Compost.

‘“When the corporification of the child commences,
Saturn takes it and plunges it into the darkness; it is here
that Christ walks upon the Earth as a stranger not having
but in Saturn a stone upon which to lay his head’

—Jacob Boehme, The Signature of All Things*

Our venerable Master Kamala-Jnana explains to us the process of
this incarnation (Alchemical Dictionary):

“..the three purified Bodies—briefly certainly, but
separated—are placed this time in a well-stoppered flask.

There, under the action of the Sth Fire, the Salt and
Mercury of the Philosophers sublimate anew first; only as
this time they cannot escape, they remain in contact with
the Sulfur thanks to the 5th Fire indispensable for the
brewing; it therefore follows that the 5th Fire increases to
the point where the Sulfur of the Philosophers can finally
sublimate in its turn, leaving the earthiness at the bottom
of the flask.

‘However, as these three gaseous Bodies are of the same
consubstantiality and have an irresistible attraction to
each other, a natural mixture, intimately proportioned, is
created within the three vapors. Also, as the temperature

20 Chapter VII, paragraph 69.
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drops, we can sce in the midst of them quantities of
translucent bubbles which, litde by little, thicken and

harden.*!

S

CHAPTER VII

“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof; because thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God, in thy blood, out of every tribe, and
tongue, and people, and nation. And hast made us to our
God a kingdom and priests, and we shall reign on the

earth.??

“The Lamb that was slain is worthy to receive power, and
divinity, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory,

Y. g glory.
and benediction.?

—John, The Apocalypse 5

..has suffered...

21 “REINCARNATION” entry from Kamala-Jnana’s Dictionary of Alchemical
Philosophy. As mentioned regarding this particular entry in my translation of
the dictionary, there was what I humbly believe to be a simple typographical
crror in the Editions de Massanne edition of the treatise in which it read “There,
under the action of the 4th Fire.... This error was, however, not present in the
Alchemical Pleiade where it indeed reads as above, which is what is correct as
we are here clearly speaking of the Fifth Fire inherent in all matter and thus that
which cooks it in the Work, and not the Fourth Fire—which should be clear to
any who study the relevant entries in Kamala-Jnana’s dictionary.

22 Apocalypse, or Revelation 5:9-10.
23 Apocalypse, or Revelation 5:12.
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Continuing the cooking, the Sage sees forming upon his Adamic
Earth containing the precious Germ, a kind of reddish oil fringed
with gold, sometimes named “Seal of Hermes™ or “Blood of
the Martyrs”, which is the Quintessence of the Salt, Sulfur and
Mercury of the Philosophers.

This “Blood of the Martyrs” is the one which nourishes the
grown Child and will enable the Stone, changed into the Moon,
to clothe itself with the Red Tunic of Christ victorious. Speaking
of this admirable Quintessence, the good Nicolas Flamel wrote in
his Hieroglyphic Figures:

“Thou hast thus here two natures married, one of which
having conceived the other, and by this conception it is
converted into a male and female body, that is to say it
was made one single body which is the Androgyne of the
Ancients that is otherwise called the “Head of the Crow”

and the “Converted Elements”.?*

And we can read in the Twelve Keys of Basil Valentine:

“Whoever drinketh from this fountain of gold shalt feel

the renovation of his nature, suppression of the ill, the
comfort of the blood, the reinforcement of the heart and

perfect health of all parts included in the body, either
internally or externally.

24 From Chapter IV of The Hieroglyphic Figures of Nicolas Flamel, also known
as Flammel's Hieroglyphics in the first English translation of 1624 of the original
French treatise.
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‘It openeth, in effect, the nerves and the pores so that the
disease canst be driven out and health peacefully replaceth

it.25

And here the pitfall to avoid, Nicolas Flamel tells us wisely:

“That which hast deceived countless Artists, who have
labored upon the true matter, is that they have taken the
seal of Hermes for a vase luted with a blowtorch, but I
think it is necessary for our matter to lute itself; that is to
say, the silkworm containeth itself within its hull”
—Boucherie, Amy-Sage, Flamel, in New Assembly of the

Chymical Philosophers*

<

CHAPTER VIII

‘And it was almost the sixth hour; and there was darkness
over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was
darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.
And Jesus crying out with a loud voice, said: Father, into
thy hands I commend my spirit. And saying this, he gave
up the ghost.?’

—Luke, 23

..died...

25 From the First Key.

26 Claude d'Ygé, Nouvelle Assemblée des Philosophes Chymiques, 1954;
currently available in the edition published by Editions de Massanne.

27 Luke 23:44-46.
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The Sage penetrates into the realm of Saturn where all is nothing
but darkness and stench. Death and Putrefaction are there. A
blackish and fetid mud has appeared following fertilizing rains
and cooking justifying the axiom: ‘Any heat activated in a humid
environment produces the black color’

It is in this very black and very smelly Earth, in this realm of
death, that the Germs will grow and strengthen.

“The tincturial strength which stems from his shed blood
(Jesus Christ), penetrated the innermost of the Earth,
revived the dead, rent the rocks and caused the total
eclipse of the Sun, when it repelled all the parts of darkness
toward the circumference and set the basis for the future
glorification of the world.

—Thus writes, in an admirable manner, von

Eckhartshausen in La Nuée sur le Sanctuaire™®

<

CHAPTERIX

‘But now Christ is risen from the dead, the firstfruits of

them that slc:cp...’29

28 Karl von Eckartshausen, Die Wolke iiber dem Heiligtum (The Cloud upon
the Sanctuary), Letter V. The original publication date of this work appears to
be unknown and while there is an edition dating 1802, the treatise was most
likely published in the late 18th century. The French edition, La Nuée sur le
Sanctuaire, dates 1819.

29 1 Corinthians 15:20.
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‘So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in
corruption, it shall rise in incorruption. It is sown in
dishonor, it shall rise in glory. It is sown in weakness, it
shall rise in power. It is sown a natural body, it shall rise a

spiritual body.*
—Paul, Corinthians, 15

...and rose again on the third day...

The Sage knows that from death comes life. After the stage of
Putrefaction, or death, comes that of resurrection, or life. The
Germs, coated with their blackish and smelly gangue—the Seal
of Hermes, which protects them, being carefully set aside by the
Artist—undergo the test of purifying Fire in the form of igneous
water baths, coming out of the darkness of death and becoming a
dazzling white. Death is vanquished. The Morning Star, or very
pure Moon, appears.

‘Our water, said Morien, taketh away the stench of dead
bodies in which there is no more soul; and when this
aura water blancheth the soul, and the sublimated aura
by keeping the body, it removeth from this body all bad

odors.

—Flamel’s Le Désir Désiré>!

‘Just as in Genesis day succeeds night, so light succeeds

30 1 Corinthians 15:42-44.

V1 Le Désir désiré, ou Trésor de la Philosophie de Nic. Flamel, Dit Autrement
le Livre des Six Paroles, etc. (The Desired Desire, or Treasure of the Philosophy of
Nic. Flamel, Otherwise the Book of Six Words, etc.), 1629. The above quotation
is from the section entitled Sixiéme Parole des Philosophes (Sixth Word of the
Philosophers).
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darkness. Its signature is the color white. Having reached
this degree, the Sages assure us that their matter is freed
from all impurity, perfectly washed and very accurately
purified. It then takes on the appearance of solid
Granulations, or shining corpuscles, with an adamantine
gleam and of a dazzling whiteness.

—Fulcanelli, Le Mystére des Cathédrales™

S

CHAPTERX

‘And it came to pass, as they still went on,” and talked,
that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of
fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by

a whirlwind into heaven.**

—2 Kings 2
...and ascended into heaven...

For the Stone of the Philosophers reaching the stage of the Moon,
very pure, very fixed, the ascent to the alchemical Heavens signifies
that perfection is attained.

In effect, the Sage gently imbibes the “White Stone” with
the precious “Blood of the Martyrs”, renewing the operation and
soon...

32 Second paragraph on p. 85 in Mary Sworder’s translation, Fulcanelli: Master
Alchemist — Le Mystére des Cathédrales, 1971. See bibliography for more details

on this work.
33 Elijah and Elisha.
34 2 Kings 2:11.
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‘...the Stone taketh on increasingly hotter hues, ranging
from yellow to ardent orange, then to fire red, fairy
shimmer of bright colors, before the fatigued and dazzled
eyes of the Artist. The Stone is donned in the crimson
robe of Christ victorious.

“The Sage becoming the Elect of the Father and his

confidant, possesseth the Philosopher’s Stone, or the
Stone of Wisdom.

‘Take, my son, of the White Medicine as much as thou
wantest and put it in a vessel upon hot ashes where thou
art to leave it to dry out like unto these same ashes.

‘Give, then, of the Water of the Sun which thou hast
set apart and which thou hast kept for this operation.
Continue then the Fire to the 2nd Degree until it becomes
dry. Give it again of the same Water and successively
imbibe and dry out until Rubification and it liquefieth
like wax and floweth, like I have said, upon the enflamed
lamina.” Then this Matter will be perfect and red. But
note that anytime thou shalt imbibe, thou must not put in
more of the Solar Water than what is needed to cover the
body and this is to be observed exactly—lest the Elixir be
submerged and drowneth...

...thou shalt proceed by order until perfection of the
Medicine, namely until the power of the digestion of
the Fire converteth it into very red powder which is the

35 This is exactly how it is worded in the original French and while it would
hardly be necessary to clarify the matter for the experienced alchemist, please
allow me to make mention, in any case, of the meaning it carrying in the French
being, of course, that of a red-hot (“enflamed”) thin plate (“lamina”).
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veritable Oil of the Philosophers, the Sanguine Stone, the
Red Coral, the Precious Ruby, the Red Mercury and the
Red Tincture.

— The Book of Synesius

‘Now, remember thee to commence the Rubification by
apposition of the Mercury (red-orange), but one need
scarcely pour any, and only once or twice, according to as
thou shalt see, for this operation should be perfected by

dry Fire, Sublimation and dried Calcination.

—Nicolas Flamel's Hieroglyphic Figures*®

-

CHAPTERXI

‘Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in
his own blood, And hath made us kings and priests unto
God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for

-

ever and ever.?

— Apocalypse of St. John, Prologue

‘For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father
with his angels; and then he shall reward every man

according to his works.?®

—Matthew 17

36 The Hieroglyphic Figures of Nicolas Flamel, Chapter VIL
37 Apocalypse, or Revelation 1:5-6.

38 While this was quoted as being Matthew 17 in Pléiade Alchimique, it is
actually Matthew 16:27.
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‘Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed.”

—Paul, 1 Corinthians 15

...thence He shall come to judge the living and the
dead...

At the hour of Judgment, the true Sage sees his long and
painful hours of waking, of work, of meditation and of prayers
magnificently rewarded.

As we thus learn from the most scholarly Raymond Lully:

‘...the true Sages know, by the effects of the Philosopher’s
Stone, that they have indeed operated and plucked the
fruit of their labors, of their work and their pains; that is
to say, that their Stone reduced to powder can transmute
base metals into gold, while the other puffers, false sages
and false philosophers find only ashes and dust and are

condemned all their lives to the eternal fire of their

furnaces without ever succeeding,

240

‘And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it...

‘And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and

the books were opened: and another book was opened,

which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of

39 1 Corinthians 15:51-52.
40 Apocalypse, or Revelation 20:11.
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those things which were written in the books, according

to their works.*!

‘And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.*?

‘And whosoever was not found written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire.*?

— Apocalypse of St. John, 20

We shall take, among so many others, the transmutation described

in Figuicr:

“The Elector of Mainz himself carried out the Projection.
This was a small button, as big as a lens, which was itself
surrounded with gum tragacanth for joining the powder;
he put the button into the wax of a candle, put this
wax into the bottom of the crucible and over 4 ounces
of mercury, and put the whole into the fire. They cast a
molten gold which made strong red rays that ordinarily

are green.

S

CHAPTER XII

‘Howbeit when he [the Comforter], the Spirit of truth,
is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not

speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall

41 Apocalypse, or Revelation 20:12.

42 Apocalypse, or Revelation 20:14.

43 Apocalypse, or Revelation 20:15.
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he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

‘He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and
shall shew it unto you.

‘All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said

I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you**
—John 16

‘And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man,
it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against
the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in
this world, neither in the world to come.

—Matthew 12:32

And in the Holy Spirit...

The Holy Spirit, often personified by the purifying water of
baptism or the tongues of fire, represents in the Great Work the
indispensable Primordial Element which the Sage must know
how to carefully extract and transform according to his need for
Water, Earth, Air and Fire.

It is this Igneous Water which unites the Sulfur and Mercury
of the Philosophers. It is this which allows the cooking, which
regenerates by washing the leprous Stone and donning this mantle
white as snow, a symbol of newfound purity.

It is furthermore this Water which does not wet* and this Fire
which does not flame, that the Sage must put cautiously aside
in sufficient quantity to allow the coming of the Morning Star

heralding the triumph of the light over the darkness.

44 John 16:13-15.

45 Of course meaning ‘does not wet the hands.



‘If any one thing be reduced to ashes and treated according
to the Art, this Salt may then become for the benefaction
of the Fire what it had been before its destruction and its
dissection... an Artist, whosoever he is that hath no ash,

cannot confect the Salt for our art.*

—Basil Valentine’s Twelve Keys

‘It is the Spirit which nourisheth and vivifieth all things
and by means of which Nature acteth in the Universe. It
is the Force, the beginning, the middle and the end of the
Work.

— The Book of Synesius

‘For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he
did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called,
them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he

also glorified.*’
—Paul, Romans 8

May these simple pages be pleasing to the Father and aid my

Brothers in finding their way through the darkness of the Royal
Path matter which leads unto the light.

TR

46 Quotation from the text accompanying the Fourth Key.
47 Romans 8:29-30.
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MASS AND ALCHEMY

By Jethro

TN AR
.

Q 9 ever was a Christian soul touched as my own when

). g J Was given to me the power to draw a parallel between
? ‘%L 22 the various arcana of the Holy Science and the
unfolding of the Holy Mass. Is the priest an alchemist
who is unaware of it? Or is it the opposite? Was the Roman Ritual
established by an Adept of ancient times?

No, the parallelism exists solely because the truth is one and
there can be but one single path to get there... a narrow path, arid
and full of pitfalls, but STRAIGHT.

The Adept and the Religious can only borrow this way to
achieve their end: the Philosopher’s Stone for one, Holiness for
the other. The final result allows, however, the working of miracles
of two servants of God.

Why does the unfolding of the Holy Mass marry so
chronologically well with alchemical operations? Simply because
it retraces the life of JESUS, which, ITSELF (just like those sent
from God), could not fit any better to this ONE TRUTH, from

where everything came out. Alchemy is, in truth, only a “material’,

“chemical” means serving as control to any idea, any conception.
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As soon as a fact, an idea, no longer fits into the chronological
order of the operations of the Great Work, we can say that this fact
or this ideological conception is erroneous.

The Mass, reflecting the life of our Lord, could thus not be
inconsistent with the Magisterium. We are elsewhere going to
study its unfoldment.

All is wonderful and troubling at the same time. Before any
operation, the alchemist must confect his Principal Agent, or

PERMANENT WATER, or again WATER WHICH DOES
NOT WET THE HANDS, as Basil Valentine said. For this he
will use caustic products, water, a filter, fire and obtain “his Salt”,
his SPIRITUS MUNDI, this Salt which alone will ultimately
represent the 4 Elements, his Fire and his vase.

The priest, he, will act the same way: before any celebration, he
will confect holy water; for this, he will also use water, salt, a filter
and will animate the whole by the invocation of the Holy Spirit
contained in his prayers.

The analogy from the start is striking, the following no less
so. Alchemical operation and the beginning of the Holy Office
delivers the same ritual.

Then, the alchemist puts in his vessel the ground Materia
Prima, inert and without life (Sulfur, Mercury and Salt of the
Philosophers imprinted with earthiness); it will only take life,
movement and exaltation at the very instant the Adept sprinkles
it with his Water of Fire.

In religion, it will be the same; the faithful assemble in the
church, representing the sinful body, defiled by their faults and
their passions. Each of these faithful are comparable to a fragment
of the First Matter as it is one triune compound (body, soul and
spirit).

This assembly will only truly begin to live, to come alive and

88



ROGER CARO

to rise the moment the priest shall bless it, that is to say sprinkle it
with a few drops of holy water. It is then that the magnificent song
resounds:

“Thou shalt sprinkle me, Lord, with hyssop and I shall be
clean, Thou shalt wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.
Take pity on me, 0 God, according to THY great mercy.”

But what does he have that is whiter than snow ? This snow, which
glistens and shines like a thousand fires under the sun during the
day, while it also allows one to steer through the darkest nights.

Is the Philosophical Salt not comparable to these unblemished
snow crystals? Canseliet wrote in his Alchimie:

‘On the magical and religious plane, this is the water that
is blessed on Holy Saturday to the Vigil of the Pentecost as
well as every Sunday in addition to the sacristy, animated
by a bit of salt also blessed which serves to assist the

collective and purifying aspersion.

In the Turba Philosophorum, Bonnelus declares:

‘Know that our Water is not vulgar water, but Permanent
Water, which never rests in searching for its companion,

and when she finds him, she takes him suddenly and he

and she are one thing as only she perfects him without any
other thing’

The priest on his side performs a similar ritual when, donning the

1 Psalm 51:7 and 51:1, respectively, which read as follows in the King James:
‘Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than
snow. ‘Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness....
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amice, the alb, the girdle, the stole and the violet cope, he plunges
the candle into the water saying: “May the virtue of the Holy Spirit
descend into the content of this fountain.

We must therefore indeed admit that so far, the symbolism is
striking; the water, the salt and the fire are the main excipients. In
both cases, the confection of this water is an indispensable act.

From the beginning of the Holy Mass, the priest at the base of
the altar invokes the Lord by reciting the Confiteor, recognizing
thus his weakness and his imperfection. He prays for the assistants
and for himself. The exalted assembly is then comparable to
the beginning of SOLVE in the Great Work, the triune matter
“sprinkled” (with Water that does not wet the hands)—that is
to say derived from this white and crystalline salt—seeing itself
exalted, too; the ardent prayer of the faithful then rises toward
Heaven like the mineral vapors rising in the Athanor.

Grace descends upon the first in regenerating them by the Fire
of the Holy Spirit, while the Granulations regenerated by the
Primordial Fire fall. The good Flamel, does he not say:

‘Make that the conception is done in the bottom of
the vessel (Ethiops Mineral) and that the generation
of the engendered thing is done in the air (birth of the

Granulations in the vapors).”

Thus here our present parallelism: the new Granulation lies in the
carthiness and the “spiritualized” faithful are also symbolically
purified, but still bathing in terrestrial materiality. All implore the
mercy of the Father. At this stage, the alchemist himself also arrives
at a crucial point. He must implore the Lord to not make missteps,

2 Quotation from the end of the chapter entitled Cinguiéme Paroles des
Philosophes in Flamel's treatise Le Désir Désire.
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not to be too hasty, in a word to avoid a thousand temptations;
now, as by “chance’, it is just that which the Officiant says in rising
to the altar: ‘Keep away, Lord, all temptation and all that which
might lead us away from our sanctuary’

Then is the Gloria, followed shortly by the Creed, which
resounds. God has heard the prayers of the assembly. The alchemist
himself also intones a Gloria and a Creed. He has carried out the
7 Labors of Hercules and defeated the enchanted bulls, as Flamel
said. He came out of this labyrinth which made perish so many
puffers.

The priest at that instant intones: “That our sins may be wiped
away’ and the alchemist could himself reply: “This is what I do, I
remove the leprosy from my Stone!

The censing of the Altar (Perfect Stone) and of the faithful
dates back to very early days of the Church and Origen himself has
mentioned it. The use of incense is very significant. It rises to God
as a symbol of devotion, by filling the Church and the assistants
with a sweet, balsamic fragrance. The host is then elevated.

For its part, is not the White Stone reputed to spread a “sweet
smell”? Is it not the first Medicine?

The Pater, which elevates the souls and translates the line of
conduct of the faithful, follows. It is this Paser that the alchemist
will follow step by step.

Then the Agnus Dei will succeed it, announcing the certainty
that by the Lamb all sins are removed; so, is it not by the Salt,
“symbolized by a lamb”, that the alchemist puts a white garment
upon his Stone? Is this not of what Basil Valentine speaks when
he writes:

“But this cannot be done unless all the Water is dried out
and the Heaven and the Earth with all men are tried by
Fire), as Calid confirmed when he said: ‘If thou dost not
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dry it oug, if thou dost not render it thoroughly white, if
thou dost not animate it by bringing the soul into it and
if thou dost not remove the bad odor from it, thou shalt
do nothing.”

The chronology, one cannot deny, could not be more perfect.

Then arrives the Communion. The priest renews the gesture
of the Last Supper; he takes the Host and drinks the Wine having
become the Blood of Christ.

The alchemist, himself, in a similar symbolic operation, imbibes
his White Stone with the “Blood”.

Here, everything changes—the heart, the language, the works.
‘O, remembrance of the death of our Lord, says the priest, living
bread which giveth life to man, give unto my soul to live only for
Thee.

The alchemist, on his side, symbolizes his operation by a Pelican
opening the side to nourish its young with its blood.

‘O prodigy unheard of, the bread of the Angels becometh the
bread of man’; the Officiant with the two matters of the Eucharistic
Sacrament carries out the double operation which the alchemist
performs.

The consecration of these two elements corresponds to the
sublimations which compose the entire second part of the Work.

As for the Chalice (the indispensable role of which it does not
appear needless to evoke during the celebration of the Holy Mass),
they say it should be of gold, or silver gold-plated on the inside: the
two colors which symbolize the alchemical Moon and Sun born
in the Athanor. Thus, whether it be of metallic gold or alchemical
gold, the two metals are similar with regard to their constituents.

What to say also of the analogy which exists between the
Host, “pure” and undefiled, and the wafer of “pure” beeswax
which serves to envelop pieces of the Philosopher’s Powder during
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the projections. Both are sectioned above a vase; the first allows
transubstantiation, the second transmutation.

Just as the body of Christ the Redeemer is found in each
fragment of the Host, so is the Auric Seed found in each particle
of the Philosopher’s Stone.

Priests and alchemists are God’s Elects; also, one can only
deplore the popular error which tends to suggest that alchemy is
nothing other than a human science to serve for the manufacture
of gold, whereas its essential goal is to testify to the veracity of one
concept.

As the consecrated Host yields health to the ill and soiled souls,
the Philosopher’s Stone indisputably yields ennoblement to base
metals. The two plans thus always coincide.

Also, when Calid declares ‘If thou dost not insert the soul
into the body which is deprived of one (read as “imbibed to
red”), never shalt thou obtain that which thou seckest, he only
interprets faithfully that which the priest recites during his
Communion: ‘Precious Blood, be th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>